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Summer Events at English Lutheran Church
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Polka Fest Worship

Y ou can tap your feet while you worship on
Sunday, July 10, when English Lutheran Church sponsors
the annual Polka Fest Ecumenical Worship Service held at
the Pierce County Fairgrounds Grandstand at 10:30 am.

Once again, the Wendinger Band will provide music
for the festival worship. Dale Bohnert will lead the
worship and deliver the message. A free will offering will
be taken to support our Community Crisis Fund.

The usual 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. worship
services will also be held at English Lutheran on Sunday,

July 10.
‘, again thisyear. Order
your ticketswith the
TlC KETS office no later than
FAIR STAND WORKERS Thursday, July 14. If
ORDER BY JULY 14! youdonot havea
season pass or do not
wish to pay your way into the fair worker tickets are
provided for you to pick up in the church office or
between services, Sunday, July 31, or cal the church
office at 273-4617 to have them placed in your church
mailbox for pickup. Early morning shift (6:30a.m.)
workers DO NOT need an admission ticket.

Admission tickets for
fair stand workers
should be available
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Fair Stan
Planning

By Jon Tonsager and Paul Tonsager Fair Stand Ministry

It isthat time of the year again to think about
volunteering for the Congregational Church Fair Stand
during the Pierce County Fair. The fair runs from
Wednesday, August 10, through Sunday, August
14. We hope everyone had a great time participating at
the stand last year, getting out into the community, and
serving our neighbors. It certainly was fun seeing all of
your smiling faces, the great fellowship we had, and
displaying that message to the community.

Y ou can volunteer for breakfast, lunch, or dinner
time shifts. Please keep in mind that we also are going to
serve afull evening menu on Wednesday — the night
before the fair officially opens.

The sign-up sheets will be available between
worship services or you can call the church office at 715-
273-4617. We hope to see al who volunteered last year
plus many new smiling faces.

Soup Preparation for the

Pierce County Fair Stand

In July, we will be making vegetable soup. It will
take a few hours to cut veggies with afood processor and
cook it in stock pots. If you are
able to help make the soup,

please contact Jon Tonsager at
ST 651-245-1816 or watch for the

2 time and date to be announced in
)— the Sunday bulletin and at
=5 worship services.
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617

Fax : 715-273-5974

Church website:
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org

Find us on Facebook!

English Lutheran Church Staff

Interim Senior Pastor Valerie Peterson
valeriepeterson@englishlutheranchurch.org

Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant

Janet Gray, Communications Secretary
janetgray@englishlutheranchurch.org

Deanna Traynor, Youth Director
traynor4d@redwing.net

Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director
october_home_fire@yahoo.com

Lisa Griffin, Organist, Pianist,
SpiritSong Director, Hosanna Choir Director,
Children’s Music Accompanist

Joyce Karlstad, Parish Nurse (715) 273-4539

Lutheran Social Services

* Counselor, 715-386-3581
: Julie Baggenstoss, Custodian

f Mark Moldenhauer, Groundskeeper

Congregational Council:

Kip Gore, President
Dale Bohnert, Vice President & Evangelism
Purpose Champion
Angie Raebel, Secretary
Gale Gaard, Treasurer
Sean DuRen, Fellowship Purpose Champion
Trina Groen, Discipleship Purpose Champion
Kristen Cain, Worship Purpose Champion
Burton Larson
Lisa Mueller, Service and Ministry
Purpose Champion

Az
7N
e
ZIN
A4
7N
Az
7N
P2
7N
Sz
7N
Al
7N
e
7IN
Sz
7N
Al
7N
Sz
7N
U

.
(
J,
(

),
()
),
()
),
()
),
()
N
()
),
()
),
()
N
()
),
()
N
()
),
K
),
K
N
()
),
()
),
()
),
()
),
()
),
()
),
K
),
()
),
()
),
()
),
K
),

0

AY
AN
AN
AN
AN
AY
AN
AN
AY
AN
AN
AN
U
K
Al
(

),

()
2.
(

),

()
A
(

),

()

U
K
2.
(

),

()
2.
(

),

()
2.
(
),
(

7
X
7
7
A\
7
A
7
7
A
7
7
X
7
A\
rd
7
X
7
7
A
7
7\
A\
7
A
7
7
X
e
7
A
e
7
A\
7
A
e
7
X
e
7
A
e
A\
rd
7
A
e
7
A
7
7
X
7
A\
rd
7
X
7
7
X
7
7
A\
7

Nz Az A2 Nz Az A

Registration for 2011-2012
Sunday School in August!

Sunday School Registration will be held between
services each Sunday from August 7 - 28. Sunday School
classes will begin on Rally Day Sunday, September 11, at
9:15. We would like to pre-register as many children as
possible to help us determine the amount of materials we
will need. Because we are going to use the Workshop
Rotation Model (WoRM) for Sunday School classes
(Kindergarten through 5th grade), we will need volunteers
to help with the various workshops again this year. Our
Pre-School program will remain the same as in past years,
and our 6th grade program (Pre-Confirmation) will
emphasi ze preparation for Confirmation class. Please
contact Jean Krauss (email
october_home fire@yahoo.com or phone at 715-273-
4251) anytime this summer with comments, questions,
requests, or special needs for Sunday School and Children’s
Ministry.

PowerPoint Operators Needed!

We arein need of volunteers to run the PowerPoint
presentation during both the 8:30am and 10:00am
services this summer. If you areinterested in being on
the PowerPoint team, please contact Michelle Westberg at
715-273-5693 or michellesmith327@yahoo.com

| &2 Garage No

Sale
Coming on
Saturday,
October 1st!

By Bobbie Sawyers
Back by popular demand in the fall will be the

“ Garage No Sale” . Please start saving those GENTLY
USED items to be donated for use by someone who needs
them. Most things are accepted — clothing, household
items, outdoor items, furniture, toys, etc. The items most
appreciated are winter coats and jackets, and warm
bedding such as blankets or comforters. However, items
such as computers, TV's, phones, cell phones, large
sporting goods items such as exercise equipment,
downhill ski’s, and some office equipment will only be
accepted if the person’s name and phone are on the item
and they will bewilling to take them back if not
distributed, so we do not have to pay to have them
recycled. Consider being avolunteer and a customer for a
great fellowshiptimeat thesae! Lunch will be
included free.
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CALLING A PASTOR IS DISCERNING THE WILL OF GOD

By Heidi Gutting, Call Committee Chair

The Call Processis not the same as the hiring process in most areas of society. A “cal” isone element in the church’'s
seeking and following of where God isleading us. Hereis an outline of the Interim and Call Process at English Lutheran
Church:
- Pastor Harlen Menk announced his retirement.

The Interim pastor settlesinto the life of the congregation - Pastor Va erie Peterson and Associate Pastor John
Peterson were installed in the role of Interim Pastors.

The Congregation Council selected the team to complete the Mission Site Profile (MSP), consisting of Dale Bohnert,
Melissa Bisila, and Angie Raebel. Thisisadocument that defines who we are as a congregation and identifies our
vision, which isthen used by the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin in determining compatible Rostered L eadersto be
considered for call.

The Congregation Council prepares the compensation package range.

The Congregation Council appointed the Call Committee according to the constitution, which consists of six
members of our congregation: Kip Gore, Jerry Christiansen, Pat Linder, Sharon Schulze, Bridget Onan and Heidi
Guitting.

The Congregation Council, MSP team, and Call Committee met with Bishop Duane Pederson from the synod to
review the MSP and consider clarification and refinement to the document, and provided orientation to the Call
Committee to prepare and carry out interviews.

The Call Committee worked diligently preparing interview questions and conducted “mock” interviews with local
pastorsin preparation of call candidate interviews.

The Council approved the M SP document.
The Call Committee sent names of any candidates suggested by the congregation to synod staff.

Synod staff prayerfully discerned the needs of the congregation and the gifts of potential candidates, and provided
the names of three candidates for the Call Committee’ sreview.
Thefirst candidate was not interviewed by mutual decision between the candidate and the Call Committee.
The second candidate was interviewed, but was declined by the Call Committee.
The third candidate is being recommended to Congregation Council for call.

WE ARE HERE IN THE
PROCESS - NEXT STEPS:

The Congregation Council receives the Call Committee’ s recommendation and if approved contacts the candidate to
negotiate the compensation package.

If there is an agreement on the terms of the Letter of Call, the Congregation Council notifies the synod staff and calls
a Specia Meeting of the congregation.

The Call Committee works with the candidate to provide a biography and other information about the candidate to
share with the congregation.

In order for a Call to be issued, there must be first a congregationa vote by written ballot to call the candidate at a
Special Meeting called by the Congregation Council; the measure must pass by at least a 2/3 majority vote.

The secretary and president of the Council, representing the congregation’s decision, must sign the Letter of Call.
The Bishop, representing the whole Church, must sign the Letter of Call.
The Candidate has three weeks to respond to the Letter of Call, once they haveit in hand.

Asyou can seg, there is much “behind the scenes’ as we work to discern where God isleading us. The ultimate goal is
to discover who God is calling to be our next pastor, but the process can and should be atime of spiritual reflection and
reawakening. Please continue to keep the Call Committee and Congregation Council in your prayers as we continuein
this process.

Cross Beams - July 2011 Page 3



Sent to the Cross Roads

Synod Assembly Report
by Heidi Gutting

I had the privilege of attending the Northwest
Synaod of Wisconsin’s Synod Assembly as avoting
member with Synod Council member, Jim Erickson,
representing English Lutheran Church on June 3 and 4,
2011. Having never attended a Synod Assembly, |
didn’t know what to expect, but my best description
would be to compare it to aglorified two-day Council
meeting with worship songs and testimonials sprinkled
in. Bishop Duane Pederson facilitated the assembly,
which was held on the campus of the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

Keynote speaker, Martha Stortz, Augsburg
College, was very entertaining. Martha Stortz described
discipleship as having a balance much like gathering
and scattering, and talked about God being a God of
second chances, of which we are all grateful!

As avoting member, | was responsible to make
informed decisions guided by God'’ s Spirit, scripture
and my conscience in the best interest of our
congregation. Asavoting member, | participated in
voting on the 2011 ballot for Synod Council and on
Resolutions.

Many of the group gathered to worship on campus
at 6:30 am. Saturday morning, immediately followed a
scenic walk/run to fight malaria, then met up with the
othersin time for coffee and a light breakfast before the
assembly reconvened.

We broke into small groups and held Bible studies
under the direction of Assistant Professor Karl
Jacobson, Professor of Religion at Augsburg College. |
was fortunate to bein asmall group with Pastors
Vaerie and John Peterson, and | learned new insight
and ways of considering the meaning of familiar
passages.

If you ever have an opportunity to attend, |
encourage you to do so. | met some wonderful people
whom | never would have met if | hadn’t attended the
synod. | learned that in spite of our different locations
or backgrounds, we have many similarities, and we can
learn and grow together. Thank you for sending me!

In Christ’s Love,
Heidi Gutting

Offering
We give thanks for the many ways we have been blessed
to be ablessing to others. Thisyear’s* quarter offering”
totaled $39,908 and was designated as follows: one-third
to ELCA World Hunger and two-thirds to food security/
sustainability in Malawi. The assembly offering collected
at worship was $8,447 and was given to support the
ministry of the Synod Resource Center.

Resolutions Passed:

Resolution 1: Mission Plan: that the 2012-13
Mission Plan for the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
be adopted. Yes: 360, No: 21

Resolution 2: 2012 Minimum Standardsfor
Compensation and Benefits: that the Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin approve the salary guidelines
included in your preassembly packet of materials. The
salary standards were approved with a minor
amendment to page 11 changing “45 to 50 hours a
week” to 20 to 45 hours aweek,” and in the following
paragraph changing “ 13-14 time blocks” to 14 -15
time blocks,” and 7-8 time blocks” to “8-9 time
blocks.” Yes: 278, N0:80

Resolution 3: Synod Assemblies: that the Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin continue to hold annual synod
assemblies as per the recommendation of the task
force and Synod Council; and that assembly planners
move assembly dates, subject to venue availahility, to
a Saturday and Sunday format with an optional Friday
evening educational experience and that assembly
planners seek to create an inclusive, inter-
generational synod assembly that takes full advantage
of modern technology. Yes: 262, No: 92

Resolution 4: Synod Bylaw Amendment
Regarding Commission Structure: that the
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin amend bylaw
S11.01.02 of its constitution to reflect current practice
and position this Synod to meet our future needsin
evangelical witness by adopting the attached
constitutional changes. Yes: 345, No:22

Resolution 5: Creation Care Task Force: that the
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin establish a Creation
Care Task Force, which will be charged with aiding
the synod, congregations and individuals in adopting
creation care awareness and action into their lives and
mission, and that the Northwestern Synod of
Wisconsin seek to become a partner synod of
Lutherans Restoring Creation, in order to aid in
networking with other synods, with no synod funding
required , and that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
commit itself to support stewardship of creation in the
following five areas; worship, education, property,
personal discipleship, and public Ministry/Political
Action, and that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
recruit members, both lay and rostered, to serve on a
Creation Care Task Force. Yes: 272, No: 62

INDEPENDENCE
2,
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5y Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
» God's work. Our hands.

June 2, 2011

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted but not forsaken; struck
down but not destroyed (2 Corinthians 4:8-9).

Dear Sisters and Brothersin Christ,

Our hearts have been breaking for weeks as we have watched incessant storms devastate many parts of the United
States. From the plains of North Dakota to the bayous of Louisiana, floodwaters and torrential rain have washed out
communities and cropland. Destructive tornado strikes leveled homes for milesin cities and towns including Joplin,
Missouri, and Cullman, Alabama. Two ELCA church buildings -- one in each state -- were destroyed.

The winds destroyed the building of Peace Lutheran Church in Joplin, but not the faith of its members. Last Sunday they
gathered in the parking lot in the midst of debris and shattered hopes to worship in the strong name of the risen Christ.

In the aftermath of storms that seem relentless, we may feel overwhelmed and anxious, but not powerless. For God®
promiseis clear: nothing in all creation will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Trusting in God® promise
and the power of the Holy Spirit, we respond by joining together in God®work of restoring community. The liberating
power of the gospel frees usto repair roofs in Cullman and fill sandbags in Fargo, on behalf of people we don®know
and may hever meet.

These are our commitments as the Evangelical Lutheran Churchin America:

Wewill pray. Pray with me that those affected may have the strength and courage they need to face these difficult
days.

Wewill stand together, roll up our sleeves and work with partners to rebuild lives and restore hope. In Alabama,
we are aready at work with the Mennonites and the Christian Reformed Church in arapid rebuilding project.
Elsewhere, partnerships are unfolding with the United Methodist Church and others to coordinate volunteersto repair
and rebuild homes and lives in the months and years to come. Working together we can achieve more on a scale and
scope than we could ever achieve aone.

Wewill give generoudy. We are already organizing volunteer opportunitiesin response to the unmet needs of these
communities. To support our efforts, please give now to ELCA Disaster Response. Y our gift designated to Severe
Spring Storms will be used in full -- 100 percent -- for the people and communities deeply affected by these storms.

EL CA Disaster Response

39330 Treasury Center

Chicago, IL 60694-9300

Write"U.S Severe Slorms’ on your check's memo line.

Wewill stay until thework isdone. One of our strengths as Lutheransis our practice of sustained response after a
natural disaster, built on local networks of congregations and social ministries. Central States Synod Bishop Gerald
Mansholt compared our work to long-distance running. ELCA Disaster Response was one of thefirst to arrivein
Missouri and Alabama, and they will be the last to leave. Even as we begin this journey, our work continues on the Gulf
Coast and in Haiti.

Wewill withessto our living faith in Christ Jesus as we join together to do God®work with our hands.
In all these things, | give thanks for each of you. May we be about God®healing and restoration in atime of despair.
May we bring God®message of hope in the wake of spring storms.

In God®grace,

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson

Presiding Bishop

Evangelical Lutheran Churchin America
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The Bencke Family in Japan

Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke, Emilie Y uko and Hannah Alexis
Patrick teaches English at Kyushu Lutheran College in Japan. Jackie cares for Emilie and Hannah, and is
involved in music ministries.

Moments

Since we moved to this neighborhood several years ago, I’ ve been walking a certain 5-kilometer route several

timesaweek. It'saroute that takes me down a sort of suburban street past amilitary ground, then through afairly
busy urbanesque area, and then past a series of rice fields and other vegetable fields,

and finally down along, winding road that is replete with lush vegetation all year
round, asmall shrine back in the woods, and no residences whatsoever... al within 5
kilometers (3 miles). | was thinking about how interesting it was that the scenery,
demographics, sights, smells, and sounds can change so quickly within asmall area,
which led me to think about how ‘moments’ are framed in our minds—in an instant,
how our lives can change. Thisthought
seemed even more poignant as | considered
how the hundreds of thousands of people's
lives changed three months ago when what' s
now called “The Great Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami” hit northeastern Japan.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of companion synods and
congregationsin the United States and €l sewhere, the Japan L utheran Emergency
Response (JLER) organization is positioned to help many people as they
continue to pull their lives together from the rubble that remains of their former
homes and livelihoods. This organization is an amalgamate of the Lutheran
agencies within Japan, partnering together in their efforts to provide material
relief aswell as counseling and other forms of emotional and spiritual support to survivors. The JLER isnow also
equipped to receive volunteers on asmall scale to cometo the area and offer their
assistance.
I know many of the readers of this newsdletter would like to read some of the stories
about how JLER is engaged, so I'd like to provide an abbreviated list of some of the
activities where our Lutheran family isinvolved:
~ Providing Chest High Waders for the self-defense force and fire department to
search for survivors or bodiesin areas still experiencing high water levels; providing
shoes, jerseys, and uniforms to school aged students; providing over 5000 cotton,
terry-cloth strong rags for cleaning families homes and a nursing home facility that
have not been destroyed; 48 bicycles for staff to make medical rounds

For more detailed infor mation about these projects, check out thisweblink: http://
www.jler.org/page/5.1.html

So as you can see, while the task ahead in re-building and healing is still beyond
comprehension, good work is being done, one small step at atime. 1'd like to
take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your continuing
prayers of support for us and for the people of Tohoku. Y our generosity in these
tough economic times, where needs are so great almost everywhere you ook, is
appreciated with overflowing hearts.

\ \

\ \
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MissionM oments

Taken from Northwest Network - Spring 2011 issue

Do You Know Y our Neighbor ?

“ | wastalking with a friend recently who said she had
over 600 friends on Facebook but didn’t know anyone in
her neighborhood - what’ sthat about?” BBC Report,
December 20009.

Twenty years ago, Alan Roxburgh wrote Reaching
a New Generation, describing the dramatic shifts that
would reshape the relationship between Christian life
and the culture of North America. His prophetic words
hel ped readers reflect on many effortsto re-new, reform
and reshape the church to engage this emerging context.
Thinking ahead and imagining what it might mean to be
God' s witnessing people, he wrote these words:
Today'schurchisin crisis. Itsrenewal re-quires far
mor e than liturgical change or doctrinal correction -
focusing on new structures...not an adequate response.
The tectonic plates of Western culture are shifting. As
modernity is questioned and parts rejected, the churchis
also questioned and marginalized... Despite all our
protestations the church in North America remains
focused on itself. Until thisis changed, evangelization
will continue to look like foraysinto the world in order
to recruit membersfor our clubs.

The twenty-year old book concluded with a picture
of the way ahead which was not about bigger and bigger
churchesthat Christians drive to, nor more churches
effective at getting other Christians into their buildings.
Instead, it mentioned a different kind of movement
involving thousands and thousands of lights being lit in
nei ghborhoods and communities across the continent, as
God' s people moved back into their neighbor hoodsto
rediscover that God was already ahead of them creating
and calling forth that which was new.

Neighborhoods — the places that we call “our
community” are the contexts into which God calls usto
live the mission of Jesus. But do we realy know who
that neighborhood is? For many of usin the Northwest
Synaod of Wisconsin, neighborhood is changing, yet the
people that we sit next to in the pews are ill the people
that we know and have had a rel ationship with for many
years. How are we doing in seeking to find where Jesus
isworking right within our own communities —
especialy in light of the declining numbers that all of
our congregations are experiencing? Are our
communities of faith responding to changing
neighborhoods? Do you want to know whereto find
Jesus today? Have you ever wondered how to go about
figuring out what God is up to in the world? Are you
wondering about how to shape local churchesthat aren’t
boring or merely a poor substitute for the self-help

programs on TV ? The response to each is the same: join
with Jesus and move into the neighbor-hood because
that’ s where we'll connect with what God is up to. There,
in the ordinariness and humanness of a neighborhood, we
will discover what it means to be Christian and, in so
doing, we may start to get what it’s like to be more fully
engaged in discipleship rather than membership.

I’ ve gotten excited by thinking of the neighborhood
possibilities that are right in front of us as we can now
review 2010 census records. Counties on the western edge
of our synod are growing due to migration and increasing
number of births associated with young families that tend
to move to suburban areas. Latinos now account for 5.9
percent of Wisconsin's total population, with many new
immigrants providing a much needed workforce in the
dairy industry in our rural communities.

Our neighbors are not the objects of our work or an
assignment for getting people into a church building; but
they are God' s precious creation. Our calling isto walk
with and beside them in order to call forth the stories and
narratives that are among these people and comprise the
wonderful character of the community.

It will bein thiskind of walking together that two
things will happen. First, we will discover ways of
connecting people’ s stories with the story of Jesus and,
second, we will be so challenged and provoked by what
the Spirit isup to in our community that our
understanding of the Gospel and the church will be turned
upside down. We will be changed!

| invite you to engage more deeply in your neighbor-
hoods. Listen to the narratives of the peoplein your
community. Seethat God is already ahead of you and
involved! Ask where you are being called to join with
what God is aready doing. Cultivate new practices of
Chridtian life as you walk together with your neighbors.

An Easter message from Bruno
Ari Bublitz, Synod Pastor of our

companions in Brazil:

“1 greet you with great affection this week so specia
for us, sons and daughters of God, which isthe Easter
weekend and | salute you with the Biblical Joshua 1.9:
“Have | not commanded? Be strong and courageous.”

In areality marked by many signs of violence and desath,
where many people wak around tired and dispirited by
the road of life, when they no longer see any prospect of
a better tomorrow, the Biblical Joshua reminds us of the
warrant of God which sends us out to be alight in the
darkness, hope among the dispirited . . . sends usto
announce that HE lives, that HE has won the power of
death and gives new life to al men and women who put
their hopein him.”

Cross Beams - July 2011
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Sundays
at 5:30 p.m.

Dinner, Worship, and
Group Discussion

What is it?

The purpose of English
Lutheran’s Celebrate
Recovery Ministry isto
fellowship and celebrate God' s healing power in our lives
through the 12 steps and 8 Recovery Principles. This
experience alows usto be changed. We open the door by
sharing our experiences, strengths, and hopes with one
another. In addition, we become willing to accept God's
gracein solving our life problems.

ELEBRA
ECOVER

By working and applying these biblical principles, we
begin to grow spiritually. We become free from our
addictive, compulsive, and dysfunctional behaviors. This
freedom creates peace, serenity, joy, and most
importantly, astronger personal relationship with God
and others. Aswe progress through the program we
discover our persond, loving and forgiving Higher Power
- Jesus Christ. Call Billy Penn at 715-441-6053 for further
information.

Al-Anon continues to meet in the
Upper Annex classrooms here at
English Lutheran Church. The
Al-Anon Family Groups are a
fellowship of relatives and friends of
a coholics who share their
experience, strength and hope in
order to solve their common

Al-Anon problems. We believe alcoholismis
Meets at afamily illness and that changed
the ELC attitudes can aid recovery. The

Al-Anon program is based on the

Twelve Steps (adapted from Alcoholics Anonymous)
which wetry, little by little, one day at atime, to apply to
our lives aong with our slogans and the Serenity Prayer.
The loving interchange of help between members and
daily reading of Al-Anon literature makes us ready to
receive the priceless gift of serenity. Al-Anon’s one
purpose isto help families of alcoholics.

Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. For more
information, call Elaine at 273-3569.1

-

o,/ T

m

Pray for the
ck and Share
a Prayer Shawl!

Do you like to knit or
crochet? Would you like to
bless someone who is hurting?
Come and join us on the third
Tuesday each month at 5:30
p.m. to make prayer shawls.
Our next gathering ison
Tuesday, July 19. We
currently have yarn if you can

Prayer <.
Shawl >
Ministry

bring needles.

We meet in the Fireside Room to relax and chat while
we knit/crochet, and then spend some time in prayer for
those whose needs are brought to our attention. We leave
having been blessed by fellowship and prayer and having
been a blessing to those who will receive the shawls.

Shawls are blessed in prayer and are available by the
church office to be given to those who need God' s healing
and encouraging presence. t

Celebrate
Recovery
Men’s Step Group
THURSDAYS
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery celebrates
God' s healing power in our lives through Christ-centered
Twelve Steps. We are changed as we open the door to
healing by sharing our experiences, strengths and hopes
with each other. We become free from our addictive,
compulsive, and dysfunctional behaviors. We discover
our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus
Christ. And we become willing to accept God's gracein
solving our life's problems - creating peace, serenity, joy
and most importantly, a stronger personal relationship

with God and others. For information, call Billy at
(715) 441-6053.1

efriendersaretrained in

actively listening,
respecting, and empathizing
A with others who may be
Y J) experiencing acrisisor
difficulty. Thereisno cost
for requesting and meeting
with a Befriender. If you are interested in having a
Befriender to talk with, please contact Lisa Mueller at
(715) 273-1491.1

Befriende

(00]
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Prayers for
Healing:

Healing: Paul Krauss, Scott
Hanson, Joann Fischer
Karssen, Michelle DuRen,
Kerry Feuerhelm, Duane
Johnson, Mackenzie Marks,
Kim Morth, Paul and Ginny
Tonsager, Jon Tonsager, Larry Fischer, Greg Place,
Claudia McEvoy, Carol Bennett, Dawn, Tony DeSantis,
Kira Engen, Sandie Finstad, Rose Gath, LIoyd Gath,
Kathie Geister, Eric Hove, Heather Johnson, Jolene
Johnston, Scott Lubich, Mike Myer, Mary Jane Nelson,
Gerald Place, Patricia Place, Amanda Swanson, Ann
Wells, Jenny, Todd Chowan, Maxine Close, Victoria
Crow, Gary Ehle, Deb Gamble, Ken Glamm, Jenny,
Dean Klemm, Jackie Koenig, Josie, Irene Krause, Verna
Lifto, MonicaMcDonad, Dawn Rungy, Bill Van, Monie
Van, Josh Willoughby, Gary Williams, Scott Williamson

Long-Term Prayers. Gwen Swanson, Jim Gebhard,
Margaret Hofmeister, Rollie Krauss, Kathryn Chambers,
Joyce Christensen, Sherry York, Evelyn Swanson,
Shirley Raechke, Bettie Hinz, Ann Mueller, Charlotte
Krause, Wendy Wegerer, Erma Anderson, Adelaide
Boettcher, Margie and Bob Braff, Arlene Denzer, Kim
Jennings, Sandy Johnson, Jim Kenall, LiaKing, Gordon
Luebker, Marie Olbert, Mary Ann Putzeier, Leatrice
Schommer, Steve Traynor, Marguerite Westbrook

Pray for those who grievetheloss of loved ones:
Family and friends of Kathleen Wright, Olaf
Christenson, Dick Rohl, Lenny Hines, Joshua Borst
Jon and Ann Kauffmann family in the death of his
mother, Norma Kauffmann
Pat Linder and family in the death of his mother,
Annie Linder

See the Parish Nurse and

Health Ministries Team for

Blood Pressure and Heart

Rate Checks and other

helpful heathy information
on Sunday, July 17, 9:30-10:15 a.m. downstairsin the
front entrance.

We have a health ministry team whose purposeisto
assist in establishing priorities, coordinate with committees
already in existence, (for example, Befrienders) and to
evaluate the effectiveness of servicesrendered. We would
like to add some new membersto our committee. If you
are interested in joining us, please contact Joyce Karlstad at
715-273-4539 or the church office at 715-273-4617. Y ou

do not need to be a health professiona .t

Dear English Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your recent
donation. It isvery much
appreciated. Together we CAN and
DO make a difference. In May 70
Ibs of food, 93 boxes of cereal, and
$20 was donated.
Trygvie Aarsheim
Pierce County Food Pantry

Dear English Lutheran Church, Council and Members,
Many thanks for the kind words spoken on my last
Sunday with you, May 31, and for the thoughtful gift. It
was ajoy to serve among you. May God bless your days,
months and years ahead.
In Christ’slove,
Pastor John

Luke Edward Lundstrom became
our brother in Christ through Holy
Baptism on June 5, 2011. His
parents are Keith and Julie
Lundstrom . Luke's sponsors are
Shawn and Angela Dosdall and
Richard and Rachelle Brown.

Predslie May Murphy became our

sister in Christ through Holy

Baptism on June 5, 2011. Her

parents are Shane and Melissa

Murphy. Preslie’ s sponsors are
Charla Ray and Paul Langer.

Ajay Zachary Gruber became our brother in Christ
through Holy Baptism on June 12, 2011. His parents are
Larry and Heather Gruber. Ajay’ s sponsors are Jeremy and
Krissy Johnston and Joe and Karine Klopp.

Pierce County
Food Shelf

We are asking our
members to fill our food shelf binswith kid friendly foods
during the month of July.

There are bins at both entrances to the church to
donate items to the Pierce County Food Pantry. If you
would like to make a monetary donation to the Pierce
County Food Pantry, please call 273-3531.

Cross Beams - July 2011
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Our Neighbor’s Place

River Falls, Wisconsin
Our Neighbors' Placeisfixing up four apartments at 215
W. Cedar Street to give low income families a place to
stay. A different church from the group of local churches
backing Our Neighbors Placeis sponsoring each
apartment and other churches are covering the utility bills.
Our Neighbors' Place isworking with Habitat for
Humanity to compl ete the project. Habitat is providing
site supervisors for the project, but Our Neighbors' Place
isrelying on volunteers to provide the labor. Volunteers
from Assembly of God Church were the first volunteers
to work on the quadruplex, along with Our Neighbors
Place board members Brenda Y urs and Tom Bowman.

The quadruplex will be used as transitional housing to
give people with nowhere to go a place to stay while they
get back on their feet. “ That’swhat thisis all about,” said
Bowman. “Kind of aport in stormy weather. A stopping
point and a beginning point, hopefully.”

Our Neighbors' Place bought the quadruplex in January,
but had to wait for the current tenants’ leases to run out
before it could start renovating the rooms for guests. Each
room will be used to accommodate families that have no
place to live. Our Neighbors' Place puts families thorough
athree month program to help parents find jobs and
affordable, subsidized housing while they stay in the
quadruplex.

Our Neighbors' Place has a shelter support team that
meets with the families once every week to help them
find jobs and get back on their feet. It assists guests with
things such as getting GEDs, applying for jobs, and
medical issues.

Y urs said she felt helping with this project was important
becauseit is vital to keep familiestogether. “This gives
them that opportunity to have a stable environment as the
parents transition from one thing to another,” said Yurs.
Jamie Anderson from Assembly of God Church decided
to volunteer because he heard an announcement in church
asking for volunteers. “| don’t work in the community, so
if I can help out any time | can | take advantage of that,”
said Anderson. He said he would come back to volunteer
again. “If they need my help, soundslikeit'd be agood
idea,” Anderson said.

And it seems Our Neighbors' Place will need all the help
it can get. Yurssaid it would take an estimated 30 groups
of volunteers to compl ete the renovation of the
quadruplex.

As the apartments empty, Our Neighbors Place members
and volunteers are renovating them for the guest that will
be staying there. Thisincludes cleaning everything from
ceiling to floor, and ripping out carpets and linoleum for

replacement with “engineered wood” flooring. The walls
ceilings and wood trim will also be painted before the
guadruplex is ready for guests.

Our Neighbors' Place is an organization founded in 2009
by local churches, which worksto combat homel essness
in the Pierce and St. Croix County area. In addition to the
guadruplex , Our Neighbors Place runsthe Day Center at
136 N. Riverwalk, where homel ess people can come
during the day for help reaching resources for improving
daily life.

Our Neighbors' Place' s goal isto finish renovation on the
guadruplex by September. To volunteer, email Tom
Bowman at mai ntenance@stbparish.com , email
ourneighborsplace@gmail.com or call 715-426-9000.

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for
Humanity partners with
English Lutheran Church
“Volunteer Day”

It may be difficult to imagine, but familiesareliving in
substandard housing—right in your community. One day
of your time could change their lives.

How you can help

Thrivent Builds Homes volunteers work in local
communitiesto help build simple, decent, affordable
homes. All building supplies are provided on site.

And no previous construction experience is needed.
The Habitat partner families themselves put in hundreds
of hours of their own labor, building their own home,
aswell as other Habitat homes. The homes are then
sold to partner families at no profit and financed with no-
profit mortgages. The homeowners' monthly mortgage
payments are used to build more homes.

What you do today can change a life tomorr ow!

“Volunteer Day”

We are building a home in Woodville.
August 20, 2011
Startsat 8:15a.m.
Come out and help work on the Thrivent Builds Homes
or prepare and serve lunch to the workers on site.

We Need your help! If you have any questions please call
Chris Karlstad at 273-3846.

Sign up sheetswill be available in the Gathering Area
after servicesfor thoseinterested in helping!
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Get to Know English Lutheran Church

By Trina Groen

Ever wonder what the person sitting next to you at church does
for aliving or where they grew up? Thisarticle will help us get
to know each other a little better. Enjoy!

This month | had a chance to learn more about a
family | truly love. Keith and Julie Lundstrom and their
children are great friends. | did learn some things|
wasn't aware of. | didn’t know that Julie previoudy
worked in a sewage treatment plant testing that fabulous
water!! And that Keith worked at the creamery in his
early years. They just added to their family. Little Luke
was just born May 7. Heistheir fourth child.

Describe your family:

Julie describes her family as two working engineers
with four children al free timeis spent with them-almost.
They have been married for 13 years and together for
amost 17 years. Their oldest child, Ann Eliseissix years
old and will begin first grade this coming fall. Mary Kate
isfour years old and will begin four year old kindergarten
thisfal. Matthew isabit on the wild side at two years
old. And of course, thereis cute little baby, Luke, who is
one month old. Julie describes them as all good kids.
Ann Elise and Mary Kate adore each other. Matthew is
his father’ simage- he loves the outdoors and tractors.

What areyour current and past jobs and where do
you live/lhave you lived?

Julie and Keith both grew up in Ellsworth- mostly.
Julie was born in Duluth, and then lived in Little Falls,
Minnesoa, until she wasin the 5" grade when her family
moved to Ellsworth where she graduated high school.
During high school Julie worked at Hinck’s (her parents
own the store). She then went on to the University of
Minnesota and graduated therein 2000 with adegreein
Agricultura Engineering with Machine Design. Whilein
college Julie worked in medical records at the University
hospital, as a receptionist at VetSmart, then about two
years at the St. Paul Sewage Treatment Plant as alab tech
testing water. Her internship was with Eaton Hydraulics
in Eden Prairie as an engineering intern. After graduation
Julie began working for 3M in St. Paul asa Design
Engineer. She earned her Masters degree in Mechanical
Engineering with heat transfer and fluid flow in 2005
fromthe U of M. Julie'scurrent job at 3M iswith
research and development on manufacturing equipment in
the display and graphics film | ab.

Keith was born in River Fals, when he was five
years old his family moved to afarm in Ellsworth where
he stayed until he graduated high school. During high
school Keith worked on the farm milking cows, according
to Julie, the farming still runs through hisblood. He also
worked at the creamery, at Randy’sin Red Wing as a
cook, read meters and had an engineering internship at
Honeywell. Keith graduated from the University of
Minnesotain 1997 with a degree in Electrical

Engineering. He moved to Rochester after graduation to
work at IBM, then moved up to Woodbury to work for
Honeywell in Roseville. He and Julie were married in
October 1998. They moved into alittle old house east of
Ellsworth. Keith then drove down to Rochester working
for IBM again. In 2000, he began working for Veritasin
Roseville, it has since merged into Symantec and he
remains there today working on back-up software asa
software engineer. They moved into their current house in
2001 which is east of Ellsworth.

What areyour Current activitiesand Hobbies?

With four young children Keith and Julie spend most
of their time with their children. They enjoy doing family
things such as camping, boating, fishing and they both love
to cook. Julielovesto scrapbook, work in her flower
garden and read. Keith enjoysfarming and doing field
work with his Dad, working on computers and cars,
electronics, fishing, hunting, and going to an Indy 500/
Nascar event each year. With their children they are
involved in 4H. Keith also works on the computers at our
church among others.

What isyour favorite English Lutheran Church
memory?

A few of her family’ s favorite ELC memories: they
were married at EL C and found it to be very welcoming,
Julie grew up Catholic and Keith grew up Covenant, so
they joined after they were married in 1998. One year after
they married, Keith was baptized by Harlen. Another
memory is the baptism of all of their children. They enjoy
the comfort of the conservative service at 8:00 am.

Another iswhen Ann was four years old and Pastor
Lauryl had a sermon on being scared to go in the basement.
Ann really locked onto that sermon and went over to ask
Pastor Lauryl more about it afterwards.

One other proud moment for them was when Matthew
finally made it through a whole service at church!

What isa memorable Spiritual moment for you?
Julie and Keith’'s most spiritual moments were being
pregnant and then being
blessed with such a healthy
child, even after worrying
about problems. They have
been blessed with four
living miracles!

Thank you to Julie and
Keith for sharing their lives
with usl Welove to watch
their children grow, even if
itistoo quickly.
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July Calendar
July 13, Nursing Home Worship 2:30 p.m.
Hannah circle serving

Therewill be no Bible Study or Quilters Workdaysin
themonthsof July or August. In September, we will
begin a nine month series on the study of Mark.

July Helpers:

Altar Guild: Beverly Greeley, AvaMaxwell, Vi
Wilhelm

Deaconess: Gwen Swanson

Thank you to the
following ladies for spring
cleaning the kitchen on June 1%
— Til Peterson, Dorthea Olson,
Bev. Gaard, Janet Arndt, Vi.
Wilhelm, LilaLarson, Vicki
Nelson, and Kathy Barber.
We are in need of avolunteer to clean the gas
stove ovens. Therest of the stoveisdone. If you can do
it, please do it whenever isbest for you.

Please pray for the following service members:
Suzanne Allen, Robert Hines, Shaun Brenner ,Drew
Gilman, David Hall Jr., Lee Hanson, Pat Mongell,
Amanda Arndt Kennedy, Peter Onan, Rick Puente,
Bryan Vannet, and Joe Wekkin.

Please contact the church office at 715-273-4617 with the
names and addresses of any English Lutheran members
or friends you know who are serving in the Armed
Forces.

"Lord, hold our troopsin your loving hands. Protect
them asthey protect us. Blessthem and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for usin our time of
need. | ask thisin the name of Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. Amen.”

Ice Cream in a Bag

By: The contributors of Kaboose.com, plus additional
recipe testing and photography by Christina Stanley-
Salerno
http://crafts.kaboose.com/ice-cream-in-a-bag.html

Difficulty: Very Easy
Parental supervision isrecommended

Milk can become homemade ice cream in five minutes by
using abag! This homemade, creamy treat is a summer-
time delight for kids and adults alike.

What you@l need:
- 1tablespoon sugar
1/2 cup milk or half & half
1/4 teaspoon vanilla
6 tablespoons rock salt
1 pint-size plastic food storage bag (e.g., Ziploc)
1 gallon-size plastic food storage bag
Ice cubes

How to makeit:

1. Fill thelarge bag half full of ice, and add the rock
salt. Seal the bag.

2. Put milk, vanilla, and sugar into the small bag, and
sedl it.

3. Placethe small bag inside the large one, and seal it
again carefully.

4. Shake until the mixtureisice cream, which takes
about 5 minutes.

5.

Wipe off thetop of the small bag, then open it

carefully. Enjoy!

Tips:

A 1/2 cup milk will make about 1 scoop of ice cream, so
double the recipe if you want more. But don®increase the
proportions more that that -- alarge amount might be too
big for kids to pick-up because the ice itself is heavy.
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Jean Krauss, Children’s
Education Director

Phone: 715-273-4251

Email:
october_home_fire@yahoo.com

Vacation Bible School 2011

Vacation Bible School (VBS) at English Lutheran Church
took on anew look and configuration this year. The Day
Camp conducted by Luther Point Bible Camp Counselors
was cancelled, and all ages of children from Pre-School
(age 3) through children entering 6th grade in the coming
school year spent four eveningsin Workshops similar to
the Sunday School program used for the first time this
past school year. The theme for thisyear’ sVBS was “Life
in Bible Times’. For four evenings, children rotated into
various workshops including Bible Study, Drama, Games,
Music, and Crafts. On the fifth evening, a special program
was presented for parents, families, and others featuring
the things the children had experienced during the week.
Many thanks to the families, the volunteers, and those
who gave financial support to this great experience for the
children to learn about the lifestyle of Jesusasachild
growing up in Bible Times.

Adult Vacation Bible School 2011

An added feature during Vacation Bible School this year
was Adult VBS with Bible Study on Jewish feasts and
how they are a picture of our salvation presented by
Pastor Vaerie Peterson.

Workshop Rotation
Model (WoRM)
Sunday School
Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to replace

two of the members of The Design

Team to plan for the second year of

our new Sunday School program.

Planning meetings will be

scheduled in late July and early August to prepare
workshops for the months of September through
December. Contact Jean at 715-273-4251 or by email at
October_home _fire@yahoo.com if you are interested in
being a part of thisimportant ministry for children.

God' s Blessings for arelaxing and refreshing summer,
Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director

July 2011

By Craig M. Corbin,
Executive Director

Greetingsfrom Luther Point!

You can still Register for Camp: We still have openings in most
program offerings for the summer of 2011. Take advantage of the
various discounts we have to offer with “Invite a Friend” or
“Sibling” discounts. Camperships are also available. All
camper ships are confidential. Do not let financial needs stand
in your way from registering. Check out the many camp
program offerings at LutherPoint.org. Make the decision that
will be one of the best decisions of your life. Cometo Bible
Camp!!!

Repeat Your Camp Experience For Less: If you have already
attended camp this summer or if you are registered for camp and
you want to come back a second time, check out this offer. You
can come to a second week of camp for $200 for aweeklong
program. For half-week programs, you can come back to a second
week of camp for $100. Call the camp for more information, some
camps are not included in this offer such as Sr. High Houseboat
and Horse camp. Camperships do not apply to this offer.

Needs/ Wish List: We are still looking for good used vehicles,
preferably Mini-vans or mid-size sedans. We have some older
vehicles that are showing their wear and tear.

Come and Retreat with Us. We have weekend openings for the
Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and more. Per fect
for aweekend get away with family and friends. Are you
looking to schedule afamily reunion? Whatever the occasion,
consider staying at Luther Point! Inquire with

Becky@L utherPoint.org or call

(715)689-2347.

Fall Retreats/ Offered Jointly with Luther Park: Check out our
website LutherPoint.org and choose aretreat offering:

Choral Retreat, September 17" at Luther Park

Quilting Retreat, Sept. 22-25 at Luther Park, also Feb. 2-5, 2012
Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking, Dec. 3 at Luther Point,
Dec. 10 at Luther Park Sr. High Weekend Camp, 9"-12"" Grade,
Sept. 30-Oct. 1 at Luther Point Middle School Weekend Camp, 6™-
8" Grade, Oct. 14-15 at Luther Point

Luther Point’s Summer Celebration: Sunday August 7:

Mark your calendars now to join us for the annual Craft / Quilt
Auction and Summer Celebration on Sunday August 7. We are
looking for individuals to create and donate items such as artwork,
wood-crafted items, quilts, other crafts, theme baskets and more for
the Auction and Silent Auction. Gardeners—consider planting
some extra produce to donate to Luther Point in August! With
guestions, contact Marcel at 715-689-2347 or

Marcel @L utherPoint.org.

Luther Point’s Summer Celebration: Sunday August 7:

Mark your calendars now to join usfor the annual Craft / Quilt
Auction and Summer Celebration on Sunday August 7". We are
looking for individuals to create and donate items such as artwork,
wood-crafted items, quilts, other crafts, theme baskets and more for
the Auction and Silent Auction. Gardeners—consider planting
some extra produce to donate to Luther Point in August! With
guestions, contact Becky at 715-689-2347 or

Becky@L utherPoint.org.
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Deanna Traynor, Y outh Director
traynor4@redwing.net

Monday, July 11
Prayer Service planning 5 p.m. Pizza served!

Monday, July 11
Service day planning with ministry team 7 p.m.

July 14-17
Sonshine Festival

Wednesday, July 20
Prayer Service 7 p.m.

July 23-31
Mission trip to Birmingham, AL

August 10-14
Pierce County Fair

Wednesday, August 17
Sponsorship Banquet 6 p.m.

Wednesday, August 31
Y outh House cook-out!

FUNDRAISERS
ALUMINUM CAN
DRIVE

Drop off your auminum cansin
the container in the south
parking lot! Thank you everyone
for al your cans... it has been
GREAT! We will continue
collecting all year round!

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES

Bring in your empty cartridges, we will recycle them
for you! Thereisabox in the Y outh Room. Thank
you for remembering us when you need to recycle
them! NO EPSON OR LASER

&\ VOUTH f;}f Youth Mission
= Bat RSkl ;,rT” 2 11
\Aaltission Zg TP 2014

*‘:_.:-“} I_'lﬂ_rl;llr%ﬁj Irmlng am,
i AR 25 Alabama
£--4  July 23-31, 2011
: -'-'E:WF;,"?-' S Birmingham was once a major

) G hub for the sted industry.

b However now, the urban

neighborhoods here have

approximately 1000 plus homeownersthat areliving in
substandard housing. Families are in desperate need of
assistance to improve their living condition. Y our service
will minister to residents and reach into a community with
Chrigt’slove.

We will be departing for our trip on Saturday, July 23, at
2 p.m. from the church parking lot. Y ou are welcome to
come see us off and say a prayer with us. On Sunday,
September 18, we are planning on giving testimonies and
telling you all about our trip and other youth activities
during all three worship services.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO
EVERYONE THAT SUPPORTED
ALL OF US THROUGH
FUNDRAISERS, DONATIONS,
PRAYERS, ETC!

Because of your generosity we were able to raise the
money for our mission trip to Birmingham, Alabama. We
realy can not thank you enough! At times like these we
realize that God isin control! He has always seen to it
that we get the money raised! God is good all the time
that isfor SURE!

SPONSORS! THANK YOUI!

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!!

An especially big thank you to all of you that sponsored a
mission trip youth! Y ou really were ablessing to alot of
these kids who otherwise may not have been able to do it
on their own! We can not thank you enough! You are
amazing! Be sure to come to the sponsorship banquet on
Wednesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. so we can show you our
appreciation!
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PRAYER SERVICE PLANNING

Monday, July 11, at 5p.m. in the

Y outh House.

Pizzas served!

Any youth that would like to help
planning the games, music, skits,
scripture, etc is welcome to come and
help! We have alot of fun!

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM

MEETING

Monday, July 11, at 7 p.m.

For adults on the team and youth leaders! We will be
sharing ideas for our community service day in October -
so it is very important you come to help plan!

SONSHINE MUSIC

FESTIVAL
July 14-17 in Willmar, MN

CHRTIAN.
MUSC HEST

L

MISSION TRIP PRAYER SERVICE
Wednesday, July 20, at 7 p.m.

Friends, Sponsors and family are invited!

Friends and family are invited! ALL youth going on the
trip are required to attend!

Thisisatime for the youth to prepare themselves for the
trip. We will have games, skits, scripture, music, prayers
and atime for everyone to wish them well. Please come
to give us your blessings.

MISSION TRIP TO BIRMINGHAM,
ALABAMA!

Fifty-five of uswill be leaving the church parking lot on
Saturday, July 23, at 2 p.m. for aweek of work, worship
and inspiration. Everyone is welcome to come say a
prayer and to see us off! We will return on Sunday, July
31, sometime in the morning! Keep usin your prayers!
We are the hands and feet of Jesus!

SPONSORSHIP BANQUET

Wednesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. in the dining hall.
EVERY ONE that sponsored a mission youth isinvited;
bring your families! We would love to show you our
appreciation and share the amazing stories from our
mission trip! Supper will be served at 6 p.m. followed by
video, photos and stories shared by the youth.

YOUTH HOUSE HOURS

Y outh House will be CLOSED during the summer. Watch
Facebook for any special activities that may happen
during the summer months! Thank you for a GREAT
year!

HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH

GROUP
There will be NO high

school youth group
during the summer.

YOUTH HOUSE COOK OUT
Wednesday, August 31, from 5-7 p.m.
EVERYONE isinvited!

Adults are also welcome!

Thiswill be our kick-off

for the fall opening!

Hamburgers, hot dogs

and all the goodies that

go withit!

New
Cross
Beams
Delivery

In our efforts
to be better
stewards of our
resources starting

with the June Cross Beams issue, we will be placing the
Cross Beams in the church mailboxes for all those that
were receiving it viaUS Mail. We are still sending it out
by email. If you would like to start receiving your Cross
Beams by email, please call the church office at 715-273-
4617 or send an email message to
janetgray @englishlutheranchurch.org to indicate your
interest.

Thank you for helping to be good stewards of both
God' s finances and God’ s creation!
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2011 Synod Assembly Worship

Eau Claire, Wl June 3, 2011
By Bishop Duane Pederson

The Church Has
Left the Building!

The gospel according to John: “*When it was evening on that
day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you.
“*After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “*Jesus
saidtothemagain, Peace be with you. Asthe Father has sent
me, so | send you. “When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them,  Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained. The gospel of the Lord. John 20:19-23

Dear hearers of God' s Word, grace and peace to you
from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Elvis has left the building! This phrase was announced
at the end of Elvis Predey’s concerts to encourage fansto
accept that there would be no further encores and to go
home. Al Dvorin was the regular stage announcer for
Elvis during the 1970s and he would say, “Ladies and
gentlemen, Elvis has left the building. Thank you and
goodnight.” Oddly, the first time it was used was to
encourage the audience to remain in their seats. On
December 15, 1956, Horace L ogan was the announcer at
the Louisiana Hayride show in which Elviswas aregular
performer. Presley appeared in the list of performers
rather early in the lineup, and as he became more popular
with teenagers, they would attend the show until Elvis
had done his set and then go home, so the original
announcement by Mr. Logan was this. “ Please, young
people — Elvis has | eft the building. He has gotten in his
car and driven away — please, take your seats.” Later the
original words were reshaped and used to get people to
leave the auditorium once it was clear that Elvis wasn't
going to sing any moresongs.  Elvis has|eft the
building!

It was the evening of the very first Easter, and the
disciples were huddling behind locked doors. They were
afraid for it had not gone well for their teacher, and they
hoped the deadbolt would prevent an arrest and
crucifixion that might be in the offing for them as well.

Their entire world had been turned upside down. At this
point in John's account, Mary Magdalene is the only one
who had actually seen therisen Lord, thinking him to be
the gardener, recognizing Jesus only when he spoke her
name.  Suddenly, there hewas. . . standing among the
frightened disciples.
Notice what isjam-packed into just five short verses:
1. Peace be with you, Jesus declared, granting the
shalom of God that brings security and well-being.
2. He showed them his wounds and then he declared
shalom upon them a second time, because you can
never get too much of the Lord's peace.
3. He breathed on them, like the wind God blew into
the nostrils of the figure he fashioned from the mud of
the ground, the life-giving breath of God, making the
disciples come alive from the deadness of their souls.
AsMarty Stortz said at ameeting | was at on
Wednesday: | wonder what post-resurrection
breath smellslike? I’ d guess the resurrected Jesus
didn’t need atic-tac!
4. He gave them authority, the very authority of God
to declare and retain the forgiveness of sinsthrough
the crucified and risen Christ.
5. And finally, Jesus sent them into theworld—  As
the Father has sent me, so | send you. Grounded in
peace, filled with the wind of God, empowered with
authority, and sent. Welcome to the church then and
now.

Grounded in peace, filled with the wind of God,
empowered with authority, and sent. This church, this
body whom Christ has made us to be, cannot live behind
locked doors, cannot hunker down to protect itself, cannot
be gripped by fear just because the world seems to be
coming apart.
This church, we who are called forth from the water
and Word of baptism, isa sent church.
Sent: “ The church hasleft the building!”
We gather around Word and Sacrament to experience
the shalom of God,
We are steeped in the Spirit, the wind of God blows in
and through us,
We are handed the keys to the kingdom so that
forgivenessis aways a part of who we are and what
we do.
All for the purpose of being sent . . . nourished, Spirit-
filled, authorized . . . al for God' s purpose of being sent.
The church has | eft the building!

It's no accident that the missional discernment tool that |
mentioned thismorningiscalled Beyond Our Doors. It
isaguide that will hopefully help congregations see
themselves as a sent church and discern just where God
might be sending them. Truthfully, it is not easy to bea
sent church. It isawhole lot easier —to stay firmly pui,
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rather than venture away from what is familiar and safe,
to see the church as a bulwark against a change, rather
than using change as opportunity, to retreat from the
world, rather than engage it, to become more and more
focused upon preservation of what used to be, rather than
what could be. It's hard, it means losing your life to find
it; it means seeing the face of Jesusin the one you
despise the most; it means that the last shall befirst and
thefirst shall be last; it means dying to self and rising in
the Lord to live for the other. It's hard. To paraphrase
Jesus, If you would follow me, you' d better ook good
on wood. And where does Jesus bid usto follow? Into the
cross roads — that’ s where we are sent.

As the Father has sent me, so | send you.

The church has | eft the building.
It'samessy thingtobesent . ..
because you' re going to rub shoulders with those ignored
by everyone el se, because you’ re going to bump your
head against power and structures that keep the lowly low
and the high and lofty, rich and mighty, because you are
going to experience conflict and strife because you will be
complicit in the Gospel equivalent of rocking the boat.

Yes, itisamessy thingto besent . . .

Asexcited as | am about the new Latino ministry in our
synod, | am fully aware that deep prejudice will raiseits
ugly head. I know that some will insist that we take care
of our own first, before we pay attention to those we do
not know. By necessity, we will talk about immigration
reform and how it affects our neighbor. Some won't like
it, not one hit.

I know that to be a sent church is messy.

But | wouldn’t have it any other way. For it is Jesus who
touched the leper, challenged the powerful on both the
religious and political fronts, and embraced the outcast.

Yes, it is messy; just look to the one who bled and
suffered for you and me — crucifixion messy.

Jesuswas sent . . . for the salvation of the world which
God loves. We are sent . . . sent into this same world for
which Jesus died and rose — For God so loved the
world.

Because of the office | hold, | get some pretty strange
letters and emails. A favorite of mine was
aletter mailed to me last February, and | knew it was
goingtobe one of those with one glance
at the name and return address. The letter was from:
Paul Revere, 1776 Patriot Way, Boston, MA.
Here'show it startsout:  Dear Bishop Pederson, | am
writing to you because you are one of the most powerful
and influential leadersfor God in America, and we want
your help.(l regularly read that single sentence to my
staff.)

And then the letter spells out exactly what kind of help the
writer wants:

- to fight against the satanic evil that isIslam

- to urge othersto stop voting for Muslims for political
office

-toinsistthat Islamisagainst the law in America

- and to write Congress and demand that all mosques be
demolished in America now and all who hold the Muslim
faith be deported from the U.S. by July 4, 2012.

The writer is confident that | will give leadership to a
Chrigtian and Jewish coalition who will accomplish these
worthy God and country goals. As  one of the most
powerful and influential leadersfor God in America, |
wonder how we as disciples of Jesus can be sent into such a
world with all its pride and brokenness? How can we

love our enemies, care for the stranger, deal with hatred,
and advocate for peace . . . when thisisthe world into
which we are sent? When we are al so part of this prideful,
broken world? How can we possibly do this? How can we
be, Thechurchthat has left the building? It’ s because
God has aready made us to be a sent people and God has
given us everything we need — peace, Spirit, authority. Just
as he took frightened disciples and transformed the world
through them, so too we are sent to continue this holy
transformative work. And, we do have everything we need
to be a sent church: Jesus has granted us shalom, he has
breathed his Spirit upon his, he has granted us authority in
his name, and he has sent us, just as the Father sent him.

It helps me to remember this: It isthe One who showed his
hands and side—the crucified, risen Christ— it isthe One
who showed his hands and side who grants peace, who
empowers for ministry, and who sends us out into the
world.

We witness and serve, clergy and lay, not because we are so
gifted, not because we are so faithful, not because we are so
good . . . but because Jesus is gift, because Jesusis faithful,
because Jesusisgood . . . Because if left to our own
devices, we' d still see the gardener instead of the Lord,
we'd still belifelessif the Lord hadn’t breathed the Spirit
upon us, and we' d still be hiding behind locked doorsto
protect our own little turf, had not the Lord foiled our
deadbolts and sent usinto the rough and tumble of life.

This whole business of witness and service, faith and life,
and empowering and sending is the Lord' s doing, the Lord
of pierced side and holes in hands, the Lord who died and
rose for you and me and all creation. All of thisisthe Lord's
doing!  The church has left the building!

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Bishop Duane Pederson

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin — Evangelical Lutheran
Churchin America

WWW.NWSWi.org
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This 365-day reading plan leads you from Genesisto Revelation in just
ayear. Though it doesn®include every chapter and versg, it offersa
compl ete view of Scripture and does so without being overwhelming.
By skipping past material that appears more than once, it givesyou a
streamlined look at the entire Bible. Take this tour of God®Word to
discover its life-changing wisdom and power.

Using the SO.A.P Method for

Bible Reading

S.0.A.P. stands for Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer. It'sa
great way to delve more deeply into your Bible reading, and record
your thoughts, emotions and connections when studying scripture.
S.O.A.P. isdesigned to be used with ajournal along with your regular
Bible reading, using the process as you read each day. It can also be an
effective tool to help you connect with particular passages.
ThingsYou'll Need:

Bible
paper or journal
Scripture
First, have areading plan. Read the scripture passage for that day, and

then reread if necessary to understand. As you read, underline the
words, phrases or verses that stand out or catch your attention.

Observation

Second, journal what strikes you about these words, phrases, and
verses. How is God speaking to you through them? What insights or
observation have you gained?

Application

Third, apply the scripture and observation into your persond life. If we
live out the Word of God in our lives, our lives will be transformed.
How does this scripture apply to you and your situation? Write some
action points on how you intend to apply thisto your life.

Prayer

Finally, write a prayer based on your reading, observation and
application. Ask God to help you live out what you have learned.

Cut out the scripturesand useasa
bookmark in your bibleto keep track of
your reading plan!

English |365 Day

L utheran|Bible Reading
Church |Plan

July 1 Matthew 6:1-18
July 2 Matthew 6:19-34
July 3 Matthew 7:1-12
July 4 Matthew 7:13-29
July 5 Luke 7:1-17

July 6 Matthew 11:1-30
July 7 Luke 7:36-8:3
July 8 Matthew 12:22-50
July 9 Mark 4:1-29

July 10 Matthew 13:24-43
July 11 Matthew 13:44-52
July 12 Luke 8:22-56
July 13 Matthew 9:27-38
July 14 Mark 6:1-13

July 15 Matthew 10:16-42
July 16 Mark 6:14-29
July 17 Matthew 14:13-36
July 18 John 6:22-40

July 19 John 6:41-71

July 20 Mark 7:1-37

July 21 Matthew 15:32-16:12
July 22 Mark 8:22-9:1
July 23 Luke 9:28-45
July 24 Matthew 17:24-18:6
July 25 Mark 9:38-50
July 26 Matthew 18:10-22
July 27 John 7:1-31

July 28 John 7:32-53

July 29 John 8:1-20

July 30 John 8:21-59

July 31 Luke 10:1-24
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General Fund EXPENSES
English Lutheran Church 2011

Month Actual Total Budget Over/
Monthly [ Expensesto | Expensesto [ (Under)
Expenses Date Date Budget
Expensesto
Date
Jan. $ 26,022 $ 26,022 $ 27,516 $( 1,494)
Feb. $ 26,901 $ 52,923 $ 55,032 $( 2,109)
Mar. | $26,593 $ 79517 |$82,548 $( 3,031)
April [ $27,059 $106,575 | $110,064 $( 3,489)
May |[$26,163 $132,738 | $137,580 $ (4,839)
June $ $ $165,096 $
July $ $ $192,612 $
Aug. |$ $ $220,128 $
Sept. |$ $ $247,644 $
Oct. $ $ $275,160 $
Nov. $ $ $302,676 $
Dec. $ $ $330,186 $

Comparative: Actual Incometo Expenses.

Y ear to date income (May): $ 126,649

Y ear to date expenses (May): $ 132,738

Surplus/(Shortfall) 2011: $ (6,089)

Current Deficit Amount: $(29,443)
Date 8:00 9:15 10:45 |Totals
May 1 38 85 42 165
May 8 49 112 55 216
May 15 41 104 45 190
May22 |65 162 51 278
May29 |41 70 58 169
Totals 234 533 251 1018
Average 47 107 50 204
Attendance

General Fund INCOME
English Lutheran Church 2011

Month Actual Total Projected Ahead or
Monthly Incometo Income Behind
Income Date to Date Projected
Amount Income to
Date
Jan. $ 25,105 $ 25,105 $ 28,492 $(3,387)
Feb. $21,483 $ 46588 |[$56,984 $(10,397)
Mar. $ 23,297 $ 69,885 |$85477 $(15,592)
April $31,749 $101,634 | $113,969 $(12,335)
May $25,015 $126,649 |$142.461 $(15,812)
June $ $ $170,953 $
July $ $ $199,446 $
Aug. $ $ $227,938 $
Sept. $ $ $256,430 $
Oct. $ $ $284,922 $
Nov. $ $ $313,415 $
Dec. $ $ $341,907 $

Gifts of Love

Weekly offerings received for the mission and ministry of
English Lutheran Church through the General Fund and
for mortgage payments through the Building Fund.

Date General Fund | Building Fund
May 1 —7 $ 4,470.25 $ 504.00

May 8 — 14 $ 6,044.51 $ 211.50

May 15—21 |$ 5,673.66 $1,204.00

May 22 —28 |$ 5,558.00 $ 343.00

May 29 —31 |$ 3,268.89 $ 50.00
Totals $25,015.31 $2,312.50

M ortgage Status: Monthly Mortgage payment is $1,781.
Principal balance as of June 30, 2011 was $209,380.53.1
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WEEK ONE:

e > 30 pm Prayer Team/Prayer Shawls

Friday, July 1

Sunday, July 3 Pentecost 3

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00am  Contemporary Worship
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, July 4
Church Office Closed

Tuesday, July 5
5:30 pm Prayer Team
7:30pm  Al-Anon

Thursday, July 7
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery

WEEK TWO:

Sunday, July 10 Pentecost 4

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00am  Contemporary Worship
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, July 11

5:00 pm Prayer Service planning-Pizza
served!

7:00 pm Personnel Meeting

7:00 pm Service Day planning w/
ministry team

Tuesday, July 12

5:30 pm Prayer Team

7:00 pm Special Congregationa Council
Meeting

7:30 pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, July 13

2:30 pm Ellsworth Care Center Worship
Hannah Circle

4:00 pm Cross Beams Deadline

Thursday, July 14
5-8pm Sonshine Festival
6:30 pm Men’'s Celebrate Recovery

WEEK THREE:

Sunday, July 17 Pentecost 5

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Contemporary Worship
9:30 -10:15 am Parish Nurse

5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, July 19

6:30 pm  Congregational Council Mtg
7:30pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, July 20
7:00 pm Mission Trip Prayer Service

Thursday, July 21
6:30 pm Men's Celebrate Recovery

Saturday, July 23
Mission Trip to Birmingham, Alabama

WEEK FOUR:
|
Sunday, July 24 Pentecost 6

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00am  Contemporary Worship
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, July 25
9am Print Cross Beams

Tuesday, July 26

9:00 am Assemble Cross Beams
5:30 pm Prayer Team

7:30 pm Al-Anon

Thursday, July 27
6:30 pm Men's Celebrate Recovery

Sunday, July 31
Church return from Mission Trip

Upcoming Events:

August 10 - 14 Pierce County Fair

August 17 Y outh Sponsorship
Banquet

August 20 Habitat for Humanity

August 31 Y outh House cook out

September 11 Rally Day

Bible Quiz

Many people travel for leisure
during the summer. In Bible days,
travel was most often done out of
necessity. Scripture records many
notable journeys.

Match the people in the left-hand
column with their correct travelsin
the right-hand column.

A. Abraham and Sarah

B. Mary, Jesus mother

C. Joseph, Mary and Jesus
D. Apostle Paul

1. Traveled to visit cousin
Elizabeth

2. Traveled from Haran to the land
of Canaan

3. Took missionary journeysto
Turkey, Macedonia

4. Traveled to Egypt to flee from
King Herod

Answers. A.2,B.1,C.4,D. 3
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