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Graduates to 
be Honored on 

May 22 
Graduating seniors will be honored at 
English Lutheran Church during the 

Services on Sunday, May 22.   
 

 Graduates this year include: Jordan Bloomstrand, 
Shelby Borst, Garrett Burgess, Shannon Campbell, 
Sydney Church, Emily Johnson, Caleb Kauffmann, 
Brandon Kimbler , K irstin Kopp, Heather Krause, 
Dylan Krauss, Kelli Leonard, Jonas Leonard, 
Cour tney Matthews, Cooper  Maxwell, Cody Mor th, 
Chr is Niedfeldt, Tyler  Olson, James Ryle, Nathan 
Smith, Kar lie Stein, and Tyler  Thoen. 
 We ask Jesus’  blessing upon these young people and 
their families as they begin a new stage in their lives. 
 We would like to also recognize members 
graduating from colleges and other schools.  Please let 
the church office know the name, school, and degree by 
May 10. 

Sunday, June 5 - 
Sunday, September 4  

 
8:30 a.m. Traditional with 

a blend of music 
 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary 

“ Walking 
With Jesus”  
Easter Series 

 
Are you inspired by the 
joyous news of Easter that 
Jesus is alive, and his 
promise is that we will have 
new life, too? Join us for 
worship services during the 
Easter season that will focus 
on what it means for us that 
Jesus is alive, and that he 
calls us to walk with him as 

his disciples. Themes will be: 
 
  May 1 - Forgiveness and L ife (Good News for all) 
  May 8 - Under  New Management (Jesus is Lord) 
  May 15- Breathing In and Out (Prayer and Word) 
  May 22- God's Will for  Your  Life (Guidance) 
  May 29- God's Daily Care (Providence and Miracles) 
  June 5 - Bear ing Fruit (Jesus© Character In Us) 
 
Then comes Pentecost on June 12.  Please note that 
services in May are at 8:00, 9:15, and 10:45.  On June 5, 
the summer schedule begins with two services at 8:30 and 
10:00 a.m.  See you there! 

Spring Events at English Lutheran Church 

Baccalaureate Service at  
Ellsworth High School   

Community is invited! 
 The Ellsworth Community is cordially invited to 
attend a Baccalaureate Service of Celebration and 
Blessing on Wednesday, May 25, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the High School Cafetorium.  This very special service is 
hosted by the Ellsworth Area Pastors’  Association.  
Graduating Seniors, their parents, families, friends and 
community are all invited to attend. 
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English Lutheran Church 
229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  
Fax :  715-273-5974 

Church website:  
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 
�

 

English Lutheran Church Staff  
Interim Senior Pastor Valerie Peterson 
valeriepeterson@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Interim Associate Pastor John Peterson 
johnpeterson@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant 
judinielsen@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Janet Gray, Communications Secretary 
janetgray@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Deanna Traynor, Youth Director 
traynor4@redwing.net 
 
Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director 
october_home_fire@yahoo.com 
 
Deb Kopp, Children’s Music Director 
debkopp@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Lisa Griffin, Organist, Pianist, 
SpiritSong Director, Hosanna Choir Director, 
Children’s Music Accompanist 
 
Joyce Karlstad, Parish Nurse (715) 273-4539 
 
Pam Pazdernik, Nursery Supervisor 
 

Lutheran Social Services  
Counselor, 715-386-3581 
 
Julie Baggenstoss, Custodian 
 
Mark Moldenhauer, Groundskeeper 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational Council: 
 

Kip Gore President 
Dale Bohnert, Vice President 
Angie Raebel, Secretary 
Gale Gaard, Treasurer 
Sean DuRen 
Trina Groen 
Kristen Cain 
Burton Larson 

June 3 -4 
·  Synod Assembly  
June 5 
·  Summer Worship 

Schedule begins. 
Services at  8:30 and 
10 a.m. 

June 7 
·  Last Day of School  
June 12            
·  Pentecost Sunday 
June 20-24       
·  Vacation Bible School 

Food Shelf 
50 Boxes of 

Cereal in 
May!  

 We are asking our members to fill our food shelf 
bins with boxes of cold cereal during the month of May.  
Cereal is often on sale and if you watch the Sunday paper 
for coupons, you can sometimes get a real deal. 
 Could our  congregation collect 50 boxes of cereal 
for  the children in our  community?  That is an 
ambitious goal but one that should be achievable.  Let’s 
go for  it! 
 There are bins at both entrances to the church to 
donate items to the Pierce County Food Pantry.   If you 
would like to make a monetary donation please make it 
payable to Pierce County Food Shelf and drop it off in the 
church office or at the Food Shelf. Every $1 donated 
purchases $10 wor th of food! † 

Recent news 
from the Call 
Committee is 
that they have 
set up 
interviews 
with three 
candidates 

near the end of May or early June.  Having done a couple 
of mock interviews with pastors in the area, they feel 
quite well prepared.  If none of the three candidates seems 
to be a good match, they will ask the bishop for more 
candidates to consider, and will prepare for another round 
of interviews.  Keep praying!  Pray that God will 
guide the right person to us in the right time.   
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Confirmation 
Calendar 

Confirmation at English 
Lutheran Church includes 
learners in 7th, 8th, and 9th grade.  
Guests are welcome but 
children must be registered to 

participate long-term. 
May 4  Workshop 7-8:30 pm 

 May 18  Guide Huddle Potluck                                  
    and Thank Yous 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

 At English Lutheran Church 
Monday-Thursday,  

June 20-23: 6 - 8 pm  
and Friday, June 24: 6 - 7 pm 

Ages 3 (by June 1st) through Fifth Grade 
(grade just completed) 
 

 On Friday, June 24, 
parents, families, and friends 
are invited to a special 
program presented by the 
children from 6-7 p.m. with 
refreshments to follow.  
 Registration/medical 
forms are available in the church office or online at 
www.englishlutheranchurch.org 
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The color for Pentecost Sunday, June 12, is RED.  
Consider ordering one or more red geraniums  to 
decorate our sanctuary to help add some festivity to the 
day. 
 
We will be ordering the plants from Reuvers’  Nursery.  
Orders must be received no later than Sunday, May 29.   
You may take your geranium home after 10 a.m. 
worship on June 12.  Plants not picked up by Tuesday, 
June 14, will be planted in our church garden.   
 
I would like to order               geranium(s) at $4.25 each.  
 
Please make checks payable to Reuvers’  Nursery.                                    
 
Total paid $___________________________________ 
 
Name  _______________________________________ 
 
Phone _______________________________________ 

Guest Musicians 
 Are you moved by our guest drummer? 
You can help support this special music 
ministry with your monetary gifts. This is not 
a budgeted position. Thank you in advance 
for contributing to this dynamic and spirited 
piece of our worship experience. Please 
designate your gift as Guest Musician.  
 
A Note from Council 
 As we are working with the "maintenance budget" 
passed at our annual meeting, there is no drummer 
position included in our staffing, and no monies allotted 
from the General Fund for this.  But Worship and Music 
has the freedom to use gifts that are designated for guest 
musicians by those who have a heart to enhance our 
worship in this way, and desire to contribute to it. Psalm 
150. 

New Cross Beams Delivery 
 In our efforts to be better stewards of our resources 
starting with the June Cross Beams issue we will be 
placing the Cross Beams in the church mailboxes for all  
those that were receiving it via US Mail. We are still 
sending it out by email.  If you would like to start 
receiving your Cross Beams by email, please call the 
church office at 273-4617 or send an email message to 
janetgray@englishlutheranchurch.com to indicate your 
interest.  
 Thank you for helping to be good stewards of both 
God’s finances and God’s creation! 
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At the April 19 Church Council 
meeting, it was determined that 
Pastor John Peterson would 

continue with English Lutheran Church until May 31, 
2011.  From the time that he was called to assist here, 
he has had plans to volunteer with China Service 
Ventures during June and July of this year.  Due to our 
financial situation, his call will not be extended after 
the volunteer time in China.  In effect, the position of 
Associate Pastor is thus eliminated for the foreseeable 
future, as of May 31.  Pastor John©s last official Sunday 
with us will be May 29.  During May, he will focus on 
finishing confirmation, having Credo interviews with 
confirmands, preparing confirmation for the fall, and 
turning over his areas of responsibility.   
  
John served  last summer as the camp director for 
China Service Ventures (CSV), in their efforts to 
provide a summer camp for youth in poverty who are 
provided scholarships to attend high school.  This 
scholarship program has been dubbed "Boundless 
Love" (or Bo Ai in Chinese) by the school officials, 
who are amazed that such support is given to youth not 
because they are particularly deserving, but because 
they are needy.  Staff in China visit their homes to learn 
about their situations -- whether they are orphans or 
children of struggling/disabled/single parents,  or "stay-
behind" children whose parents have gone off to the 
cities to work.  Often they find a student is left alone to 
care for a sick or disabled parent or grandparent, and 
there are no resources for food, much less for school. 
 
After two years of pilot camps with these groups of 
students, this year four full weeks of camps are planned 
for July, which John will direct, assisted by local 
Chinese staff, a team of young Chinese Christians, and 
a team of camp counselors from Lake Wapogasset 
Lutheran Bible Camp (or just "WAPO") in Amery, 
Wisconsin.  About 170 youth are expected to attend the 
camps this summer, if all goes as planned.  (John is 
currently in China confirming what site will be used for 
the camps this year -- whether a hotel, a primary 
school, or some as yet unknown site. Plans that we 
thought were already in place were recently thrown into 
confusion....) 
 
For the students, these camps have been life-changing, 
as they have learned that somebody cares about them, 
and that they are important, and have something to give 
to the world. For many, it is a first contact with 
Christians and Christian ideas of love and worth and 

service.  It is the purpose of CSV, in providing these 
camps, to establish a personal relationship with these 
students that are supported, which can later be used 
outside the school context to open opportunities for 
sharing the Gospel with them.  In China, it is illegal to 
teach or preach the Gospel anywhere in public other 
than the church itself, and it is also illegal to 
"proselytize" those under age 18.  However, by our 
Christian love and caring and service, we are able to 
have a great impact on them, and we are able to do some 
limited sharing about why we do what we do -- because 
of our God and his love! 
  
If you are interested in learning more about the work of 
China Service Ventures, you are invited to the annual 
banquet event, which will be held in St. Paul on 
Saturday, May 7. CSV works in the area in Henan 
Province of China where early Lutheran missionaries 
from the US and Scandinavia carried out their 
work.  The camps have been held on Rooster Mountain, 
where missionaries had summer homes for refuge from 
the terrible heat, and established schools for their 
children.  In recent years, CSV has been able to provide 
Bethel Bible Series to some of the churches in China, 
which has been a great help where leaders have had 
little sound biblical training. 
 
Workshops will be offered at 4:30 and 5:15 p.m., dinner 
at 6:00 p.m., and celebration service at 7 p.m., which 
will include a panel discussion on "Celebrating the 
Missionary Trail."  The event is held at St. Anthony 
Park Lutheran Church, 2323 Como Ave, right near 
Luther Seminary, and just several blocks west on Como 
from the State Fair Grounds.  There is a charge for the 
dinner -- $17 now until May 6, or $22 at the door.  Call 
651-659-1396, or visit the website at 
chinaserviceventures.org for more information, how to 
register, or to get on their mailing list to keep tabs on 
Pastor John in the future!   

Saturday, May 14 
9 am - Noon 
 Join us for Adopt-A-
Highway on Saturday, May 14, 
beginning at 9 a.m.  We will 
clean our section of County 
Road C.  Confirmation Guides, 

this a great service activity!  For more information, please 
call Chris Karlstad at 273-3846.  

Pastor John to Finish Call and Volunteer in China 
By Valerie Peterson 
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Youth Mission Trips 
By Deanna Traynor 
 

 I have been hearing a lot of misunderstandings about 
where and why we go where we do on the mission trips. I 
would really like to explain this and clear it up. We go 
with an organization called Group Cares (formerly known 
as Group Workcamps). They are amazing - they get 
everything organized for all the youth groups, so the 
Youth Directors can concentrate on preparing their youth 
and raising the money during the year for the trip. Group 
Cares chooses the places to go.  We only have two to 
three weeks that we can choose from because of Cheese 
Curd Festival, Sonshine, County Fair, etc. So we have to 
choose from the places they offer during those few weeks. 
This year we were intending to go closer, but there was 
not a place that was closer than Birmingham, Alabama, 
during those weeks. 
 You may ask - “why not use a different 
organization?” I have researched many other 
organizations extensively and talked to other youth 
directors. Group Cares is by far the best organized and the 
safest. The youth love doing the repair work, interacting 
with their residents and making new friends from all over 
the country. Group Cares first priority is reaching the kids 
spiritually. They do this through the devotions they offer 
while on our worksite and the amazing worship services 
every evening. Please ask any youth or adult who has 
been on these trips and they will tell you how inspiring 
and life-changing these trips can be. We even have people 
within our congregation that have worked for Group 
Cares and have gone to volunteer with them. Because of 
their excellence and effectiveness, it does not make sense 
to change the organization we work with. 
 

 The youth and adults raise all their own money for 
the registration, transportation, etc., so it does not come 
out of any budgeted funds. I realize there is some 
budgeted money for the mission trip. I will use only what 
is necessary from this line item for tools, supplies, bus 
driver’s hotel room and other little things that come up 
along the way.  
 

 This year, we started the sponsorship program. I am 
very, very thankful for all the adults that came forward to 
sponsor a youth. Thank you!!!  
 

 And I will say it over and over - you take these kids 
out of their element into different surroundings and 
amazing things always happen. You are more than 
welcome to come and join us some year!  We would love 
to have you! 
 

 We work really, really hard at raising money all year 
round. We do fundraisers outside of church also. The kids 
are serving their community all year round while they are 
doing these fundraisers. They also do many other 
volunteer activities within our communities. This fall, we 

Fair Stand 
Planning 
By Jon Tonsager and Paul 
Tonsager 
Fair Stand Ministry  
 

        It is that time of the 
year again to think about 
volunteering for the 
Congregational Church Fair 
Stand during the Pierce 

County Fair. The fair runs from Wednesday, August 10, 
through Sunday, August 14. We hope everyone had a 
great time participating at the stand last year, getting out 
into the community, and serving our neighbors. It 
certainly was fun seeing all of your smiling faces, the 
great fellowship we had and displaying that message to 
the community.   
            You can volunteer for breakfast, lunch, or dinner 
time shifts. Keep in mind that we also are going to serve a 
full evening menu on Wednesday, the night before the 
fair officially opens. It is awesome that a lot of the 
volunteers assume they will work the same shift as last 
year, but it is still very important that you sign up 
again. That way we will have confirmed when you are 
volunteering your time. The sign-up sheets will be 
available in the month of May between worship services 
or you can call the church office at 715-273-4617. We 
hope to see all who volunteered last year plus many new 
smiling faces. 

are planning a day of community service. If you know of 
someone in need of helping hands, please let me know.  
 Please do not under estimate what these kids do! 
They are amazing! They are showing the love of Christ 
through their actions! Thank you for all your support and 
love that you have given us! 
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Sundays 
at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner, Worship, and 
Group Discussion 
 

What is it? 
Celebrate Recovery is a 
program originating from Rick 

Warren©s Saddleback Church in California.  The program 
helps people to deal with hurts and wounds that leave 
them unable to live as God intended.  It is a biblical and 
balanced program for recovery from life©s hurts, wounds, 
and troubles, that points people to Jesus Christ the Savior, 
and helps them grow toward Christ-like maturity.  Rick 
discovered that key principles of recovery are given by 
Christ in the Sermon on the Mount.  He says seven things 
make it unique: 
 

1. It is based on God©s Word, the Bible (specifically, the 
Beatitudes). 

2. It is forward-looking (not wallowing in the past). 
3. It emphasizes personal responsibility and choices (not 

victimization). 
4. It emphasizes spiritual commitment to Jesus Christ. 

(Everybody needs Jesus, especially for lasting 
recovery!) 

5. It utilizes the biblical truth that we need each other in 
order to grow spiritually and emotionally. 

6. It addresses all types of habits, hurts, and hang-ups. 
(Procrastination, anyone?  Overspending? Control? 
Perfectionism? Guilt? Anger?) 

7. It is a leadership factory. (People get healed in Christ 
and move on into ministry!) 

Call Billy Penn at 715-441-6053 for further information. 

Celebrate Recovery 
Men’s Step Group 

THURSDAYS               
 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Celebrate Recovery  celebrates 
God’s healing power in our lives 
through Christ-centered Twelve 

Steps.  We are changed as we open the door to healing by 
sharing our experiences, strengths and hopes with each 
other.  We become free from our addictive, compulsive, 
and dysfunctional behaviors.  We discover our personal, 
loving and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ.  And 
we become willing to accept God’s grace in solving our 
life’s problems - creating peace, serenity, joy and most 
importantly, a stronger personal relationship with God 
and others. For  information, call Billy  at (715) 441-
6053.† 

B efrienders are trained in 
actively listening, 

respecting, and empathizing with 
others who may be experiencing 
a crisis or difficulty.  There is no 
cost for requesting and meeting 

with a Befriender. If you are interested in having a 
Befriender to talk with, please contact Lisa Mueller at 
(715) 273-1491.† 

Al-Anon continues to meet in the 
Upper Annex classrooms here at 
English Lutheran Church.  The Al-
Anon Family Groups are a fellowship 
of relatives and friends of alcoholics 
who share their  experience, strength 
and hope in order to solve their 
common problems. We believe 
alcoholism is a family illness and that 
changed attitudes can aid  recovery. 

The Al-Anon program is based on the Twelve Steps 
(adapted from Alcoholics Anonymous) which we try, 
little by little, one day at a time, to apply to our lives 
along with our slogans and the Serenity Prayer. The 
loving interchange of help between members and daily 
reading of Al-Anon literature makes us ready to receive 
the priceless gift of serenity.  Al-Anon’s one purpose is to 
help families of alcoholics. 
 Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  For more 
information, call Elaine at 273-3569.† 

Pray for the Sick and 
Share a Prayer 

Shawl! 
 Do you like to knit or crochet? 
Would you like to bless someone who is 
hurting? Come and join us on the third 
Tuesday each month at 5:30 p.m. to make 
prayer shawls. Our next  gathering is on 

May 17. We currently have yarn if you can bring needles.  
 We meet in the Fireside Room to relax and chat while 
we knit/crochet, and then spend some time in prayer for 
those whose needs are brought to our attention. We leave 
having been blessed by fellowship and prayer and having 
been a blessing to those who will receive the shawls.  
 Shawls are blessed in prayer and are available by the 
church office to be given to those who need God’s healing 
and encouraging presence. †  
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Companion Synod Sunday  
May 1 is Companion Synod Sunday, when our whole 
synod will be celebrating the special relationships that we 
here in Northwest Wisconsin have with our companions 
in Malawi and Brazil.  Just who are these companions? 
We are linked to  BRAZIL:  Sinodo Centro-Campanha-
Sul, of the Igreja Evangelica de Confissao Luterana no 
Brasil or (IECLB). This synod has 25 parishes with 118 
congregations, within the larger church of 1800 
congregations and 1115 preaching points.  This church 
has, unlike most Protestant churches in South America, 
been an immigrant church brought by German immigrants 
in the 19th century, and was once predominantly 
rural.  However, that is changing as its membership has 
increasingly been drawn to the cities, and the church has 
reached out to other sectors of society in witness and 
service, particularly landless people, small farmers, 
indigenous peoples, and migrants.   
  
How do we partner with them?  Through ELCA Global 
Mission, churchwide funding not only provides grants for 
new outreaches in Brazil, but also to support joint work 
with Mozambique and Angola, Portugese-speaking 
countries in Africa.  A grant to the seminary enables work 
on race issues and support of small farms of former 
African slaves.  World Hunger funds, such as we have 
just collected in April, support a ministry for street 
children and youth in Sao Paulo.  There have been some 
mutual visits on a leadership level, though not like with 
Malawi.  Pray for these brothers and sisters in their 
ministry, as Brazil has great challenges in agrarian 
reform, migration to the cities, poverty and inequality, the 
burning of the Amazon forest, decimation of the Indians 
of Brazil, and violence against "undesirables" who live on 
the streets in the big cities.  
  
We are linked to MALAWI: The Northwest Synod of WI 
as a whole is a companion to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Malawi, a relatively young church established 
in 1982 as a result of Lutherans in Tanzania.  The ELCM 
has 54 parishes with 300 congregations, and a 
membership of 80,000, among a population of 10.7 
million, of which 55 percent are Protestant, 20 percent 
Roman Catholic, 20 percent Muslim, and the remainder in 
traditional religion.    English Lutheran Church is 
specifically linked to a parish in the ELCM known as the 
"Chileka Mission Area", with its "deanery" in the city of 
Blantyre.  Dean Mofolo  was the dean there until recently, 
when he and several others were encouraged to take 
further studies for ministry, and Rev. Raymond Jumbe 
was appointed to this parish as the acting dean.  As a 
young and growing church, the ELCM is establishing and 
strengthening congregations throughout Malawi, training 
clergy and lay evangelists and congregational lay 

Matching Grant Challenge  
for Pastor©s Academy in 

Malawi 
  

We are gathering one more 
special offering for Malawi on 
May 1, Companion Synod 
Sunday, which will go to support 
the Pastor©s Academy.  That is 
ongoing education for the pastors, 
and training for the new 
evangelists who need to be 
further strengthened and equipped 
for their growing ministry.  Once 
again this year, Norda, Inc. of 

Ladysmith, Wisconsin, owned by Mark and Margaret 
Stensvold, is matching every $2 of contributions with $1 
of matching funds.  We hope that we can raise $20000 
throughout the synod, which would then be matched by 
their maximum gift of $10000, for a gift to Malawi of 
$30000 for training pastors and evangelists.  As this 
matching gift is available to June 1, we will accept gifts 
through May 15, and then send them on to the 
synod.  Special envelopes will be available at church, or 
you can mark your regular envelope with the amount of a 
special gift for "Pastor©s Academy". 

leaders.  They minister to communities through 
evangelism, hunger and health care programs, HIV/AIDS 
programs, development work, and schools.   
  
How do we partner with them?  Churchwide funding 
through ELCA Global Mission supports key priorities of 
the ELCM - evangelism and outreach, scholarships for 
training, primary schools, feeding programs for children, 
and HIV/AIDS projects.  World Hunger funds support the 
development work done through Lutheran World 
Relief.  Groups have been able to visit back and forth, 
including Pastor Menk and Bobbie Sawyers who visited 
Malawi some years ago.  Mabel Madinga andn Agness 
Mofolo visited us last May here in Ellsworth, and 
attended the WELCA gathering and the GLOCAL event 
with us.  This year, there is opportunity for women of our 
synod to go on an August trip to Malawi (see April 
Crossbeams, p. 7).  Pray for them, too, as Malawi has 
about 6 million living below the poverty line, many suffer 
from malaria, and somewhere between 30 and 50% of the 
working population are thought to have HIV/AIDS, 
which can devastate economies.† 
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The Benc ke Family in Japan  
Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke, Emilie Yuko and Hannah Alexis 
Patrick teaches English at Kyushu Lutheran College in Japan. Jackie cares for Emilie and Hannah, and is 
involved in music ministries.  
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In the wake of disaster  

A s the days and weeks have passed since March 
11th, two themes regarding the earthquake and 
tsunami continue to be the focus of most 
conversations. One theme is that of solidarity in 

our grief and in mourning the tremendous loss of innocent 
lives. Not just solidarity within Japan, but in response to 
the outpouring of love and support from so many people 
and organizations around the world. It is amazing to me 
how well people can come together and be supportive of 
one another, despite political rifts and historical 
precedents which have created animosity.  
 
Another theme that is emerging is cooperation in response 
to the question, “How can we be helpful?”  This is 
happening at grass root levels of individuals and small 
organizations (like schools and churches) as well as at the 
corporate level. It is inspiring to see young people take up 
the challenge of standing side by side their fellow 
Japanese citizens to provide the material support they 
need to survive in shelters. The Lutheran churches have 
been sending materials north to Sendai ever since the 
roads became passable. Over 5000 kg (that’s about 
12,000 pounds) of rice have been donated by the Lutheran 
churches.  
 
I know there is incredible suffering around the world – 
suffering endured by the innocent and whose lives are 
made unbearable by natural disasters (drought, 
earthquakes, floods, etc.) or man-made acts of horrifying 
magnitude, and these issues are difficult to deal with 
when those questions arise. I sometimes feel like I need to 
“defend”  God, especially when someone asks, “How 
could God let this happen?” My response is often bathed 
in quietness, but centered around the fact that while we 
want and yearn for security, God doesn’ t offer that. 
Instead, He offers us something much better – Hope.  
 
Meanwhile, those whose lives have been completely 
devastated continue on, day after day, and while they try 
to pick up the pieces of what is remaining – and that is 
often very, very little. Often only the non-profit 
organizations and churches continue to look at these 
people and ask, “How can we be helpful?”  To this end, I 
am proud to be a part of this network and am grateful for 
the opportunity and count it a major blessing to be able to 
be on the giving end.  
 

The Lutheran churches of Japan have combined their 
resources to create the Japan Lutheran Emergency 
Response (JLER). This agency has already begun 
delivering material aid and will continue to do so. In 
addition, further phases will include providing for 
counseling (especially of children), livelihood assistance, 
and community building. Some of the Lutheran-based 
agencies such as the network of schools, colleges and 
social welfare agencies throughout Japan will be 
partnering in these efforts as well.  
 
Another area of need that is not widely recognized is for 
those individuals who are not supported by government-
based programs, such as refugees, foreign students, 
foreign agriculture workers, and other non-Japanese 
individuals who call Japan their home. There are many 
people in this “category”  who live in northern Japan, 
particularly in the area of agriculture. The Japan 
Evangelical Lutheran Association, Japan Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and Lutheran World Federation 
are combining efforts in a separate venue to address these 
needs. Please continue to keep Japan in your prayers. 
Thank you for all you have done thus far. Your generosity 
is appreciated by so many.  

Peace, 

� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������
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ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE 
UPDATE 

 JAPAN - On their website, ELCA Disaster Response 
has posted four situation reports on Japan, and the 
ongoing work there.  Damages to housing, roads, ports, 
and production facilities and other infrastructure are now 
estimated at $309 billion USD.  Almost 49,000 buildings 
were destroyed, and 138,000 more damaged.  At least 
2000 roads, 36 railway lines, and 54 bridges were 
damaged.  492,000 people were evacuated, and 154,000 
are still in shelters (as of 4/11/11).  The tsunami covered 
167,000 square miles of land, much of which has not yet 
drained. A lot of farm land in Japan©s rice basket has been 
ruined for many years.   
  The good news is that ELCA Disaster Response has 
received over 1.1 million USD, and is working with the 
four Lutheran church bodies in Japan, with Church World 
Service and with Asian Rural Institute to distribute 
immediate aid and to begin the long-term work of 
supporting people as they start the work of resettling and 
rebuilding their lives. Thank you to all of you who gave 
for this work! 
  USA SPRING STORMS - Tornadoes, spring storms 
and heavy rains have caused alot of damage in the US this 
spring, and ELCA Disaster Response is working in many 
of those areas.  If you want to give through them, 
designate your gift to "U.S. Floods" or "U.S.Tornadoes", 
and 100 percent will help survivors clean up, rebuild, and 
recover.  If you give undesignated money for "where most 
needed", it will be there, ready for the next disaster, 
whatever it may be, and enable a speedy response.  Pick 
up a bulletin insert at church for a form, or just send your 
gift to ELCA Disaster Response at 39330 Treasury 
Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300.  God bless you for 
caring and sharing! 

scripture verse and they had to guess what he had hiding 
under a lid of a pot.  This particular time he gave them a 
verse referring to speaking in many tongues.  She guessed 
correctly and it was a tongue, a cow’s tongue!!! 
 

What is a memorable Spir itual moment for  you? 
 Kirstin’s most memorable spiritual moment came just 
a few weeks ago at a confirmation retreat.  Deanna has a 
prayer service during the retreat.  The different stations she 
had set up really made sense to Kirstin as it helped things 
click with God on many different levels. 
 Thank you Kirstin for sharing your time and talents 
with English Lutheran Church.  We will miss you next year 
when you go away to school!!  Your service to ELC has 
really made a difference and has been appreciated! 

Get to Know English Lutheran Church  

By Trina Groen 
 

Ever wonder what the person sitting next to you at church does 
for a living or where they grew up?  This article will help us get 
to know each other a little better.  Enjoy! 
 

Kirstin Kopp is one of our very dedicated and involved 
youth.  She is a senior in high 
school this year and will be 
attending college at 
Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minnesota, in the 
fall.  Kirstin will focus her 
college career on writing and 
art.  As Kirstin’s next door 
neighbor, I have had the 
pleasure of knowing the 
Kopp family for about seven 
years and they are wonderful 
neighbors! 
 

Descr ibe your  family: 
 Kirstin lives at home, which is a couple miles east of 
Ellsworth, with parents, Deb and Tate.  Kirstin’s sister, 
Jacquelyn, is in her 2nd year of college at Wartburg, Iowa, 
majoring in History.  Her mom, Deb, is working as a 
substitute in Goodhue County Schools and is the 
Children’s Music Director, and a Sunday School teacher.  
Kirstin’s dad, Tate, works for Lunda Construction 
working on bridge construction. 
 

Where do you live and where have you lived? 
 Kirstin grew up in Cottage Grove, Minnesota.  She 
attended school there until she completed her 4th grade 
school year.  Just before she began 5th grade, Kirstin and 
her family moved to Ellsworth, 7 ½ years ago. 
 

What are your  Current activities and Hobbies? 
 Kirstin is very musical.  She is in jazz band, vocal 
jazz, plays the oboe in band which she will continue in 
college, and sings in the choir.  Kirstin is also involved in 
volleyball and track.  She is a mentor at high school for 
incoming freshmen, which involves getting together with 
a group of freshmen every couple of weeks to play games 
and go over the subjects of drugs, alcohol, bullying, and 
working together.  At church, she is a Sunday School 
assistant, and will be going on the Mission Trip to 
Alabama this summer. She has previously gone to Iowa 
and Maine on mission trips.  Kirstin is also a part of the 
youth leadership team and has done the hospitality 
ministry recently as well. 
 

What is your  favor ite English Lutheran Church 
memory? 
 During her seven years attending ELC, Kirstin’s 
favorite memory is confirmation with Pastor Harlen, 
specifically one time when Harlen gave the kids a 
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May Calendar 

May 4.……....……..................Quilter’s Workday, 9 a.m. 
May 11.................Bible Study, 9 a.m., Bev Gaard serving 
       (This is our last study on the Old Testament.) 
May 18........................Nursing Home Worship, 2:30 p.m. 
           Esther Circle serving 
June 1....... Spring Housecleaning/Church Kitchen, 9 a.m.
              Volunteers needed. 
 

There will no be Bible Study or  Quilters’  Workdays  
in the months of June, July or  August. 

 
Apr il Helpers: 

Altar  Guild: 
     Sue Palmquist, Sharon Schulze, Judy Dumermuth  
Deaconess: 
     Elaine Hines 

! � 	 � � "� �� �� �� � � � ���! � 	 � � "� �� �� �� � � � ���! � 	 � � "� �� �� �� � � � ���! � 	 � � "� �� �� �� � � � �������

Dear English Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your recent donation. It 
is very much appreciated. Together we 
CAN and DO make a difference. March 
donations totaled 62 lbs.  

Trygvie Aarsheim, Coordinator  
           Pierce County Food Pantry  

 
Dear English Lutheran Church members and friends, 
Thank you so much for the cards, prayers and good 
wishes while I was hospitalized.  I am home now and 
feeling better every day. 
                                                                         Esther Keup 

Wednesday, 
May 11  
 
9:00 a.m.  
Coffee and Business 
Meeting   
9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

 
Pastor 's Notes for  May Bible Study 
This being our last month, we will look at the books that 
have to do with the exile, the return from exile, and the 
promised restoration.  To prepare, please try to read the 
following: 
    Jeremiah 29-31 
    Ezekiel 8-10, 16, 36-37 
    Isaiah 40, 49, 52, 54, 60--62 
    Daniel 2,7,9 
    (Esther 2-5,7-8 optional) 
    Ezra 1, 3-6, 7 
    Nehemiah 1-2,4-6, 8 
    Haggai 1-2 
    Malachi 1-4 
    Zechariah 8-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for the following service members:        
Suzanne Allen, Robert Hines, Shaun Brenner ,Drew 
Gilman, David Hall Jr., Lee Hanson, Pat Mongell,  
Amanda Arndt Kennedy, Peter Onan, Rick Puente,   
Bryan Vannet, and Joe Wekkin. 
 
Please contact the church office at 273-4617 with the 
names and addresses of any English Lutheran members 
or friends you know who are serving in the Armed 
Forces.  
 
" Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I  ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen.”  
 

See the Parish Nurse and 
Health Ministries Team for 
Blood Pressure and Heart 
Rate Checks and other 
helpful healthy information 
on Sunday, May 15,  

9-10:30 a.m. downstairs in the front entrance.   
 We have a health ministry team whose purpose is to 
assist in establishing priorities, coordinate with committees 
already in existence, (for example, Befrienders) and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of services rendered. We would 
like to add some new members to our committee.  If you 
are interested in joining us, please contact Joyce Karlstad 
at 273-4539 or the church office. You do not need to be a 
health professional.† 
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Jean Krauss, Children’s 
Education Director 
Phone:  715-273-4251  
Email: 
october_home_fire@yahoo.com  

� 
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
Schedule Changes  
Planning is underway for VBS at English Lutheran Church 
for Summer 2011.  It has been decided NOT to offer Day 
Camp with the Luther Point Bible Camp Counselors this 
year.  In place of two separate VBS programs, we are 
combining the Day and Evening sessions into one 
scheduled from 6-8 p.m., Monday through Thursday, June 
20-23. On Friday, June 24, parents, families, and friends 
are invited to a special program presented by the children 
from 6-7 p.m. with refreshments to follow. Parents should 
be aware that children attending summer school this year 
should NOT plan on riding the bus to church during the 
week of June 20-24.  
 
 

VBS Registration Information 
This combined VBS will include children who are age 3 
by June 1 through those who will have just completed 5th 
grade. We are planning to follow the WoRM (Workshop 
Rotation Model) plan used this year for Sunday School. 
Registration/medical forms are available in the church 
office and online at the church website. All children must 
have a signed form to participate in VBS. There is no fee 
for VBS.  
 
 

VBS Donations Requested 
Cash donations or gift cards (Pamida and Hinck’s) will 
help stretch our financial resources. Please consider 
helping to enrich the Christian experience of our 
youngsters with your time, talents, and gifts. Please do not 
donate snacks or beverages as these will be coordinated 
with the theme for the week. 
 
 

Volunteers Needed for VBS 
Adult and Youth volunteers (minimum age 13-14, going 
into 7th grade) are needed to help lead the various 
workshops and assist with “crowd control”  for this new 
VBS program. Workshops will include drama, music, 
crafts, games, food, movies, and Bible study. All advance 
preparation of materials and directions will be provided. 
We invite parents, other family members, and friends to 
participate with the children in VBS at English Lutheran 
Church - come see what the kids are doing. Signup sheets 
for volunteers are available in the church office and online 
at the church website. 

School Kits for World Relief 
Changes 
There are new instructions and a new pattern for the 
school kit bags for the School Kits for World Relief. The 
information is available at the following website: http://
lwr.org/beinvolved/schoolkit.asp. Printed copies are 
available in the church office and the kiosk at the back of 
the sanctuary Gathering Area. Some fabric for the bags 
has been donated to this Sunday School Fall Project by 
the Women of English Lutheran church. Please contact 
Jean, if you are interested in making any school bags. 
 
 

Malawi Bed Nets Donations Final 
Report 
We extend our sincere gratitude to all who gave so 
generously to the March Bed Net Project sponsored by 
the Children’s Education Ministry. Our final total was 
$858.32.  In the three years we have been doing this 
special project, over $2,300 has been collected. We know 
this is making an impact on the lives of those in Malawi 
and elsewhere in Africa in the prevention of malaria and 
other insect-borne diseases. Thanks to you and your 
children, the children of other families are leading safer 
and healthier lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the month of May upon us, we are presenting our 
final Rotation for this year, The Resurrection Story. This 
is a three week Rotation, May 1-15. On May 22, the 
children will take part in a special Wrap-Up Day with 
games and other activities to conclude the school year. 
 
We thank the children who attended all year, and their 
parents and family members that made sure the children 
were there. We encourage more parents and other family 
members to become active participants in this new way of 
doing Sunday School. We felt it was very successful, and 
will continue to work on improving the program each 
year.  We trust that everyone enjoyed our first year of 
WoRM Sunday School and will be back in even greater 
numbers in the fall. 
 
Thanks, everyone, for all your interest, support,  and help 
in making this work. Special thanks to The Design Team, 
Workshop Leaders, Shepherds, and other volunteers. This 
could not work without all of you helping.† 
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Sunday, May 1 
Cinnamon rolls served after all three worship services  
 

Monday, May 2 
Youth House open 3-5, high school youth only  
 

Wednesday, May 4 
Mission trip meeting at 5:30 pm  
 

Thursday, May 5 
Youth House open 3-5, middle school youth only   
 

Monday, May 9 
Youth House open 3-5, high school youth only  
 

Wednesday, May 11 
Youth House open 3-5; High school youth group 5- 
7 pm 
 

Thursday, May 12 
Youth House open 3-5, middle school youth only   
 

Friday, May 13 
Feed My Starving Children 5 pm    
 

Monday, May 16 
Youth House open 3-5, high school youth only  
 

Wednesday, May 18 
Youth House open 3-5; High school youth group 5-7 pm 
 

Thursday, May 19 
Youth House open 3-5, middle school youth only 
 

Monday, May 23 
Youth House open 3-5, high school youth only  
 

Wednesday, May 25 
Youth House open 3-5; High school youth group 5-7 pm 
 

Thursday, May 26 
Youth House open 3-5, middle school youth only 
 

Monday, May 30 
Youth House open 3-5, high school youth only 
 

Wednesday, June 1 
Mission Trip meeting at 5:30 pm  

 
 
 

FUNDRAISERS 
ALUMINUM CAN 
DRIVE 
Drop off your aluminum cans in 
the container in the South 
parking lot! Thank you everyone 
for all your cans... it has been 

GREAT! We will continue collecting all year round!  
 

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES  
Bring in your empty cartridges, we will recycle them for 
you! There is a box in the Youth Room. Thank you for 
remembering us when you need to recycle them! NO 
EPSON OR LASER 

 

Youth Mission 
Trip 2011 
Birmingham, 
Alabama, on 
July 23-31, 2011 
Birmingham  was once a 
major hub for the steel 
industry. However, now the 

urban neighborhoods here have approximately 1,000 
plus homeowners that are living in substandard 
housing. Families are in desperate need of assistance to 
improve their living conditions. Your service will 
minister to residents and reach into a community with 
Christ’s love.  
If you are interested in going on this trip, please get in 
touch with Deanna at 715-821-5357 or email her at 
traynor4@redwing.net to see if there are any spots open. 
 

MISSION TRIP MEETING 
Wednesday, May 4, in the dining hall at 5:30 pm. 
Brats will be here! You need to pick them up! 
Be sure to br ing any candy bar  money you have! 
Cheese Curd Festival sign ups sheets will be out! Parents 
and sponsors are encouraged to come! The only way you 
stay informed is by coming to the meetings! 
 

 
CINNAMON ROLLS 
Sunday, May 1 - after  all three worship services 
The mission trip youth will be 
serving cinnamon rolls, please 
show your support with your 
donations! This will be our last 
Sunday we will be doing this 
until October. Thanks! 

Deanna Traynor, Youth Director 
traynor4@redwing.net 

� � � � 
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BRATWURSTS! 
Pick your  brats up on Wednesday, May 4, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m.! If you don’ t they may get sold to someone 
else!  

 
YOUTH HOUSE HOURS  
Mondays 3-5 p.m. (high school only) 
Wednesdays 3-7 p.m. for  high school youth group (no 
youth group first Wednesday of month, that is mission 
trip meeting) Thursdays 3-5 p.m. (middle school only)  
Computers, Wii, PS3, XBox 360, Kinect, PS2, Rock 
Band, Guitar Hero and much more. Lots of board games, 
crafts, DVDs, etc! Pop sells for a quarter a can. Fun and 
safe place to hang out with your friends! EVERYONE in 

the community is welcome!  
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesday, May 11, 18, 25 
3-5 p.m. Youth House is open for  
HS youth group kids 

Youth group star ts at 5 p.m. 
Supper is served at 5 p.m. followed by games, music and 
great discussions! Bring lots of friends! 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
MINISTRY TEAM MEETING  
May 9 at the Youth House at 6 p.m. 
If you are an adult and would like to be part of an active 
and loving team, please come to our meeting.  We would 
love to have you!  

 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
IN EAGAN, MINNESOTA 
Friday, May 13, leave from the youth house at 5 p.m. 
Return by 9 p.m. 
This is for ages 3rd grade through 100 years old (3-6 
graders parents need to attend with them) 
Make a difference in a child’s life - be part of packing 
food for starving children in third world countries. It is a 
lot of fun! We have 40 spots reserved, let’s fill them up! 
We would love to have adults and youth experience this 
GREAT servant event packing food for lots of hungry 
children! We have a lot of fun while saving lives! Sign up 
sheets on bulletin boards, drivers will be needed! Sign up 
deadline is Sunday, May 8.  
 
 
 
 

 

BACCALAUREATE 
Wednesday, May 25, at 7:00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join the seniors with their family 
and friends at the Cafetorium at 7:00 p.m. for this 
wonderful service.  

 
CHEESE CURD FESTIVAL 
June 23-26 
Once again the youth will be opening the fairstand during 
the festival. Be sure to come and see us! 
 

SONSHINE FESTIVAL 
July 14-17 
Watch for sign up sheets and more info on bulletin 
boards! 

10-10-10- Offering Gathered 
Thank you all for your generosity in the special offerings 
for the "Ten Ways God Has Worked in Ten Years" ten-
week appeal.  In three Sundays in April, we gathered 
$1,343.93. This will be gathered together with offerings 
from all the churches at our Synod Assembly.   One third 
will go to ELCA World Hunger, which is used in many 
places around the world.  Two-thirds will go to the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Malawi for these ten minis-
tries that are a part of their outreach: 
    -feeding centers for children 
    -HIV/AIDS support 
    -mosquito nets to fight malaria 
    -literacy training for women 
    -financial assistance for students 
    -vocational training 
    -disaster response (droughts and earthquakes to date) 
    -mobile health clinics 
    -clean water projects 
    -food security/sustainability 
  
Mabel Madinga who visited here last year coordinates 
this work of "Diakonia" (service or ministry) for ELC-
Malawi.  She says, "Ten years of diakonia equals life 
given to people."  Thank you for your help in lifting up 
and sustaining those who hunger and thirst, those who are 
sick and in need, those who need hope and help to build a 
better future!  "As you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers/sisters, you did it to me", Jesus said.  
(Matt. 25:40) 
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May 2011 
By Craig M. Corbin, 
Executive Director 

3rd Annual Break in Lake and Pancake Breakfast:  On 
Saturday, May 14 at Luther Point, join us for a free-will 
Pancake Breakfast from 8-11a.m. and help us break in Big 
Wood Lake! Come prepared with swimsuit and towel for a 
brisk wake up experience as we kick-off Spring with a cool 
plunge around 11a.m. Camp tours will be available and camper 
registrations will be taken on that day. I f you register  for  
camp dur ing the event, you may qualify for  a $15 discount. 
All proceeds from the event go toward the Campership 
Fund.   
 

Volunteers are being sought to help with the Pancake 
Breakfast. Contact Becky at 715-689-2347 or 
Becky@LutherPoint.org if you’d like to help. Please come and 
join us for any and all of these fun events!! 
 

Needs / Wish L ist:  We are still looking for good used vehicles, 
preferably mini-vans or mid-size sedans.  We have some older 
vehicles that are showing their wear and tear.  In addition, we 
have some docks in the Family Cabin area of camp that are 
seeing their last days.  With this being a shallow bay, we would 
like to entertain the idea of having floating docks. 
 

Camp Clean-up Days:  Clean up days for camp are scheduled 
for, Saturday, April 30, and Saturday, May 7.  The morning 
starts around 9 a.m. with coffee and a snack.  A variety of 
projects are available: especially yard work, raking, picking up 
tree branches, window cleaning, cabin cleaning, trail clearing, 
wood splitting and much more. Please come and spend part of 
the day.  Snacks, beverages, and lunch are provided. 
 

9th Annual Golf Scramble for  Camperships:  Monday, June 
20, 9 a.m. check-in at the Frederic Golf Course.  Mark your 
calendars and join us for a day of golf, food, and fellowship 
while supporting campers who otherwise could not attend 
camp.  Teams of four may register for $70 each which includes 
$35 for green fees and $35 towards Luther Point’s Campership 
Fund. The day will include a Barbeque and Awards Ceremony 
as well as prizes and hole games.  We are looking for 
volunteers to assist with this event.  To volunteer or for more 
information, contact Rachael at 715-689-2347 or 
Golf@LutherPoint.org. 
 

Luther  Point’s Summer Celebration: Sunday, August 7:  
Donations of quality Artisan Crafts, Theme Baskets, Quilts, 
Farmer’s Market produce, Silent Auction items, and more are 
needed. 
 

Mark your  calendars now to join us for  the annual Craft / 
Quilt Auction and Summer Celebration on Sunday August 
7th.  We are looking for individuals to create and donate items 
such as artwork, wood-crafted items, quilts, other crafts, theme 
baskets and more for the Auction.  Gardeners—consider 
planting some extra produce to donate to Luther Point in 
August!  With questions, contact Marcel at 715-689-2347 or 
Marcel@LutherPoint.org.  
 

 

Prayers for 
Healing: 
 
Healing: Paul Krauss, Scott 
Hanson, Rollie Krauss, 
Caraline Crary, Michelle 
DuRen, Duane and Marion 
Johnson, Mackenzie Marks, 
Dale Melstrom, Kim Morth, 

Addelin Pasch, Bob Wittenberg, Claudia McEvoy, Jeff 
Place, Carol Bennett, Dawn, Tony DeSantis, Kira Engen, 
Rose Gath, Lloyd Gath, Jim Johnson, Heather Johnson, 
Jolene Johnston, Scott Lubich, Mike Myer, Mary Jane 
Nelson, Gerald Place, Patricia Place, Amanda Swanson, 
Ann Wells, Jenny, Todd Chowan, Maxine Close, Victoria 
Crow, Gary Ehle, Ken Glamm, Jenny, Dean Klemm, 
Jackie Koenig, Josie, Irene Krause, Verna Lifto,  Annie 
Linder, Monica McDonald, Dick Rohl, Dawn Rungy, Bill 
Van, Monie Van, Josh Willabye, Gary Williams, Scott 
Williamson. 
 
Long-Term Prayers: Gwen Swanson, Jim Gebhard, 
Margaret Hofmeister, Rollie Krauss, Kathryn Chambers,  
Joyce Christensen,  Sherry York, Evelyn Swanson, 
Shirley Raechke, Bettie Hinz, Ann Mueller, Charlotte 
Krause, Wendy Wegerer, Erma Anderson, Adelaide 
Boettcher, Margie and Bob Braff, Arlene Denzer, Kim 
Jennings, Sandy Johnson, Jim Kenall, Lia King, Gordon 
Luebker, Marie Olbert, Mary Ann Putzeier, Leatrice 
Schommer, Steve Traynor, Marguerite Westbrook  
 

Pray for  those who gr ieve the loss of loved ones: 
·  Family and friends of John Haessly, Crystal (Myer) 

Daleiden, and Catherine (Symes) Giske 
·  Dale and Angela Bohnert family in death of Angela’s 

grandmother, Arlene Klein. 
·  Kip and Julie Gore family in death of Kip’s father, 

Gene L Gore. 
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This 365-day reading plan leads you from Genesis to Revelation in just 
a year. Though it doesn©t include every chapter and verse, it offers a 
complete view of Scripture and does so without being overwhelming. 
By skipping past material that appears more than once, it gives you a 
streamlined look at the entire Bible. Take this tour of God©s Word to 
discover its life-changing wisdom and power.  

Using the S.O.A.P Method for  
Bib le Reading 
S.O.A.P. stands for Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer. It’ s a 
great way to delve more deeply into your Bible reading, and record 
your thoughts, emotions and connections when studying scripture. 
S.O.A.P. is designed to be used with a journal along with your regular 
Bible reading, using the process as you read each day. It can also be an 
effective tool to help you connect with particular passages. 
Things You’ ll Need: 

·  Bible 
·  paper or journal 
·  pen 

Sc ripture 
First, have a reading plan. Read the scripture passage for that day, and 
then reread if necessary to understand. As you read, underline the 
words, phrases or verses that stand out or catch your attention. 

Observation 
Second, journal what strikes you about these words, phrases, and 
verses. How is God speaking to you through them? What insights or 
observation have you gained? 

Applic ation 
Third, apply the scripture and observation into your personal life. If we 
live out the Word of God in our lives, our lives will be transformed. 
How does this scripture apply to you and your situation? Write some 
action points on how you intend to apply this to your life. 

Prayer  
Finally, write a prayer based on your reading, observation and 
application. Ask God to help you live out what you have learned. 

English  
Lutheran 
Church 

365 Day  
Bible Reading 
Plan 

May 1 Nehemiah 8:1-18 

May 2 Esther 1:1-22 

May3 Esther 2:1-23 

May4 Esther 3:1-15 

May 5 Esther 4:1-17 

May 6 Esther 5:1-14 

May 7 Esther 6:1-7:10 

May 8 Job 1:1-22 

May 9 Job 2:1-13 

May10 Job 38:1-41 

May 11 Job 42:1-17 

May 12 Psalm 1:1-6 

May 13 Psalm 8:1-9 

May 14 Psalm 23:1-6 

May15 Psalm 51:1-19 

May 16 Psalm 103:1-22 

May 17 Psalm 139:1-24 

May 18 Psalm 145:1-21 

May 19 Proverbs 4:1-27 

May 20 Proverbs 5:1-23 

May 21 Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

May 22 Isaiah 6:1-13 

May 23 Isaiah 53:1-12 

May 24 Jeremiah 1:1-9 

May 25 Jeremiah 36:1-32 

May 26 Jeremiah 38:1-13 

May 27 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

May 28 Daniel 1:1-21 

May 29 Daniel 2:25-49 

May 30 Nehemiah 5:1-19 

May 31 Daniel 3:1-30 

Cut out the scr iptures and use as a 
bookmark in your  bible to keep track of 
your  reading plan! 
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General Fund INCOME  
English Lutheran Church 2011 

 

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Income 
Amount 

Total    
Income to 

Date 

Projected 
Income       
to Date 

Ahead or 
Behind 

Projected 
Income to 

Date 

Jan. $ 25,105    $25,105 $ 28,492 $ (3,387) 

Feb. $ 21,483 $ 46,588 $ 56,984 $ (10,397) 

Mar. $ 23,297    $ 69,885  $ 85,477 $ (15,592) 

April $     $   $113,969 $ 

May $     $ $142,461 $ 

June $     $ $170,953 $ 

July $    $ $199,446 $ 

Aug. $     $ $227,938 $ 

Sept. $     $ $256,430 $ 

Oct. $     $ $284,922 $ 

Nov. $     $ $313,415 $ 

Dec. $      $ $341,907 $ 

� �� � � � � �� �( � � � � � #� 
 �) ���� �� � � � � �� �( � � � � � #� 
 �) ���� �� � � � � �� �( � � � � � #� 
 �) ���� �� � � � � �� �( � � � � � #� 
 �) �������

Date  8:00 9:15 10:45 Totals 

March 6 50 110 54 214 

March 13 32 93 54 179 

March 20 45 127 53 226 

March 27 53 111 55 219 

Totals 180 441 216 837 

Average 
Attendance 

45 110 54 209 

Gifts of Love 
Weekly offerings received for the mission and ministry of 
English Lutheran Church through the General Fund and 
for mortgage payments through the Building Fund. 

 
Mortgage Status: Monthly Mortgage payment is 1,781. 
Principal balance as of  April 14, 2011 was 
$210,549.09.†   

Date         General Fund      Building Fund 

March 1-5 $ 1,027  $ 89 

March 6-12 $ 5,484  $ 598 

March 13-19 $7,357.66   $ 229 

March 20-31 $9,428  $ 821 

Totals        $ 23,296.66   $ 1,737 

Comparative:  Actual Income to Expenses: 
Year to date income (March): $ 69,885 
Year to date expenses (March): $ 79,517 
Surplus/(Shortfall) 2011:  $ (9,632) 

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Expenses 

Total  

Expenses to 
Date 

Budget 
Expenses to 

Date 

Over/
(Under) 
Budget  

Expenses to 
Date 

Jan. $ 26,022  $26,022 $ 27,515 $ (1,493) 

Feb. $ 26,901 $ 52,923 $ 56,238 $ (3,315) 

Mar. $ 26,593    $ 79,517  $ 86,168 $ (6,651) 

April $     $   $ $ 

May $     $ $ $ 

June $     $ $ $ 

July $    $ $ $ 

Aug. $     $ $ $ 

Sept. $     $ $ $ 

Oct. $     $ $ $ 

Nov. $     $ $ $ 

Dec. $      $ $ $ 

General Fund EXPENSES 
English Lutheran Church 2011 
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WEEK ONE: 
 
Sunday, May 1        Easter 2  
Cinnamon Rolls served after all Services 
Companion Synod Sunday 
8  am  Traditional Worship 
9:15/10:45 am Contemporary Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, May 2 
3 -5pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
 
Tuesday,  May 3 
5:30 pm Prayer Team 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, May 4 
3 -5pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
5:30 pm Mission Trip Meeting 
7:00 pm Confirmation Workshop 
7:45 pm  Hosanna Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 pm Spirit Song Rehearsal  
 
Thursday, May 5 
3 -5 pm Youth House Open MS Youth 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
 

Saturday, May 7 
2  pm Wedding 
 
WEEK TWO: 
 
Sunday, May 8 Easter 3 
Happy Mother’s Day 
8  am     Traditional Worship 
9:15/10:45 am Contemporary Worship  
9:15 am      Sunday School 
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery 
             
Monday, May 9 
3 -5pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
6  pm Personnel Committee meeting  
  
Tuesday, May 10  
5:30 pm    Prayer Team 
7 pm    Finance Committee Meeting 
7:30 pm    Al-Anon 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
9  am Women’s Bible Study 
4  pm   Cross Beams Deadline 
3 -5 pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
5 - 7 pm   High School Youth Group 
7:45 pm  Hosanna Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 pm Spirit Song Rehearsal  

Thursday,  May 12 
3 -5 pm Youth House Open MS Youth 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
Fr iday,  May 13 
 5 pm Feed My Starving Children 
 
Saturday, May 14 
9 am Adopt A Highway 
 
WEEK THREE: 
 
Sunday, May 15 Easter 4 
8 am  Traditional Worship 
9-10:30 am  Parish Nurse 
9:15/10:45 am  Contemporary Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, May 16 
3-5 pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
 
Tuesday, May 17 
5:30 pm Prayer Team/Prayer Shawls 
6:30 pm   Congregational Council Meeting 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, May 18 
2:30 pm Ellsworth Care Center Worship  
   Esther Circle 
3 -5pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
5 -7 pm  High School Youth Group 
6:30 pm Confirmation Guide Huddle  
   Appreciation 
7:45 pm  Hosanna Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 pm Spirit Song rehearsal  
 
Thursday,  May 19 
3 -5 pm Youth House Open MS Youth 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
 
WEEK FOUR: 
 
Sunday, May 22 Easter 5 
Honoring Graduates at services 
8 am  Traditional Worship 
9:15/10:45 am  Contemporary Worship  
9:15 am       Last day of Sunday School 
5:30 pm          Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, May 23 
9 am  Print Cross Beams 
3-5 pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only) 
 
 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
9 am    Assemble Cross Beams 
5:30 pm    Prayer Team 
7:00 pm   Council/Finance Committee Mtg 
7:30 pm    Al-Anon 
Wednesday, May 25 
3-5pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
5 -7 pm  High School Youth Group 
7:00 pm Baccalaureate at High School  
6:45 pm  Spirit Song Rehearsal  
 
Thursday, May 26  
3 -5 pm Youth House Open MS Youth 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
 
WEEK FIVE: 
 
Sunday, May 29  Easter 6 
Farewell for Pastor John 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8 am  Traditional Worship 
9:15/10:45 am  Contemporary Worship  
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, May 30 
Memorial Day Holiday 
Church Offices Closed 
3-5 pm  Youth House Open   
 (High School Only)  
 
Tuesday, May 31 
5:30 pm   Prayer Team 
7:30 pm   Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, June 1 
5:30 pm Mission Trip Meeting 
 
Upcoming Events: 
June 3-4          Synod Assembly 
June 7            Last day of School 
June 12           Pentecost Sunday 
June 20-24      Vacation Bible School 
June 23-25      Cheese Curd Festival 
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