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 A special meeting of the congregation is being held on Sunday, July 31, at 9:30 a.m., 
between the worship services, to give the congregation an opportunity to vote on whether or 
not to call Pastors Brad and Dawn Lindberg to share a call to pastoral ministry at English 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Brad would be called to serve .80 of fulltime, or 32-36 hours per 
week, and Pastor Dawn would be called to serve .40 of fulltime, or 16-18 hours per week, 
providing for slightly more than one fulltime position.  This recommendation comes from the 
call committee and has been approved by the council to be presented to the congregation as a 

whole.  A quorum must be present for the vote, and the call must be approved by a 2/3 majority. Only voting members of 
the congregation will receive ballots for voting. 
 

 However, all attendees who are interested in the call process and observing the vote are welcome to attend. The 
8:30 service will end at 9:15, so that people may gather and be ready for the meeting promptly at 9:30.  We hope that 
everything necessary can be accomplished within 45 minutes, and the second service can begin by 10:15, with a delay of 
just 15 minutes.   
 

 The announcement of the meeting was made in church on two Sundays, July 17 and 24, and a letter of notice was 
sent out to voting members at least 10 days before the meeting, all as required by our constitution.  In both cases, 
information about this clergy couple, and their interests and gifts in ministry were shared by the call committee.  At the 
meeting, the letter of call and the compensation plan, prepared according to synod guidelines,  will be shared for 
information and questions before the vote is taken.   
 

If the vote is positive, a letter of call will be signed and forwarded to the bishop with the proposed compensation package 
for approval and signature, and then forwarded to the candidates.  Once the letter of call is in their hands, they have up to 
three weeks to respond, yes or no.  If the vote is negative, or if Brad and Dawn decide to decline the call, then the call 
committee resumes its work, asking the bishop for the names of more candidates to consider and interview.  Please be in 
prayer, that God's leading will be clear for both the congregation and Pastors Brad and Dawn as we consider the 
possibility of this pastoral call.  † 

Special Meeting Called For Vote on Pastoral Candidates 
On July 31 at 9:30 a.m. 

Registration for 2011-2012 Sunday School in August!  
 Sunday School Registration will be held between services each Sunday from August 7 - 28.  Sunday School classes 
will begin on Rally Day Sunday, September 11, at 9:15.  We would like to pre-register as many children as possible to 
help us determine the amount of materials we will need. Because we are going to use the Workshop Rotation Model 
(WoRM) for Sunday School classes (Kindergarten through 5th grade), we will need volunteers to help with the various 
workshops again this year. You can volunteer  to do one workshop for one rotation (one story) of 3-4 weeks, or as many 
as you want to throughout the year. If you like to work with computers, do arts and crafts, play games, put on dramas, or 
run videos/movies, you can be a workshop leader. You do NOT have to plan anything - it will all be prepared ahead of 
time for you in detail.   
 Our Pre-School program will remain the same as in past years, and our 6th grade program (Pre-Confirmation) will 
emphasize preparation for Confirmation class. Please contact Jean Krauss (email october_home_fire@yahoo.com or 
phone at 715-273-4251) anytime this summer with comments, questions, requests, or special needs for Sunday School 
and Children’s Ministry. † 



 

Page 2                                                         Cross Beams - August 2011 

English Lutheran Church 
229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  
Fax :  715-273-5974 

Church website:  
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 
�

 

English Lutheran Church Staff  
 
 
Interim Senior Pastor Valerie Peterson 
valeriepeterson@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant 
judinielsen@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Janet Gray, Communications Secretary 
janetgray@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Deanna Traynor, Youth Director 
traynor4@redwing.net 
 
Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director 
october_home_fire@yahoo.com 
 
Lisa Griffin, Organist, Pianist, 
SpiritSong Director, Hosanna Choir Director, 
Children’s Music Accompanist 
 
Joyce Karlstad, Parish Nurse (715) 273-4539 
 
Lutheran Social Services  
Counselor, 715-386-3581 
 
Julie Baggenstoss, Custodian 
 
Mark Moldenhauer, Groundskeeper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational Council: 
 

Kip Gore, President 
Dale Bohnert, Vice President & Evangelism 
 Purpose Champion 
Gale Gaard, Treasurer 
Lisa Mueller, Secretary 
Sean DuRen, Fellowship Purpose Champion 
Trina Groen, Discipleship Purpose Champion 
Kristen Cain, Worship Purpose Champion 
Peter Bisila, Service & Ministry, Purpose  
   Champion 
Burton Larson, Personnel Committee 
 

Confirmation 
Orientation  
for Parents! 
Wednesday,  

August 31, 7 p.m. 
 
Orientation for all parents of 
confirmation students will be held on Wednesday, August 
31, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the worship area. Confirmation 
instruction at English Lutheran Church is offered for 
students in grades 7, 8 and 9.  Students cover the basic 
curriculum in Wednesday evening workshops with the 
pastor, and discuss it in small groups with an adult guide, 
and also share about life and faith.  They also have small 
group activities and service projects with their 
guides.  This year's curriculum covers the basic sections, 
stories, and themes of the Bible, both Old and New 
Testament.  Attendance at worship is expected, as well as 
participation in retreats, Bible camp and/or mission 
trip.  It is not only book learning, but life and faith 
learning! 
  
Come and hear about the program, and if you want to 
register your child, please prepare to pay the $40 
registration fee to cover the cost of materials.  If 
scholarship support is needed, please speak to the pastor 
or youth director Deanna Traynor.† 

Fall Worship 
Schedule Resumes 

 Sunday, September 11 
8:00 a.m.    Heritage - Traditional 

9:15 a.m.    Celebration - Contemporary 
10:45 a.m.    Encounter  

Rally Day 
September 11, 2011 

Sunday School Begins! 

PowerPoint Operators Needed! 
We are in need of volunteers to run the PowerPoint 
presentation during both the 8:30am and 10:00am 
services this summer.  If you are interested in being on 
the PowerPoint team, please contact MichelleWestberg at 
715-273-5693 or  
michellesmith327@yahoo.com                  
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Pastoral Candidates Biographies 
Pastors Brad and Dawn Lindberg live in Sullivan, Wisconsin, a little town located between Madison and Milwaukee.  
The have been married five years, and have a 2 ½ year old son, named Andrew. 
 
Pastor  Brad L indberg grew up in Forrest Lake, Minnesota; and as an interesting little side note, when he was in fifth 
grade, Pastor Harlen Menk was Associate Pastor at his church in Forrest Lake.    Pastor Brad has seven years’  experience 
and is currently serving in the role of pastor at a parish in Rome, Wisconsin.  He completed his Bachelor’s Degree at St. 
Olaf in Northfield, Minnesota, and achieved his Master of Divinity at Luther Seminary.   
 

His strengths and passion are in preaching and leading worship.  He is most comfortable outside of the pulpit and 
without a manuscript. Through each sermon, his hope is to connect with people on a more personal, every day sort of 
level.  He is eager to recruit and equip lay leaders  believes he has been blessed with an intuition to help identify gifts 
that others sometimes do not see in themselves, and to help connect them in the areas they may best serve and enjoy 
being part of.  He gets excited about finding new ways of doing ministry better. Pastor Brad believes that each one of us 
has been “Called and Sent”  by God to use gifts and talents given to us in the present world,  not secluded in the four 
walls of the church; and to use those gifts and talents to the best of our abilities, and through equipping lay leadership, he 
believes we can work together to invest energy beyond ourselves and our walls. 
 

He supports youth ministry and admits this is great area of interest for him.  He recognizes the importance of 
involvement from pastors and lay leaders in the youth ministry and encourages the partnership.   
 

Pastor Brad is technologically savvy, has sermons on GodTube, is into blogging, uses Facebook to connect with 
parishioners where they “are” , incorporates video clips into sermons, and is comfortable with technology. 
 

He has personal experience with polarity within congregations, and has been part of resolving situations of conflicting 
viewpoints and ideas between members of previous congregations.  He believes the best setting for him to minister 
would be in a mission oriented congregation that wishes to focus energy beyond themselves, in a supportive community 
that is working together to see others succeed, and are open to thinking outside of the box, working creatively to bring 
people to know Christ.  
 
Pastor  Dawn L indberg grew up on a dairy farm in Wilson (near Sparta), Wisconsin, and is a devout Packer fan!  She 
received her Bachelor’s Degree at the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point in Family and Consumer Education, and 
went on to obtain her Master of Divinity at Luther Seminary.  Pastor Dawn is working in her first call, currently ¾ time 
pastor in a little country church in Ixonia, Wisconsin.  She has two years’  experience. 
 

Pastor Dawn is passionate about preaching and teaching the Word of God.  She has strong administrative skills, and is 
very organized.  Teaching is one of her passions, and believes in the importance of relating the teachings to daily life, 
whether through retreats, bible studies or a Sunday sermon.  Pastor Dawn is continually seeking new ways of doing 
worship, being open to creatively planning worship services that include all ages, and meets a wide variety of need. 
 

Pastor Dawn believes in equipping people of all ages to be leaders, including children as young as second grade to be 
readers during worship.  She says it is all about finding people’s gifts and encouraging them to use them.  She says too 
often young people are not incorporated into the church as active members.  She loves to connect their energy to the 
whole church. 
 

Though Pastor Dawn’s experience is short, she has life experiences to draw from; she lost her mother in a car accident, 
and is able to share a message of hope and support with those who deal with life’s struggles.  Pastor Dawn draws you in 
with her caring nature, and she is eager to learn people’s “stories”  about what brought them to ELC.  She has a passion 
for pastoral care. 
 
Both Pastors Brad and Dawn have a holistic approach to stewardship and support that it should be continual mindset, 
and not a campaign run in the fall.  Both feel that the pastor has an important role in promoting stewardship.  Family is a 
priority for both Pastors Brad and Dawn.  They understand the importance of balance between work and family.  Daily 
prayer and devotions help them to stay focused.  Both Pastors Brad and Dawn enjoy sports, Pastor Brad is a runner, 
having completed several marathons.  Pastor Dawn enjoys basketball.   
 
You are welcome to view:   http://www.godtube.com/bradlindberg1 to hear a sermon given by Pastor Brad.   
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Lutheran Men in Mission 
ONE YEAR TO LIVE RETREAT 

September 16-18  
Poynette, Wisconsin 

This is a retreat, sponsored by 
Lutheran Men in Mission, for 
men where hearts and souls can 
be strengthened by the call of 
Christ. Over 100 men have 
attended OYTL's in Wisconsin 
since 2009. Many have found it 
to be a spiritual and life-
impacting experience, different from any other retreats or 
conferences they have attended.  
 
One Year to Live Retreat video testimonies, promotional, 
scholarship and registration information is available at 
www.lutheranmen.org/Events/One Year to Live/.  Space 
is limited. Register ASAP to ensure your spot.  The $175 
registration fee includes lodging, meals and retreat 
materials. Commitment to attend from Friday 5:30pm to 
closing on Sunday at 3 p.m.is required  If you have any 
questions, contact Jim Schieble at 920-763-3433, or Lon 
Buss, at 608-516-7875. 

Luther College Offers The 
Grace Institute for Spiritual 

Formation Program VI 

Designed to immerse participants in core Christian 
spiritual practices, this program will begin in August 
2011. The main goals are deeper personal spiritual 
formation and development of skills in leading small 
groups in spiritual practices. Since the program does not 
train people to be spiritual directors, the focus is not on 
one-to-one listening, but on listening and leading in small 
groups. The Spiritual Formation Program brings the same 
people together four times a year for two years. 
Participants sign up for all eight sessions from August 
2011 - May 2013. More information about the program 
and registration forms are available at www.luther.edu/
graceinstitute . 

Synod Lay 
Training 

Opportunity 
Have you ever thought you’d like 
to learn more about the Bible on the 
Christian faith? Want to be better 
equipped to serve and lead? 
 

The Lay School of Ministry of the Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin is accepting applications for the two-year 
program beginning in September. This pioneering effort 
of our synod, which began in 1993, has attracted nation-
wide attention. 
 

We will meet at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in 
Chippewa Falls (sessions are held Friday evening and 
Saturday morning) on the second Saturday of each month, 
September through May, for two years. Full schedule 
details are located on our website, listed below. The 
faculty members for the Lay School of Ministry have 
been selected in the following areas: Old and New 
Testament studies; Systematic Theology; the creeds and 
confessions of the church; worship; the ministry of all the 
baptized and the mission of the Church. 
 

A component of the program, which has been much 
appreciated, is free housing, available with members of a 
local congregation. Please indicate your desire for 
housing on the application form. Meals on Friday 
evening, Saturday morning, and Saturday noon are also 
offered at a nominal cost. To assist in your preparation for 
the Lay School of Ministry, the Synod Resource Center 
has copies of all the text books available for you to look 
at. Resources, which your mentoring pastor may be able 
to supply in the areas of scripture and the faith of the 
church, will be good preparation for the beginning of the 
Lay School in September. 
 

Tuition for the 2011-2012 Lay School of Ministry is $475 
per year. Book costs are approximately $250. Some 
scholarship assistance is available. Please inquire. 
 

If you have any questions about the LSM that are not 
answered in this announcement or the accompanying 
materials, check out our LSM Website! You can find us 
by going to our web site: www.layschoolofministry.org. 
You are welcome to call either John Kurschner (715-924-
3367), our LSM dean, or Pastor Greg Kaufman (715- 579
-1556) for additional information. 

Congratulations to Chad and 
Emily (Schulze) Boesen on 
the birth of Hadley Harper 
Boesen.  Hadley was born on 
June 23, 2011, and weighed 9 
lbs., 15 oz.  The proud 

grandparents are Joel and Sharon Schulze.  
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Sundays 
at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner, Worship, and 
Group Discussion 
 

What is it? 
 
The purpose of English 
Lutheran’s Celebrate 

Recovery Ministry is to fellowship and celebrate God’s 
healing power in our lives through the 12 steps and 8 
Recovery Principles. This experience allows us to be 
changed. We open the door by sharing our experiences, 
strengths, and hopes with one another. In addition, we 
become willing to accept God’s grace in solving our life 
problems.  
 
By working and applying these biblical principles, we 
begin to grow spiritually. We become free from our 
addictive, compulsive, and dysfunctional behaviors. This 
freedom creates peace, serenity, joy, and most 
importantly, a stronger personal relationship with God 
and others. As we progress through the program we 
discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power 
- Jesus Christ. Call Billy Penn at 715-441-6053 for further 
information. 

Celebrate 
Recovery 

Men’s Step Group 
THURSDAYS               

 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Celebrate Recovery  celebrates 

God’s healing power in our lives through Christ-centered 
Twelve Steps.  We are changed as we open the door to 
healing by sharing our experiences, strengths and hopes 
with each other.  We become free from our addictive, 
compulsive, and dysfunctional behaviors.  We discover 
our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus 
Christ.  And we become willing to accept God’s grace in 
solving our life’s problems - creating peace, serenity, joy 
and most importantly, a stronger personal relationship 
with God and others. For  information, call Billy  at 
(715) 441-6053.† 

B efrienders are trained in 
actively listening, 

respecting, and empathizing 
with others who may be 
experiencing a crisis or 
difficulty.  There is no cost 
for requesting and meeting 

with a Befriender. If you are interested in having a 
Befriender to talk with, please contact Lisa Mueller at 
(715) 273-1491.† 

Al-Anon continues to meet 
in the Upper Annex 
classrooms here at English 
Lutheran Church.  The       
Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of relatives and 
friends of alcoholics who 
share their  experience, 
strength and hope in order 
to solve their common 
problems. We believe 
alcoholism is a family 
illness and that changed 
attitudes can aid  recovery. 
The       Al-Anon program is 
based on the Twelve Steps 
(adapted from Alcoholics 
Anonymous) which we try, little by little, one day at a 
time, to apply to our lives along with our slogans and the 
Serenity Prayer. The loving interchange of help between 
members and daily reading of Al-Anon literature makes 
us ready to receive the priceless gift of serenity.  Al-
Anon’s one purpose is to help families of alcoholics. 
 Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  For more 
information, call Elaine at 273-3569.† 

Pray for the 
Sick and Share 
a Prayer Shawl! 
 Do you like to knit or 
crochet? Would you like to 
bless someone who is hurting? 
Come and join us on the third 
Tuesday each month at 5:30 
p.m. to make prayer shawls. 
Our next  gathering is on 
Tuesday, August 16. We 
currently have yarn if you can 

bring needles.  
 We meet in the Fireside Room to relax and chat while 
we knit/crochet, and then spend some time in prayer for 
those whose needs are brought to our attention. We leave 
having been blessed by fellowship and prayer and having 
been a blessing to those who will receive the shawls.  
 Shawls are blessed in prayer and are available by the 
church office to be given to those who need God’s healing 
and encouraging presence. †  
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Thrivent Builds with Habitat for 
Humanity partners with   

English Lutheran Church 
“ Volunteer Day”  

 

It may be difficult to imagine, but families are living in 
substandard housing—right in your community. One day 
of your time could change their lives. 
 

How you can help 
Thrivent Builds Homes volunteers work in local 
communities to help build simple, decent, affordable 
homes. All building supplies are provided on site. 
And no previous construction experience is needed. 
The Habitat partner families themselves put in hundreds 
of hours of their own labor, building their own home, 
as well as other Habitat homes. The homes are then 
sold to partner families at no profit and financed with no-
profit mortgages. The homeowners’  monthly mortgage 
payments are used to build more homes. 
 

What you do today can change a life tomorrow! 
 

“ Volunteer Day”  
 

We are building a home in Woodville. 
August 20, 2011 

Star ts at 8:15 a.m. 
Come out and help work on the Thrivent Builds Homes 
or prepare and serve lunch to the workers on site. 
 

We Need your help! If you have any questions please call 
Chris Karlstad at 273-3846. 
 

Sign up sheets will be available in the Gather ing Area 
after  services for  those interested in helping! 
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Moola for Milk 
Campaign is 
Coming in 
September  

Moola for Milk is a fundraiser to supplement the 
Salvation Army’s supply of milk coupons distributed at 
food shelves in Pierce and St. Croix Counties.  With the 
help of local churches and food stores, we hope to raise 
the funds needed to support this program.  Milk coupons 
were also used in the Ellsworth Community Backpack 
Program which sends backpacks of food home with 
qualifying children every Friday throughout the school 
year.   
 
Please consider supporting this valuable program.  Funds 
will be collected during the month of September in empty 
milk jugs.      ~Salvation Army 

Pierce County Food Shelf 
Needs for August! 

T here are bins at both entrances to the church to 
donate items to the Pierce County Food Shelf. Some 

suggestions for this month are kid friendly goods like 
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Mac-n-Cheese, canned fruit, etc.  If 
you would like to make a monetary donation to the Pierce 
County Food Shelf, please make it payable to Pierce 
County Food Shelf and drop it off in the church office or 
at the Food Shelf. 
Every $1 donated 
purchases $10 
worth of food! † 

Offerings 
From the 
Garden 

 

Have you ever had an 
opportunity to bring the 
“ first fruits”  of your 
garden or field to the 
Lord in worship?  Or to 
bring a tithe from your 

garden to provide for the work of God’s house and for the 
distribution to the poor?  (See Ex. 22:29; 23:19; Lev. 19:9
-10, 18; 27:30)  For the remainder of the summer harvest 
season, a table (altar?) will be in the Gathering Area to 
receive the offerings from your garden that you would 
like to give in thanks to God and to provide and bless 
others who are in need.   If you are in need of provision 
from these offerings, please take what you need from the 
Lord’s provision.  And if you know a neighbor who is 
struggling and food resources would help, please take 
from this table and bless your neighbor with it, 
distributing it on behalf of the church. 
 

We sometimes have people coming in for assistance for 
various needs, and some of them are very appreciative of 
some vegetables to eat.  So, we will likely keep some here 
to share with those who come in with needs, and the 
remainder will go to the food shelf to bless those in the 
community who look there for help.† 
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August Calendar 

August 16..................St. Croix Valley Conference Retreat 
8:15 a.m. - 12 noon                                  

at Zion Lutheran, Woodville, WI 
 (poster on the bulletin board by the office) 

 

There will be no Bible Study, Nursing Home Worship 
or  Quilters’  Workdays in the month of August.   

 
In September, we will begin a nine month series on the 
Gospel of Mark. The Gospel of Mark will also be the 
lectionary Gospel beginning in Advent 2011 and through 
Pentecost season of 2012. So with our new study and 
weekly Sunday Gospel based on Mark, our lives will be 
enriched. 
 

August Helpers: 
 

Altar  Guild: Kris Eaton, Sue Myers, Jeanette Wright, 
Cindy Reuvers  
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Garage No Sale 
Coming on Saturday, October 1st! 

By Bobbie Sawyers  
  Back by popular demand in the fall will be the 
“ Garage No Sale” .  Please start saving those GENTLY 
USED items to be donated for use by someone who needs 
them.  Most things are accepted – clothing, household 
items, outdoor items, furniture, toys, etc.  The items most 
appreciated are winter coats and jackets, and warm     
bedding such as blankets or comforters. However, items 
such as computers, TV’s, phones, cell phones, large  
sporting goods items such as exercise equipment,     
downhill skis, and some office equipment will only be 
accepted if the person’s name and phone are on the item 
and they will be willing to take them back if not 
distributed, so we do not have to pay to have them 
recycled.  Consider being a volunteer and a customer for a 
great  fellowship time at the sale!  Lunch will be 
included free. 

 
This co-ed group meets on 
Saturday mornings at 8:30 
am at the Ellsworth High 
School Track. They start 
with a scripture or 
devotional reading. You 
can meditate on this 
reading as you walk or run 
around the track at your 
own pace. When everyone 
is finished their walk/run 
they gather for discussion. 
For those who are ready and willing they will be 
participating in a 2 mile walk/10K run in September.  
 
But those who wait on the Lord will find new strength. 
They will fly high on wings like eagles. They will run and 
not grow weary. They will walk and not grow faint.  

Isaiah 40:31 
 

For further information call Jessica Penn at 651-592-
3591. 

New Cross Beams Delivery 
 

In our efforts to be 
better stewards of 
our resources 
starting with the 
August Cross 
Beams issue, we 
will be placing the 
Cross Beams in the 
Gathering Area for 
all  those that were 
receiving it via US 

Mail. We are still sending it out by email.  If you would 
like to start receiving your Cross Beams by email, please 
call the church office at 715-273-4617 or send an email 
message to janetgray@englishlutheranchurch.org to 
indicate your interest.  
 Thank you for helping to be good stewards of both 
God’s finances and God’s creation! 
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The interim period begins with ending, and ends with starting.  How funny is 
that?  We move from "ending well" with the last pastor to "starting strong" with 
the new pastor.  At least that's what's supposed to happen. 
 
I think we have "ended well" the era that was.  We had grand celebrations with 
Harlen, which were also a celebration of the life and ministry of English Lutheran 
Church under his pastorate.  But in the many months since then, I sense that we 
have "ended well" in other ways.  When I came (gee, was that really August of 
2009??!!), the grief and pain over Georgia's death was still very close to the 
surface, and the loss of Pastor Lauryl and her unique style of ministry was fresh.  
But I don't sense that grief in the same way now.  There is some emotional 
distance, even while there remains a great love and respect for both of them, and 

a sense of gratitude for the persons they were/are, and the gifts that they shared with you.  They have their place in your 
story now, but you are okay in moving on without them. 
 
When Harlen left, and I was asked to step into the interim senior pastor position, I stepped into a big pair of shoes, shoes 
I could never fill really, because I'm not Harlen, and I don't have the same gifts that he has.  I learned a lot, stepping into 
the wonderfully administered system with which he had been operating (creating these systems is not my gift!), and I 
will take away with me many things I gained from "walking in his way".  Sometimes I missed something that was mine 
to do according to the system and expectations, but somehow we fumbled through those things, and learned some 
lessons.  Also in the process, the council and lay leadership started to come to grips with the fact that WE are the church, 
and WE have to look after the things that need to be taken care of.  As we realized that Harlen wasn't here anymore to 
always know what was coming next, and how to make things work smoothly, there came a renewed sense of ownership 
and responsibility, I think.  They say that new leadership arises during the interim time, because the old patterns are 
disrupted, old leadership besides the former pastor may finish tasks or terms or a season, and that old relationship shared 
with the pastor is gone, and new leadership can naturally come forward, and find opportunity and space that perhaps 
wasn't there before.  With each passing month, I hear less of "Harlen would have...."  and more of "How should we....?"  
You are ready now to receive new leadership, without expecting that the new leader will try to wear Harlen's shoes.  The 
new leader will have his own shoes, his/her own ways.  And you are ready to learn to appreciate and work with someone 
new. 
 
We did some good visioning work, helped along by the assessment of the Church Doctor as to strengths and weaknesses, 
and I think the Ministry Site Profile committee did a good job of presenting English Lutheran Church, who you are, and 
the kind of ministry you have now, and the kind of heart and vision you have for future possibilities.  I also think the Call 
Committee, with our prayers and the leading of the Lord, has done a wonderful job of bringing to us a clergy couple who 
indeed seems to be an excellent match for our situation and our vision.  Even if this one doesn't work out, as I expect it 
will, I commend them for their work and their discernment. 
 
As we prepare for the vote, I am working and thinking and praying about how I can "end well", finishing up tasks  I've 
started, or at least leaving them in such a way that things are ordered and ready for another step of development, and not 
in chaos.  (I always resonate with that part of the confession that mentions "things done and things left undone".)  I will 
try to say goodbye well, and trust you will do so with me.  And I will seek to prepare you to welcome that new pastor, 
and to "start strong", being supportive, treating them well, welcoming and helping them, and being ready and willing to 
work together with them in the ministry that God is calling you forward to in the future.  My last efforts will be to help 
you begin well. 
 
God bless you and guide you, 
 

� � ������ � ������ � ������ � ���������
Pastor Valerie 
�
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China Service Ventures Update from Pastor John 
 
 
July 1, 2011 
We are in the middle of Camp 1!  At this camp we have 42 students from the Vocational Technical College here in 
Xinyang.  Most of them are English majors and most of them are also girls.  There are only five boys here for this 
camp.  All of the counselors have enjoyed this group, but I think the guy counselors are looking forward to more boy 
campers in the next camp. :)  We are staying in one of the dormitories here at the Vo-Tech College and will be here for 
the rest of our time here.  
 It was neat to see the close relationships that were formed between the Chinese, Hong Kong, and U.S. counselors, in 
just the three days of counselor orientation.  We had a lot of fun together, preparing for the camps.  We have also really 
been united as one community in Him.  It provides such a good base for us to then build relationships with the campers. 
 Throughout camp, we have been busy with lots of activities, culture sessions, character building sessions, games, 
songs, and crafts.  The other night we got to play a Camp Wapo favorite, called Mighty Mighty.  This is a field game that 
the kids here really enjoyed as well. 
 Yesterday, the whole group hiked to Black Dragon Pond.  It was so beautiful there!  Everyone enjoyed getting out of 
the city and seeing the beautiful scenery.  We all took lots of pictures and had a great time with the students.  
 As I type this, the counselors are out with their campers around the neighborhood.  The students are the teachers 
today and are teaching the U.S. counselors about the foods and things in the market and anything else that they 
see.  They will also be teaching them some Chinese phrases as well.  Later this afternoon the American counselors will 
get the opportunity to share the Chinese phrases that they learned with the whole group.  Everyone is looking forward to 
that, and something tells me there will be lots of laughter!  
 Throughout all of the activities, it had been great to watch the relationships that are being formed.  The students are 
learning and growing, but they aren't the only ones.  This experience has been a growing and learning experience for the 
counselors as well.  There have been some great conversations and many of the students have a deep interest in why we 
are here.  This group of students is great and we can't believe that we only have a day and a half left of this camp. 
 Please keep the students and counselors in your thoughts.  We want these campers to be able to experience Boundless 
Love like many of them have never seen before. 
 
 
 
July 15, 2011 
 I thought I would share some nice happenings from the closing day of our second camp, which was the camp for 
students from Lijiazhai Middle School, at the base of Jigongshan. Mr. Huang, the Head English teacher has attended 
camp with his students both this year and last year. He is the one, who at the close of last year’s camp shared with me: “ I 
think that I have experienced this boundless love that you talk about. When I go home I plan to share it with others, and 
hope that they will also share it with others.”  At the close of this year’s camp I invited him to share a parting word to this 
year’s campers. In addition to thanking CSV and our camp staff for putting on the camp, he also told the students: “We 
have learned about this boundless love. We must go home and share it with others. They need this boundless love, too” . 
In addition to this, he was rooming with one of our U.S. Counselors and one of our China Counselors. They both had 
Bibles set-out in the room. Through the camp week, they told me that Mr. Huang read from the Bible every day. On the 
closing day they gave him a Bible, with both English and Chinese. He gratefully received it.  
 The story gets better with the adding of another layer of relationships. Last year Martin Gao, the college physics 
teacher, who became a Christian after last year’s camps, he was sitting with Mr. Huang and I for one of our lunch meals 
and Mr. Huang mentioned how the CSV youth camps helped expand his English vocabulary. To this Martin said, “ If you 
read the Bible that will really expand your English vocabulary. To this Mr. Huang said, “You promised to give me a 
Bible before.”  So, Martin, also, gave Mr. Huang a Bible. He went home with two. 
 In the same camp, some of the girl campers from one group said that they thought it would be better if the camp were 
two months long. They expressed not wanting to leave. The boys from another group said that they wanted to work for 
CSV in the future. Pretty cute! Many said that they wanted to come back next year.  

Blessings, 
 

� 	 
 �� 	 
 �� 	 
 �� 	 
 � ����
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Pastor ’s Academy in Malwawi 
Our teaching team, Pastor David Anderson and Pastor 
Amy Odgren, are in Malawi right now for the Pastors' 
Academy, the primary (and often only) continuing 
education opportunity for pastors and lay leaders of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi.  Diane 
Kaufmann, our global companion coordinator, is traveling 
with them. Follow their travel and teaching on their blog 
at http://www.nwswics.org/
Companions/2011_Blog/2011_Blog.html.  
 
Please hold them in prayer until Dave and Amy's return at 
the end of July. (Diane will remain in Malawi to join 
other groups in their travels.) 
    
We are still receiving gifts for this education initiative in 
Malawi ("Growing Together").  Once again, Norda, Inc. 
will match gifts up to a total of $10,000. (For every $2 
given, an additional $1 is contributed through the match.)  

Pray for Malawi 
Malawi Army Deployed Over  

Anti-Mutharika Protests  
 The army has been deployed in three Malawian cities 
on a second day of anti-government protests in which at 
least 18 people have been killed. 
 President Bingu wa Mutharika has vowed to "use 
any measure I can think of" to quell the demonstrations. 
Protesters accuse him of plunging Malawi into its worst 
economic crisis since independence. The army has been 
deployed in the capital, Lilongwe, the biggest city, 
Blantyre, and Mzuzu in the north. The troops bolster a 
strong contingent of riot police in the three cities. 
 The health ministry said 18 people had been killed in 
two days of protests, with post-mortems being conducted 
to establish the cause of death.  Nine people died in 
Mzuzu, six in Lilongwe, two in Blantyre, and one in the 
town of Karonga on the border with Tanzania, he said. 
Another 44 people suffered gunshot wounds in the 
clashes between protesters and security forces, 
correspondents say. 
 Lorry-loads of soldiers were patrolling central 
Lilongwe, clearing barricades set up by protesters. The 
city centre is deserted with shops closed, correspondents 
say. In an address to the nation, Mr. Mutharika said the 
protesters were "working for Satan" and would be 
defeated. "As leader of the country, I have powers vested 
in me by the constitution to ensure peace, using every 
measure I can think of," he said. 'Autocratic kleptocracy' 
Rev Maurice Munthali, deputy secretary general of the 
Church of the Central Africa Presbyterian told the BBC 
that the nine people who died in Mzuzu had been shot. 
"I'm actually in the mortuary identifying the bodies - it's 
very sad." Rev Munthali said that some of those in 
hospital had not been demonstrating but were caught in 
crossfire. 
 Civil groups which organized the nationwide protests 
said Malawi was facing a "series of catastrophes". The 
cost of living was rising and the country was facing acute 
shortages of fuel, electricity and foreign currency, they 
said in a statement. "There is cause to believe that the 
current shortages are the worst in all our 47 years [since 
independence]," the statement said. They accused the 
government of failing to listen to the concerns of people, 
and they feared Malawi was turning into an "autocratic 
kleptocracy". 
 Mr. Mutharika - who was elected in 2004 - said he 
was prepared to enter into dialogue with the opposition 
but they should stop "sending your boys" on the streets to 
cause chaos. "I am asking each one of you, wherever you 
are, to go back to your homes and stop looting," he said. 
"By allowing these people to demonstrate violently, have 
we solved our problems? Do we have fuel or forex 

[foreign exchange]? Is this democracy? Not so." 
Several buildings and businesses belonging to members 
of the security forces and government allies have been 
attacked during the violence. 
 The government passed an austerity budget recently, 
raising taxes to reduce dependence on aid. 
Last week, the UK cut aid to Malawi after accusing the 
government of handling the economy badly. Other donors 
have also reduced aid. 
 Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world, 
with an estimated 75 percent of the population living on 
less than $1 (60p) a day.† 

See the Parish Nurse and 
Health Ministries Team for 
Blood Pressure and Heart 
Rate Checks and other 
helpful healthy 
information on Sunday, 

August 21, 9:30-10:15 a.m. downstairs in the front 
entrance.   
 We have a health ministry team whose purpose is to 
assist in establishing priorities, coordinate with 
committees already in existence, (for example, 
Befrienders) and to evaluate the effectiveness of services 
rendered. We would like to add some new members to 
our committee.  If you are interested in joining us, please 
contact Joyce Karlstad at 715-273-4539 or the church 
office at 715-273-4617. You do not need to be a health 
professional.† 
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Congregation Council 
Meeting Wrap-up  
    
In an effort to provide effective communication, this issue 
of Cross Beams includes a summary of Congregation 
Council meetings.  
 

April 26 -Special Meeting of 
Council with Finance Committee 
·  Bill Stafford of Luther Point Bible Camp made a 

presentation on their improvement projects and fund-
raising campaign, and requested that we consider a 
fund-raising effort within the congregation to update 
people on the Bible camp, and give them an 
opportunity to give to their special needs.  A 
campaign leader is needed, someone with interest in 
the Bible camp and its ministry.  If we do some kind 
of financial campaign, this could become a part of 
that. 

·  Financial reports were reviewed, and a progress  
report on the mortgage refinance work given. 

·  Clarity is needed for the congregation to understand 
on what basis the drummer is being paid, and how.  
Notices will be written. 

·  Review of the expenses cut to date to bring expenses 
more in line with income, and some of the amounts 
involved: 

-hospitality host position - $1000 
-associate pastor position - $12000 
- VBS, decline camp team to lead - $1000+ 
-children's music director position - 
-and accompanist for children - 
-mailing out of Cross Beams to everyone - 
-nursery supervisor position - issue to be explored 
 by Pastor Valerie with Pam 
-It was later noted that we would begin to notice 
these reductions in June. 

 

May 17 -Council Meeting 
·  There were further updates and some discussion 

about issues of membership and clearing the roster, 
Luther Point  fund-raising campaign and the need for 
a campaign leader, progress on interviews by the call 
committee, and the issue of background checks for 
those working with children in the congregation and 
youth ministry. 

·  Regarding the nursery supervisor position, Pastor 
Valerie and Pam talked through the issue and agreed 
that Pam would take the summer off to rest, while 
English Lutheran Church had a chance to try staffing 
it with volunteers to see if it can work; then in August 
we would reassess the situation, and make a decision 

for September.  Pam needs to be off through Rally 
Day. 

·  The Income Analysis sub-group reported back on 
their findings on why income is down, after looking 
closely at giving data of the congregation: 

       -15 families/units transferred 
       -11 members have died 
       -2 have moved into the care center. 

These changes account for about $52,500 in giving.  
BUT there has been an INCREASE from people that 
are currently worshipping here and giving.  Overall 
attendance has fallen some, but pledges have risen.  
Thanks be to God!  We need to thank and encourage 
our people for their giving, and not be thinking that 
people have not been doing their part.  They are! 

·  Travis Breunig reported on Thrivent's change to 
Thrivent Choice, which allows individual members to 
assign dollar amounts (based on their accounts and 
activity with Thrivent) to congregations, among other 
things.  In April, $1165 came to English Lutheran 
from Thrivent Choice.  Is there a Thrivent member 
who is interested in being our Thrivent Advocate?  
Publicity is needed. 

·  Worship and Music presented a letter from Lisa 
Griffin, requesting that when we look at possible 
expenses to cut, we not consider cutting pay for 
substitute musicians for her vacation weeks, as it is a 
professional position, and difficult to find qualified 
people, and even more difficult if no pay is offered. 

·  Treasurer reported that the paperwork for the 
mortgage refinance is done, and ready to mail.  It will 
take several weeks to process. 

·  Pastor Val reported how many negatives she has been 
hearing in the wake of the income crisis and moves to 
cut positions and expenses wherever possible; that 
staff morale is really low right now;  that we need to 
hold an attitude of faith and look to God's provision; 
and she gave a reminder that while we need to 
communicate well with the congregation, we cannot 
load Sundays with too many announcements and 
presentations, especially on finances -- that Sunday is 
for worship, and we need to guard that. 

·  Pastor John indicated things he was wrapping up, and 
expressed thanks to all for the nine months of 
working together at English LC. 

·  Thanks was expressed to Angie Raebel for her service 
on the council, and blessings extended for their move 
to and life in Nebraska. 
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May 24 - Special Meeting of the 
Council and Finance  
Committee, open to any interested in stewardship issues 
·  Special Guest was Todd Iverson, assistant to the 

bishop, here to present to us resources for working on 
growth in our stewardship 

·  Kip Gore shared briefly on our recent situation and 
work on finances and concerns about stewardship. 

·  Todd gave a PowerPoint presentation on "whole life 
stewardship", indicating that stewardship is much 
more than just money, which he will share with us via 
a pdf file.  And stewardship is a year-round issue to 
be working on all the time as a matter of people's 
growth in their relationship with Jesus. Finances is 
one of 6 areas of stewardship.  He referred to Charles 
Lane's "Ask, Thank, Tell" and Mark Powell's "Giving 
to God", as well as Jim Collins "Good to Great" and 
"Good to Great - the Social Sectors"  as helpful 
resources.  Leaders need to be good stewards before 
they can call on others to think about their 
stewardship.  And for English Lutheran Church -- 
"Transforming lives through Christ-centered 
community", if our mission plan (our plan to spend 
our stewardship dollars) does not match this mission, 
then we need to reconsider the way in which we are 
spending our resources.  If we are inward-focused by 
taking care of our own folks, then we are not living 
the life and plan of Jesus Christ.  We need to go make 
disciples and find a way to encourage the passage of a 
ministry growth budget. 

 

June 14 - Council Meeting 
·  Call Committee update: A special meeting of the Call 

Committee with the Finance  Committee was set for 
June 28 to work through a proposal for the 
compensation package for the new pastor. 

·  A list of confirmands who have had their credo 
sessions with Pastor John Peterson was presented for 
approval for membership upon their confirmation in 
October.  Approved. 

·  Council Vacancy: Because Angie Raebel has had to 
resign due to their move to Nebraska, we are seeking 
a replacement for her seat until the next election.  
Several names were suggested, and they will be asked 
one by one until we have an acceptance. 

·  Review of the arrangements for securing offerings: If 
for some reason, after services, no council members 
are present as expected to secure the offerings in the 
office, and get them to the bank, the ushers should 
contact our officers in this order: Gale Gaard, Kip 
Gore, and Dale Bohnert, for assistance in seeing 
responsibilities completed. 

Purpose Champion reports: 

·  Kris Cain reported on a good meeting with Personnel 
Committee, Lisa Griffin, and Pastor Valerie, going 
over the various music positions that Lisa fills, and 
what is entailed in each. 

·  Trina Groen reported on the decision to go ahead with 
VBS, even though very few children are registered.  
Several council members were aware of other 
children who will be attending, but are not yet 
registered, so that affirmed the decision to proceed. 
Trina also indicated that on the question of 
background checks on those who work with our 
children in youth/SS/VBS/nursery, Deanna had 
indicated that she uses a simple process done with the 
county, for no fee.  Further work needs to be done on 
a comprehensive policy for the use of background 
checks, privacy concerns, etc. 

·  Lisa Mueller reported on the gathering of several 
women to share and brainstorm concerning women's 
ministries and what is needed. 

·  Pastor Valerie reported that, in anticipation of the 
new pastor being called soon, she is looking at 
"ending" tasks, wrapping things up, and hoping to 
keep two weeks of vacation time to use at the end. 

·  MSC to clear the small amount to be collected for 
Church Doctor fees which has been outstanding in 
receivables in many months of reports by using Fair 
Stand funds to cover the remainder. 

 
July 12 - Special Meeting of the 
Council with the Call Committee to 
consider the recommendation of a 
pastoral candidate 
·  Having responded to our need for a replacement for 

Angie Raebel, Pete Bisila was present, and it was 
MSC to approve and receive Pete as our new council 
member, filling Angie's seat until January elections. 

·  The Call Committee then presented their 
recommendation that we call a clergy couple, Brad 
and Dawn Lindberg, to serve in pastoral ministry at 
English Lutheran Church.  Brad would serve .8 of 
fulltime, and Dawn for .4, for a total 1.2 position 
together.  Since they would share medical benefits the 
same as one person working, it is possible to add 8-9 
hours (.2 position) and have a wider mix of gifts and 
experience and perspective to our pastoral staffing, 
while still remaining very close to our anticipated 
budget of compensation for one pastor with 15 years 
of experience, at synod guidelines level. 

·  The Call Committee shared extensively of their 
process and interviews with Brad and Dawn, and how 
they came to this recommendation. A video 
introduction made by Brad and Dawn was shared. 

·  Job descriptions were looked at, and referred to 
Personnel Committee for further work. 

� � � � � ���� 	 	 � �� � �
 � � � � 	 � 


� � � � � ���� 	 	 � �� � �
 � � � � 	 � 


� � � � � ���� 	 	 � �� � �
 � � � � 	 � 


� � � � � ���� 	 	 � �� � �
 � � � � 	 � 


����



 

Cross Beams - August 2011  Page 13                                                                                                                          

·  The compensation packages were reviewed, and 
questions about vacation time and maternity/paternity 
leave looked at. 

·  MSC to accept the recommendation of the call 
committee and to forward the decision to the 
congregation.  Vote was unanimous. 

·  Discussion of the special meeting and preparatory 
notices ensued - Sunday announcements and 
presentation of biographical/ministry profile by call 
committee on July 17 and 24; letter of notice and 
same background info mailed to voting members as 
required; and special meeting to be held between 
services on Sunday, July 31, at 9:30 a.m.  (Shorten 
the 8:30 service by 15 minutes to accommodate 
people gathering, and do our best to be done by 10:15 
to begin the second service without much delay.) 

·  MSC to call a special meeting of the congregation on 
Sunday, July 31, at 9:30 a.m. to consider the 
recommendation of the call committee that we call 
Brad and Dawn Lindberg to serve as our pastors at 
English Lutheran Church, in a shared call of .8 and .4 
of fulltime, respectively. 

·  Note was made to encourage all voting members to 
come, as we must have a quorum to conduct this 
business. 

 

July 19 - Council Meeting 
·  Council Secretary position vacancy: MSC that Lisa 

Mueller serve as Acting Secretary in Angie's place, 
until January elections; and Pete Bisila be assigned to 
Ministry Purpose Champion position. 

·  Personnel Committee presented job descriptions, 
reworked again with Pastor Valerie from solo pastor 
to two pastors, for Brad and Dawn to potentially fill 
our pastoral position.  The descriptions set out basic 
areas of responsibility which need to be covered, 
according to the gifts and interests indicated by Brad 
and Dawn, and in order of priority as the council sees 
it.  A few minor changes were made, and these were 
approved (MSC) as a basis for Lindbergs to begin 
their work here, if the call is processed.  They can be 
adjusted later as needed. 

·  Property committee reported on progress and plans 
for putting new carpet in the sanctuary in August.  
(MSC approval.) 

·  Purpose Champions shared some updates, and it was 
proposed that we have them share on Sundays in the 
fall as to what is happening and what is available for 
people to participate in, possibly in conjunction with 
ministry fair(s), time and talent assessments, and the 
fall leadership conference.  More planning to be done 
in August. 

·  Pastor Valerie shared that if the call goes through and 
is accepted, as she anticipates, she would like to end 
her work at the end of August, her last Sunday being 

the 28th, and her vacation time being taken within 
that framework (August 8-13/14 and another week of 
days scattered throughout the time as seems good.)  
The new pastors may arrive for September 25th 
weekend, September 18 is Youth Sunday, and that 
leaves Rally Day (September 11) and Labor Day 
weekend to cover.  Pastor Val will work with Kip on 
covering these. 

·  Pastor Valerie also recommended/requested that the 
council consider doing an exit interview with her, 
whether as a whole council, or some other 
representative group, before her departure.  She will 
prepare a report and interim evaluation for August 
council, which may be her last. 
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Prayers for 
Healing: 
 
Healing: Paul Krauss, Joann 
Fischer Karssen, Joe Wieser, 
Michelle DuRen, Kerry 
Feuerhelm, Duane and Marion 
Johnson, Mackenzie Marks, 
Kim Morth, Paul and Ginny 

Tonsager, Jon Tonsager, Greg Place, Pat Close, Claudia 
McEvoy, Carol Bennett, Dawn, Tony DeSantis, Nancy 
Eaton, Kira Engen, Sandie Finstad, Rose Gath, Lloyd 
Gath, Kathie Geister, Eric Hove, Heather Johnson, Jolene 
Johnston, Scott Lubich, Mike Myer, Mary Jane Nelson, 
Gerald Place, Patricia Place, Amanda Swanson, Ann 
Wells, Jenny, Todd Chowan, Maxine Close, Victoria 
Crow, Gary Ehle, Deb Gamble, Ken Glamm, Jenny, 
Jenny Klemm, Jackie Koenig, Josie, Irene Krause, Verna 
Lifto, Monica McDonald, Jeanine, Dawn Rungy, Bill 
Van, Monie Van, Josh Willoughby, Gary Williams, Scott 
Williamson 
 
 

Long-Term Prayers: Gwen Swanson, Jim Gebhard, 
Margaret Hofmeister, Rollie Krauss, Kathryn Chambers,  
Joyce Christensen,  Sherry York, Evelyn Swanson, 
Shirley Raechke, Bettie Hinz, Ann Mueller, Charlotte 
Krause, Wendy Wegerer, Erma Anderson, Adelaide 
Boettcher, Margie and Bob Braff, Arlene Denzer, Kim 
Jennings, Sandy Johnson, Jim Kenall, Lia King, Gordon 
Luebker, Marie Olbert, Mary Ann Putzeier, Leatrice 
Schommer, Steve Traynor, Marguerite Westbrook  
 
 

Pray for  those who gr ieve the loss of loved ones: 
·  Family and friends of Zachary Siewert, Bill Quinn, 

Rose Thom. 
·  John Sutherland family and Corey Johnsrud family in 

death of Jim 
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Deanna Traynor, Youth Director 
traynor4@redwing.net 
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July 23-31..............Mission trip to Birmingham, Alabama 
 
August 10-14........................................Pierce County Fair 
 
Wednesday, August 17.........Sponsorship Banquet 6 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, August 31.Youth House Cook-out, 5-7 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, August 31.....................Parent Confirmation 
                                                 Orientation meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September  7...................Youth House Open  
                                         from 3-5 for High School Youth  
 
Wednesday, September  7...............Mission Trip Meeting 

at 5:30 p.m. in the dining hall 
 
Wednesday, September  14....High School  Youth Group 
                                                                 resumes at 5 p.m. 

 
 
 

FUNDRAISERS 
 
ALUMINUM 
CAN DRIVE 
Drop off your aluminum cans 
in the container in the South 
parking lot! Thank you 
everyone for all your cans... 
it has been GREAT! We will 

continue collecting all year round!  
 
 

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES  
Bring in your empty cartridges, we will recycle them for 
you! There is a box in the Youth Room. Thank you for 
remembering us when you need to recycle them! NO 
EPSON OR LASER 
 

 

YOUTH 
MISSION TRIP 

2012 
 

Buffalo/
Niagara Falls, 

New York 
June 30 -  

July 8, 2012 
Buffalo attracts visitors from around the world to Niagara 
Falls, one of the natural wonders of the world. Near these 
majestic falls, however, there are many families who 
struggle to make ends meet — especially during the bitter
-cold winters. It’ s not unusual for a family, unable to 
afford heat, to close off the upstairs and sleep huddled 
together on the main floor just to stay warm. It sounds 
like the struggles of a bygone era, but it happens every 
year. 
 

Buffalo is consistently ranked as the 2nd or 3rd poorest 
city in the country, with more than 40 percent of its 
children living in poverty. Our group can help give 
families like these a boost with painting and other much-
needed home repairs.  
 
 
 

MISSION TRIP MEETING 
Wednesday, September  7 at 5:30 pm in the Dining 
Hall: 8th grade now and older 
 
Our first meeting will be Wednesday, September 7 at 5:30 
pm in the dining hall. Come to get all the information and 
get all your questions answered. Sign up deadline for the 
trip will be Wednesday, September 28th with a $50 
registration fee due at that time. ALL meetings will be the 
first Wednesday of every month at 5:30 pm in the dining 
hall. Youth and adults going on the trip will need to be 
committed to attend these meetings and to be involved in 
fundraising. This is all part of being the “hands and feet”  
of Jesus. We have a lot of fun throughout the year 
preparing for our trip. These trips are truly life-changing. 
We make a lot of new friends plus grow spiritually - 
adults included. We will definitely make time to do some 
of the tourist stuff Niagara Falls has to offer - we are only 
20 minutes away. If you are interested in the trip and want 
to know more please come to the meeting. 
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Dear English Lutheran Church, 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
us celebrate our 60th wedding 
anniversary by your presence, 
cards, gifts, and phone calls. A 
special thank you and appreciation 
to our children and grandchildren 

who planned and hosted the event. All of you have 
blessed us with many more wonderful memories.  

Burton and Lila Larson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for the following service members:  
Suzanne Allen, Robert Hines, Shaun Brenner ,Drew 
Gilman, David Hall Jr., Lee Hanson, Pat Mongell,  
Amanda Arndt Kennedy, Peter Onan, Rick Puente,   
Bryan Vannet, and Joe Wekkin. 
 

Please contact the church office at 715-273-4617 with the 
names and addresses of any English Lutheran members 
or friends you know who are serving in the Armed 
Forces.  
 

" Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I  ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT 
SUPPORTED ALL OF US THROUGH 
FUNDRAISERS, DONATIONS, PRAYERS, ETC !!! 
Because of your generosity we were able to raise the 
money for our mission trip to Birmingham, Alabama. We 
really can not thank you enough!!! At times like these we 
realize that God is in control! He has always seen to it 
that we get the money raised! God is good all the time 
that is for SURE! 
 
On Sunday, September 18 we are planning on giving 
testimonies and telling you all about our trip and other 
youth activities during all three worship services. 
 
 

SPONSORS!  THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

An especially big thank you to all of you that sponsored a 
mission trip youth! You really were a blessing to a lot of 
these kids who otherwise may not have been able to do it 
on their own! We can not thank you enough!!! You are 
amazing! Be sure to come to the sponsorship banquet on 
Wednesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. so we can show you our 
appreciation! 
 

 
SPONSORSHIP BANQUET 
Wednesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. in the dining hall  
EVERYONE that sponsored a mission youth is invited, 
bring your families! We would love to show you our 
appreciation and share the amazing stories from our 
mission trip! Supper will be served at 6 p.m. followed by 
video, photos and stories shared by the youth. 
 
 
YOUTH HOUSE COOK OUT 
Wednesday, August 31 from 5-7 pm  
EVERYONE is invited. Adults are also welcome. This 
will be our kick-off for the fall opening. Hamburgers, hot 
dogs and all the goodies that go with it. BRING LOTS 
OF FRIENDS. ALL AGES WELCOME. 

 

YOUTH HOUSE HOURS  
Youth House will be open Wednesday, August 31, for a 
HUGE cook-out. Lots of burgers and hot dogs. Starting 
Wednesday, September 7 it will be open from 3-5 pm 
every Wednesday. Watch for hours in the next 
Crossbeams. 

High school youth 
group will resume 
on Wednesday, 
September  14, at 5 
p.m.  
 
Supper, music, 
games, Bible 
discussions that 
relate to teens. We 
have a relaxed time 
talking about things 

that you want to talk about! Bring friends! We have a 
LOT of fun! 
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August 2011 
By Craig M. Corbin, 
Executive Director 

Jean Krauss, Children’s 
Education Director 
Phone:  715-273-4251  
Email: 
october_home_fire@yahoo.com  
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Workshop Rotation 
Model (WoRM) 
Sunday School 
Volunteers Needed 
�
Volunteers are needed to replace two 
of the members of The Design Team 

to plan for the second year of our new Sunday School 
program. Planning meetings will be scheduled in late July 
and early August to prepare workshops for the months of 
September through December. Contact Jean at  715-273-
4251 or by email at October_home_fire@yahoo.com if 
you are interested in being a part of this important 
ministry for children. 
�

Luther  Point’s Summer Celebration: Sunday August 7:  
Mark your calendars now to join us for the annual Craft / Quilt 
Auction and Summer Celebration on Sunday August 7th.  We are 
looking for individuals to create and donate items such as artwork, 
wood-crafted items, quilts, other crafts, theme baskets and more for the 
Auction and Silent Auction. With questions, contact Marcel at 715-689
-2347 or Marcel@LutherPoint.org. 
 

Needs / Wish L ist:  We are still looking for good used vehicles, 
preferably Mini-vans or mid-size sedans.  We have some older 
vehicles that are showing their wear and tear.   
 

Come and Retreat with Us:  We have weekend openings for the 
Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and more. Per fect for  a 
weekend get away with family and fr iends. Are you looking to 
schedule a family reunion? Whatever the occasion, consider staying at 
Luther Point! Inquire with Liz@LutherPoint.org or call (715) 689-
2347.  
 

Choral Retreat: Calling all singers!!  On Saturday, September 17th, 
2011, Luther Point and Luther Park will be hosting a day-long choral 
retreat at Luther Park in Chetek, WI!  Dr. Elliot Wold, Retired UW-RF 
Choral Conductor, will lead the retreat choir in the conversation about 
Christ through song. Join other singers in mastering pieces of choral 
music while fellowshipping with one another in a setting that fosters 
relaxation and recreation. The retreat culminates with worship.  8am-
7pm.  Cost for the day is $40 ($20 deposit) and that includes 3 meals, 
music, and workshop.  Feel free to come Friday night, adding on $15 
for a 7pm arrival and lodging.  Check out Luther Point’s website for 
more information! To register or for more information: 715-689-2347; 
Email: info@lutherpoint.org; Website: www.lutherpoint.org 
 

Fall Retreats / Offered Jointly with Luther  Park: Check out our 
website LutherPoint.org and choose a retreat offering: 
Choral Retreat, September 17th at Luther Park, Chetek. 
Quilting Retreat, Sept. 22-25 at Luther Park, also Feb. 2-5, 2012 
Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking: Dec. 3 at Luther Point, Dec. 
10 at Luther Park 
Sr. High Weekend Camp, 9th-12th Grade, Sept. 30-Oct. 1 at Luther 
Point 
Middle School Weekend Camp, 6th-8th Grade, Oct. 14-15 at Luther 
Point 
 

Consider  Family Camp:  We still have openings for Family Camp.  
This year our guest resource pastor is Rev. Carl Heidel from Siren, 
Wisconsin.  Pastor Carl is serving Trinity Lutheran in rural Siren.  
Families come in all shapes and sizes these days.  Come as you are and 
spend some quality time with your family.  We will take care of the 
cooking and cleaning.  Your job is to relax, refresh, and retreat.  
 

Introducing “ Impact 365”  Year  Round M inistry Team:  “ Impact 
365”  is a team of young adults who are devoting their year to ministry 
at Luther Point and in your congregation. All the team members have 
previously worked on summer staff at Luther Point and are ready to 
bring that same energy and enthusiasm of the summer camp 
experience to everything they do.  The ministry of the team is about 
more than just promoting camp—it’s about being a resource for youth 
and family ministry.  Events are being scheduled now for the 2011-
2012 school year. We realize that camp doesn’ t have to happen at 
camp, and we want to be able to share the same relational and 
engaging ministry experiences of camp with you!   Events are on a 
contractual basis for a fee to support the Impact 365 team.  Contact 
Liz:  715-689-2347 or Liz@LutherPoint.org 
 

Sunday School 
will be collecting  
school supplies in 

September for  
Lutheran Wor ld 

Relief 
 
Supplies will be collected during the Sunday School 
Rally. August is the time to stock up on school 
supplies to take advantage of the sales. 
 
We are collecting the following supplies : 
·  Color Crayons  – 16 or 24 count  
 
·  70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 

approximately 8”  X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 
·  One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 

steel blades work well) 
·  Rulers with centimeters and inches  
·   Pencil sharpeners    
·  Colored Construction paper 
·  Pencils #2 unsharpened with erasers 
·  Erasers 2 1/2”  long 
·  Ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 
NOT NEEDED:   
•   Glue, Paste      
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This 365-day reading plan leads you from Genesis to Revelation in just 
a year. Though it doesn't include every chapter and verse, it offers a 
complete view of Scripture and does so without being overwhelming. 
By skipping past material that appears more than once, it gives you a 
streamlined look at the entire Bible. Take this tour of God's Word to 
discover its life-changing wisdom and power.  

Using the S.O.A.P Method for  
Bib le Reading 
S.O.A.P. stands for Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer. It’ s a 
great way to delve more deeply into your Bible reading, and record 
your thoughts, emotions and connections when studying scripture. 
S.O.A.P. is designed to be used with a journal along with your regular 
Bible reading, using the process as you read each day. It can also be an 
effective tool to help you connect with particular passages. 
Things You’ ll Need: 

·  Bible 
·  paper or journal 
·  pen 

Sc ripture 
First, have a reading plan. Read the scripture passage for that day, and 
then reread if necessary to understand. As you read, underline the 
words, phrases or verses that stand out or catch your attention. 

Observation 
Second, journal what strikes you about these words, phrases, and 
verses. How is God speaking to you through them? What insights or 
observation have you gained? 

Applic ation 
Third, apply the scripture and observation into your personal life. If we 
live out the Word of God in our lives, our lives will be transformed. 
How does this scripture apply to you and your situation? Write some 
action points on how you intend to apply this to your life. 

Prayer  
Finally, write a prayer based on your reading, observation and 
application. Ask God to help you live out what you have learned. 

English  
Lutheran 
Church 

365 Day  
Bible Reading 
Plan 

August 1 Luke 10:25-42 

August 2 Luke 11:1-13 

August 3 Luke 11:14-32 

August 4 Luke 11:33-54 

August 5 Luke 12:1-21 

August 6 Luke 12:22-48 

August7 Luke 12:49-59 

August 8 Luke 13:1-21 

August9 John 9:1-41 

August 10 John 10:1-18 

August 11 Luke 13:22-35 

August 12 Luke 14:1-14 

August 13 Luke 14:15-35 

August14 Luke 15:1-10 

August15 Luke 15:11-32 

August16 Luke 16:1-18 

August 17 Luke 16:19-31 

August 18 John 11:1-36 

August 19 John 11:37-57 

August 20 Luke 17:1-19 

August21 Luke 17:20-37 

August22 Luke 18:1-14 

August 23 Mark 10:1-16 

August 24 Mark 10:17-31 

August 25 Matthew 20:1-19 

August 26 Mark 10:35-52 

August 27 Luke 19:1-27 

August 28 John 12:1-11 

August 29 Matthew 21:1-17 

August 30 John 12:20-36 

August 31 John 12:37-50 

Cut out the scr iptures and use as a 
bookmark in your  bible to keep track of 
your  reading plan! 
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General Fund INCOME  
English Lutheran Church 2011 

 

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Income 
Amount 

Total    
Income to 

Date 

Projected 
Income       
to Date 

Ahead or 
Behind 

Projected 
Income to 

Date 

Jan. $ 25,105    $   25,105 $ 28,492 $ (3,387) 

Feb. $ 21,483 $   46,588 $ 56,984 $ (10,397) 

Mar. $ 23,297    $   69,885  $ 85,477 $ (15,592) 

April $ 31,749    $ 101,634 $113,969 $ (12,335) 

May $ 25,015    $ 126,649 $142,461 $ (15,812) 

June $ 21,896    $ 148,545 $170,953 $ (22,408) 

July $    $ $199,446 $ 

Aug. $     $ $227,938 $ 

Sept. $     $ $256,430 $ 

Oct. $     $ $284,922 $ 

Nov. $     $ $313,415 $ 

Dec. $      $ $341,907 $ 
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Comparative:  Actual Income to Expenses: 
Year to date income (June):  $ 148,545  
Year to date expenses (June):  $ 155,720  
Surplus/(Shortfall) 2011:  $  ( 7,175) 
Current Deficit Amount:  $ (31,245) 

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Expenses 

Total  
Expenses to 

Date 

Budget 
Expenses to 

Date 

Over/
(Under) 
Budget  

Expenses to 
Date 

Jan. $ 26,022  $  26,022 $ 27,516 $ (  1,494) 

Feb. $ 26,901 $  52,923 $ 55,032 $ (  2,109) 

Mar. $ 26,593    $  79,517 $ 82,548 $ (  3,031) 

April $ 27,059 $106,575   $110,064 $ (  3,489) 

May $ 26,163  $132,738 $137,580 $   (4,839) 

June $ 22,982   $155,720 $165,096 $   (9,376) 

July $    $ $192,612 $ 

Aug. $     $ $220,128 $ 

Sept. $     $ $247,644 $ 

Oct. $     $ $275,160 $ 

Nov. $     $ $302,676 $ 

Dec. $      $ $330,186 $ 

General Fund EXPENSES 
English Lutheran Church 2011 

Gifts of Love 
Weekly offerings received for the mission and ministry of 
English Lutheran Church through the General Fund and 
for mortgage payments through the Building Fund. 

 
                     
Mor tgage Status: Monthly Mortgage payment will now 
be $1,564 verses $1,780 due to refinancing our mortgage. 
Principal balance as of  June 30, 2011 was $209,380.53.†   

Date         General Fund      Building Fund 

June 1 —  6 $  9,116.50 $   559.00 

June 7 — 13 $  3,636.00 $   350.00 

June 14 — 20 $  5,156.66 $   335.00 

June 21 — 30 $  3,987.00 $   112.00 

Totals $21,896.16 $ 1,356.00 

Date  8:30 10:00 Totals 

June 5   85 102 187 

June 12   42 116 158 

June 19   55  67 122 

June 26   56  68 124 

Totals 238 353   591 

Average 
Attendance 

60 88 148 
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WEEK ONE: 
          
Monday, August 1 
Church Office Closed  
  
Tuesday, August 2 
Church Office Closed 
5:30 pm   Prayer Team 
7:00 pm Confirmation Planning Mtg 
7:30 pm   Al-Anon 
  
Thursday, August 4 
6:30 pm  Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
Pastor John/China Team return 
 
WEEK TWO: 
 
Sunday, August 7 Pentecost 8 
Fair Stand Workers Tickets Available 
between services  
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
10:00 am   Contemporary Worship  
5:30 pm  Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, August 8 
6:00 pm Fair stand cleaning & Prep for  
 Fair 
7:00 pm Fair Stand Day Chairperson 
 Meeting at Fairstand 
 
Tuesday, August 9   
Pastor Peterson’s Wedding Anniversary                    
5:30 pm  Prayer Team 
7:30 pm  Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, August 10 
Pierce County Fair 
 
Thursday,  August 11 
Pierce County Fair 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
Fr iday, August 12 
Pierce County Fair 
 
Saturday, August 13 
Pierce County Fair 
 
WEEK THREE: 
 
Sunday, August 14 Pentecost 9 
Pierce County Fair 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
10:00 am  Contemporary Worship  
5:30 pm          Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, August 15 
8:00 pm Fair Stand Cleanup 
7:00 pm Personnel Meeting 
 

Tuesday, August 16 
5:30 pm   Prayer Team/Prayer Shawls 
6:30 pm Congregational Council Mtg 
7:30 pm   Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, August 17 
4:00 pm   Cross Beams Deadline 
6:00 pm Youth Sponsorship Banquet 
 
Thursday, August 18 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
Saturday, August 20 
8: 15 am  Habitat for Humanity 
 
WEEK FOUR: 
 
Sunday, August 21 Pentecost 10 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:30 -10:15 am  Parish Nurse 
10:00 am   Contemporary Worship  
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery 
 
Monday, August 22 
9 am  Print Cross Beams 
 
Tuesday, August 23 
9:00 am   Assemble Cross Beams 
5:30 pm   Prayer Team 
7:30 pm   Al-Anon 
 
Thursday, August 25 
6:30 pm Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
 
Sunday, August 28 Pentecost 11 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
10:00 am  Contemporary Worship  
5:30 pm          Celebrate Recovery 
 
Wednesday, August 31 
5 - 7 pm  Youth House Cook Out 
7:00 pm Parent Confirmation Orientation 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
September  7  
Youth House hours  resume 
 
September  11 
Rally Day/Fall Schedule resumes, Sunday 
School Begins 
 
September  14  
High School Youth Group resumes 
 
September  18 
Youth Sunday 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

How many animals did God tell 
Noah to br ing into the ark?  
 
A. Two of each kind  
B. Seven pairs of clean animals and 
one pair each of unclean animals  
C. Both A and B  
D. None of the above  
 
Answer: C (See Genesis 6:19-20 and 
7:2-3.)  

Who was 
Bartholomew?  

 
On August 24, the 
church 
commemorates St. 
Bartholomew, 
who is listed 
among the 
disciples. Because 
he is never named 
in the book of 
John — while a 
follower named 
Nathanael is 

mentioned only there — many scholars 
believe Bartholomew and Nathanael were 
the same man. Further, Bartholomew’s 
name is next to Philip’s in Matthew, Luke 
and Mark, while in John, Philip 
introduces Nathanael to Jesus (who says, 
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!”  [John 1:47, NRSV]).  
 
Besides the Bible, Eusebius, the father of 
church history, is first to mention 
Bartholomew. Eusebius reports that 
Bartholomew gave a Hebrew translation 
of Matthew’s gospel to Christian converts 
in India. Bartholomew also preached in 
Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt and Armenia, 
where he was killed. Tradition holds that 
Bartholomew was either beheaded or 
flayed alive and then crucified upside-
down.  


