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;é: English Lutheran Church :§: Advent Begins
3% 229 West Main Street ke

3 Ellsworth, Wisconsin 3% November 27
x Phone: 715-273-4617 ® Get out the Advent

ol Fax : 715-273-5974 ) wreath and the candles! Get
3k Church website: 3k out the Bible and alist of

e http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org 3k ) prophecies or an Advent

%Eé Find us on Facebook! éfé | devotional! Get out the

s ) ‘ Advent calendar! Add a

b3 ] B N7 special ritual to your home
* English Lutheran Church Staff * | | & every evening or once a

w 0 —@% = Week to help you reflect on
ol o) - Jesus' coming, and to think
3¢ Senior Pastor Bradley Lindberg 3 A]D)V]EN']F about the real meaning of the
“¢ bradlindberg@englishlutheranchurch.org * season.

o) , _ o) The Sunday after Thanksgiving is the beginning

s Associate Pastor Dawn Lindberg s | of Advent, and the time to start those family devotions
* dawnlindberg@englishlutheranchurch.org 3¢ | that prepare us for Christmas. There areots of resources
% Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant % | onlineif you just search "Advent resources”. 1

s judinielsen@englishlutheranchurch.org 3k

;EZ Vacancy, Communications Secretary ;Ez

b 3K

3¢ Deanna Traynor, Youth Director 3

%Eé traynor4@redwing.net ésé SU n d ay;

7% Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director o) December 4

[ october_home_fire@yahoo.com [ an d 11

*¢ Lisa Griffin, Organist, Pianist, x* After all three worship

s Spiritual Nature Director, Hosanna Choir Director, K " services

3¢ lisa_anne61@hotmail.com 3 The Mission Trip Y outh will be
dle _}K .

sz Joyce Karlstad, Parish Nurse 715-273-4539 sk gl] I I'rs]tg Craftt)Zk and P_fked goods. L et them do your

sk sk ristmas baking!

s« Lutheran Social Services A

3¢ Counselor, 715-386-3581 E3

¥ ES |

>¢ Julie Baggenstoss, Custodian EN /f

Al ‘)’:é . - ]

555 Mark Moldenhauer, Groundskeeper 9? ?‘#/ _ ChrlStma,s Concert
X | T for Caring Hearts
S S | 1m0 ;

S S December 4
0 o) 1-3p.m.

2, Congregational Council: o P

75; Kip Gore, President ;E_

s¢  Dale Bohnert, Vice President & Evangelism 3% Ellsworth Senior High School Cafetorium
Sk Purpose Champion E3

f;: Sg:fl\%’l ;{gr' Tsrzgs eUtI:r;/ :;: Join the community for the Third Annual Christmas

3% Sean DuRen Fellowship Purpose Champion s« | Concert featuring local talent to help raise funds for the
** " Trina Groen, Discipleship Purpose Champion “¢ | Pierce County Food Shelf and the Pierce County Gift Box
. Kristen Cain, Worship Purpose Champion o) Program that t_)lassm local families with gifts and food

s« Peter Bisila, Service & Ministry Purpose s | during the holidays.

3K Champion sk

7N 7N
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NFROM THE
SS PASTOR

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
themin her heart. ~Luke 2:19 (NRSV)

| have met very few people who thoroughly enjoy
waiting. For some it feels like a complete waste of time.
For others waiting produces anxiety as anticipation of what
is to come grows. For some waiting is demeaning because
they deserve immediate attention. Waiting can certainly
teach patience, heighten excitement, or even bring a
promise of relief, but that doesn’t mean we like it.

Waiting certainly is not high on the priority list
around our house. By the look on her face on Halloween
night, the waiting around for trick-or-treaters appeared to
be pure torture for Pastor Dawn. We have athree year old
aswell and as many of you know waiting is quite possibly
physically impossible. | put up agood front in the face of
waiting, but truth be told I'm not all so good at it either.
(Do | REALLY have to wait until the end of April to meet
my new favorite baby?)

Our life of faith has away of calling usto wait.

"But those who wait upon God get fresh strength. They
spread their wings and soar like eagles, They run and
don't get tired, they walk and don't lag behind. ~Isaiah
40:31 (The Message)

“On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: "Do not |eave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about. ~Acts 1:4 (NIV)

""Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day
or the hour.” ~Matthew 25:13 (NIV)

"But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patiently. ~Romans 8:25 (NIV)

About the time you receive this newd etter there will
be radio stations playing Christmas music 24/7. Then you'll
arrive at worship on Sunday morning and you' |l be told to
wait. Wait for the return/coming of Christ. Wait to sing
Christmas carols. We begin the month celebrating a season
we call Advent, which comes from the Latin adventus that
means “coming.” So we wait, wait for December 25, when
we begin to celebrate 12 days of Christmas.

We wait, not because we want to but because we
have to. However, note that in the Bible waiting isnot a
passive thing but an active time of preparation. We wait by
preparing our hearts through prayer, devotions, and
worship. We wait by serving our neighbors in need. We
wait ... perhaps the old saying redly is true that “ Good
things come to those who wait,” after all we are waiting for
the coming of Emmanuel, God with us. | think perhaps

that’ s worth waiting for. , ‘

Blessings,

Decorate the Church
with Flowers for Christmas

I Members and friends of English Lutheran Church
can help adorn the sanctuary for Christmas by ordering a

' 6" red poinsettia. The cost is $13.00 payable to Reuvers

I Nursery. Plants can be taken home after worship on

I December 25. Please leave your order and payment at the

I church office or in the offering plate by Sunday, December

111.

| Name:
|

Phone:

I This poinsettia is given (please choose one):
|
| In memory of:

In honor of:

Due to the holiday season, the
January issue of Cross Beams will be
printed Wednesday, December 28,
and assembled Thursday, December
29. Please submit your January
Cross Beams articles to the church
office no later than Wednesday,
December 14! The church office will
be closed, Monday, December 26,
and Tuesday, December 27, for the holiday. Thank you in
advance for your consideration in making the office run
smoother. Y our respect of the deadlines are greatly
appreciated. The church office staff wishesyou al ajoyful
and blessed holiday season. t
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A Christmas Message from Bishop Duane Pederson

Most of uswill bein worship on Christmas Eve. We
will listen to Luke 2, the nativity account beloved by
most, and we will envision a manger scene with animals
and angels and three gift-bearing kings. Our tradition
creates a glow around this scene — star light illuminating
the baby Jesus surrounded by the adoration of various
playersin aholy drama.

Our tradition has made it somewhat crowded around the
manger. Our tradition tends to favor a cattle feeder in a
wooden shed, not the possibility of a cave commonly
used as animal pens. Never mind that the angels left after
announcing the birth; never mind that no animals are
mentioned in the story; never mind that gift-bearing men
are not identified as three
or kings or that they
wouldn’t make an
appearance until much,
much later. Yet, we
crowd all of these details
and charactersinto a
sentimental image we
hold about the birth of
Jesus.

Confession: | am not that
sentimental. | am
perfectly content to
remove the animals and
angels and three kings,
and al the other unattested, pietistic additions to the scene
of the manger, so that there can be roomfor you and me!

You seg, it's very comforting to crowd this Christmas
scene with all kinds of pretty images that make us feel
good. But the danger is that we fill that scene so full that
we don't really have to get ourselves into the picture. |
want you to get in there!

The traditional image might be cherished and lovely, but
the sentimental image is not necessarily what we need,
even though it may be what we like. The child is what we
need, and it may be that many of us who celebrate the
birth of Jesus need to unclutter our picture of the manger
abit, so that the Christ who came to save us can actually
get close to us; close enough to allow the newborn Jesus
to unsettle our lives.

For Jesus has a habit of embracing the lost, the least, and
thelast, and calls usto do the same.

For Jesus completely claims us as his own, and invites
faith and commitment completely in him.

For Jesusreveals God's
grace in his self-giving, and
bids us to share this same
unmerited love with al, even
the most undesirable or
difficult to love.

Thereis no guarantee that
this child is going to bring
you the warm fuzzies many
of uslook for when we hear
the Christmas story, light the
candles, and sing of asilent
night. But this child will
bring you a sense of God's
nearness, a promise of love that will never end, and
meaning for your life that sustains through thick and thin.
Note that the story itself doesn’'t do that. The child does.
A story crowded with pietistic, sentimental notions will
not do this. The Christ who calls you unto himself does.

Merry Uncrowded Christmas!

good joke?

While They Were Sleeping
It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were
“keeping watch over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Wasit chilly? Were they tired? When angels
appeared with news of a Savior, had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a

How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordinary night became the turning point of
human history. How remarkable that God chose to set his great rescue plan in motion when only a
young couple was paying attention and only a few shepherds were awake.

God' s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if he' sthere or if he cares. The Christmas story tells us that God
works out breathtaking plans for our livesin the dark, often while we're sleeping or going about our ordinary routines.

Page 4
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Join us Saturday,
December 10
10 am - 12 noon
to Bake some

Bars!
...And become an honorary
member of the Church
Basement Ladies (and Men) Club! What do | need to do?
Be at the church at 10 AM. What!! That’'sit??
If you can’t make it, donate boxes of chocolate or
yellow cake mix or empty ice cream buckets.
Have a TON of fun! We'll even let you lick the
spoon!
If you are interested in hanging out for a morning of
fellowship and you love to bake, please sign up in the
Gathering Area, call Mdlissaat 715-941-4059 (home) or
320-291-8156 (cell) or email
melissa.bisila@concordusa.com

WEe'll rock the culinary world using the secrets of baking
bars and cookies with cake mixes! Don’'t miss out on the
fun!

Thisisafamily friendly event. All areinvited to join us.
Daycare will not be provided.

End of Year Deadline on
Charitable Contributions!

Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark) checks
on or by December 31, 2011, in order to claim a
charitable contribution deduction for 2011. Checks that
are placed in the church offering on the first Sunday in
2012 will not qualify for a charitable contribution
deduction in 2011, even if the check is predated to 2011
or was actually written in 2011.

efrienders are trained
in actively listening,
respecting, and
empathizing with others
who may be experiencing
acrisisor difficulty.
Thereisno cost for
requesting and meeting
with a Befriender. If you are interested in having a
Befriender to talk with, please contact Lisa Mueller at
715-273-1491.1

FANTARY ]

so\|HH 2011 Annual
S Report
N !‘-"'%é r Planning

sy Begins Now

by Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant

All committee chairpersons and ministry team
leaders are encouraged to begin thinking about their
Annual Reports. Thisisyour chance to acquaint
English Lutheran Church members and friends with the
work of your group, provide an accurate record of your
2011 accomplishments, and express goals for the
coming year. Please submit your written report to the
church office no later than Friday, December 30.
Thank you for honoring this deadline! t

ﬂDl'

|
o0 .
€

January
29

s The Annua
: ﬂnn“al M eeting of the
Meel-ln g congregation will

be held on Sunday,
January 29, at

10:15am.

Budget Review Meetings will be held on Sunday,
January 22, at 9:00 and 10:15 am. in the Fireside
Room. The purpose of this meeting is to present details
of the 2012 proposed General Fund budget. Voting on
the budget will take place at the Annual Meeting.t

Confirmation

Calendar
Confirmation at English Lutheran
Church includes learnersin 71", 8™,
and 9" grade. Guests are welcome
but children must be registered to
participate long-term.

December 7 Workshop 7-8:30 pm
December 14 Small Group Fellowship 7-8:30 pm
December 21 Christmas Break

December 28 New Year’'s Break

January 4 Workshop 7-8:30 pm
January 11 Small Group Service Activity
January 18 Workshop 9 7-8:30 pm
January 25 Guide Huddle

February 1 Workshop 10 7-8:30 pm
February 8 Small Group Service Activity
February 15 Workshop 11 7-8:30 pm

February 22 - March 28 Lenten Worship

Cross Beams - December 2011
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Prayer Pray for the Sick
Shawl and Share a
Ministry Prayer Shawl!

Do you like to knit or
crochet? Would you like to
bless someone who is hurting?
Come and join us on the third
Tuesday each month at 5:30 pm
to make prayer shawls. Our next
gathering is on Tuesday,
December 20. We currently
have yarn if you can bring needles.

We meet in the Fireside Room to relax and chat
while we knit/crochet, and then spend some timein
prayer for those whose needs are brought to our attention.

Shawls are blessed in prayer and are available by
the church office to be given to those who need God's
healing and encouraging presence. t

Prayer Team

Can you commit an hour aweek to

prayer? If so, please join the prayer team

the 1% and 3 Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in the

Fireside Room. Itisatimefor fellowship

and atimeto pray for the many people on your prayer list
and to give thanks to God for the many blessingsin our
lives. All are welcome and the team encourages not only
attendees of English Lutheran but also all community
members. Join usfor our next meeting on Tuesday,
December 6, at 5:30 pm.

See the Parish Nurse and Health Ministries Team for
Blood Pressure and Heart Rate Checks and other helpful
healthy information on Sunday, December 18, 9:00-
10:30 a.m. downstairsin the front entrance.

We have a health ministry team whose purpose isto
assist in establishing priorities, coordinate with
committees already in existence, (for example,
Befrienders) and to eval uate the effectiveness of services
rendered. We would like to add some new members to
our committee. If you areinterested in joining us, please
contact Joyce Karlstad at 715-273-4539 or the church
office at 715-273-4617. Y ou do not need to be a health
professional.

Sundays at
5:30 p.m.

Dinner, Worship, and
Group Discussion

What is it?

The purpose of English
Lutheran’s Celebrate Recovery Ministry isto fellowship
and celebrate God' s healing power in our lives through
the 12 steps and 8 Recovery Principles. This experience
allows us to be changed. We open the door by sharing our
experiences, strengths, and hopes with one another. In
addition, we become willing to accept God's gracein
solving our life problems.

By working and applying these biblical principles, we
begin to grow spiritually. We become free from our
addictive, compulsive, and dysfunctional behaviors. This
freedom creates peace, serenity, joy, and most
importantly, astronger personal relationship with God
and others. Aswe progress through the program, we
discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power
- Jesus Christ. Please contact Billy Penn at 715-441-6053
for further information.

Al-Anon continues to meet
in the Upper Annex
classrooms here at English
Lutheran Church. The
Al-Anon Family Groups are
afellowship of relatives and
friends of acoholics who
sharetheir experience,
strength and hope in order
to solve their common
problems. We believe
alcoholismisafamily
illness and that changed
attitudes can aid recovery.
The Al-Anon program is
based on the Twelve Steps
(adapted from Alcohalics
Anonymous) which wetry,
little by little, one day at atime, to apply to our lives
along with our slogans and the Serenity Prayer. The
loving interchange of help between members and daily
reading of Al-Anon literature makes us ready to receive
the priceless gift of serenity. Al-Anon’s one purpose isto
help families of acoholics.
Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm. For more
information, please call Elaine at 715-273-3569.%

Page 6
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Pierce County Food Shelf
Needs for December!

here are bins at both entrances to the church to
donate items to the Pierce County Food Shelf. Some
suggestions for this month are instant potatoes, stuffing,
gravy, canned vegetables and fruits. If you would like to
make a monetary donation to the Pierce County Food
Shelf, please make it payable to Pierce County Food Shelf
and drop it off in the church office or at the Food Shelf.
Every $1 donated
purchases $10
worth of food! T

Silent
Auction Supporting
Global Missions of
ELCA

POSTPONED

December is abusy time of the

year where we focus on all kinds of giving. Because of
the many opportunities within the congregation, the
Community Missions Team has decided to postpone the
Silent Auction to raise support for our missionaries until
early in the new year. Please continue to think about
(look for? buy? make? prepare?) things that you could
offer for the Silent Auction. Remember, it doesn't need to
be physical items -- it can be services or events or other
intangibles that someone would appreciate. How about
asking the Giver of all good giftsfor inspiration? Please
watch for announcements about the Silent Auction in the
new year.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Volunteer Opportunity!

Please consider volunteering to
ring bellsfor Salvation Army at
Hinck’ s Economart Saturday,
December 10th. The shifts are two
hours and begin at 9 am and end at
7 pm.

For more information and to sign
up to volunteer, please call Dixie at
715-273-3489.1

December Calendar
Wednesday, December 7
9:00am.  Quilting

Wednesday, December 14
9:00am. Bible Study
2:30 p.m.  Nursing Home Worship — Hannah circle

December Helpers:

Altar Guild: Kris Eaton, Sue Myers, Jeanette Wright,
Cindy Reuvers
Deaconess. RitaHove

December 14

at 9 AM
The study will be led by Pastor
Dawn. Please bring some
Christmas goodies to share with
the group and then afew extrato
pack up plates for our shut-ins.
Session 4 of our study of Mark is
entitled “Take Heart”. In the
Bible, it seems that angels-
messengers of God-are
frequently telling us not to be afraid. What do they know
that we don’'t? Theme verseisMark 6:38. Pleasejoin us
for an interesting study.

Please pray for the

following service members:

Suzanne Allen, Raobert

Hines, Shaun

Brenner ,Drew Gilman,

David Hall Jr., Lee Hanson,
Pat Mongell, Amanda Arndt Kennedy, Peter Onan, Rick
Puente, Bryan Vannet and Joe Wekkin.

Please contact the church office at 715-273-4617 with the
names and addresses of any English Lutheran members or
friends you know who are serving in the Armed Forces.

"Lord, hold our troopsin your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Blessthem and their familiesfor the selfless
actsthey perform for usin our time of need. | ask thisin the
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.”

Cross Beams - December 2011
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Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director
Phone: 715-273-4251
Email: october_home_fire@yahoo.com

WoRM Sunday School Schedule

for December 2011
Rotation 3 (Abraham and Sarah Expecting a Baby -
Patience) began on Sunday, November 6 ,and completed
on November 20, with a break on November 27 for the
Thanksgiving holiday. On Sundays, December 4-18, all
children Pre-School through 5th Grade will practice for
the Sunday School Christmas program which will be
presented on Sunday, December 18, during the regular
10:45 Worship Service. Thisis a change from past years,
and will include older youth as well as adults and the
Hosanna choir. Plan to attend and show your support for
the children and others who will present “ Bethlehem has
Taent”, acontemporary and humorous presentation of
the Nativity story, written by Pastor Brad Lindberg, music
accompanied by Lisa Griffin and Dan Kayhart.

_atllh,

Christmas Break
Sunday School will NOT meet
on December 25 or January 1,
but will resume on Sunday,
January 8.

Preview of New Stories

Coming in 2012

WOoRM Sunday School will be presenting 5 more
Rotations (a set of 3-4 Sundays covering one story from
the Old or New Testament of the Bible), starting in
January 2012 with The Poor Widow’s Story -
Stewardship, which will run through January 29. A
variety of Workshops are being planned for this and
upcoming Rotations, including computers, crafts, dramas,
games, movies, and music. Plan to join us after the
Christmas break on Sunday, January 8 as we resume
WOoRM at the regular time of 9:15.

Dear Families of Sunday School
Children,

Our upcoming schedul e includes the following:
There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL over
Thanksgiving weekend, NOVEM BER 27"

December 4 and 11 will be Christmas Program practice
with the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 18,
at 10:45am.

November 6 through November 20, we will work on the
story of Abraham and Sarah, focusing on

Patience. God's covenant with Abraham was that he
would have many descendants. Abraham waited many
years for thisto come true; he was 100 years old when his
son, Isaac, was born and Sarah was 90 years old when she
gave birth to Isaac. They both laughed when they learned
they would have a baby at such an old age. God kept His
promise. Thisstory can befoundin Genesis17:1-8 &
15-22, and al of chapter 18.

The workshops in the Abraham and Sarah Rotation are:

Music- children will play our Boomwhacker
instruments to the song Father Abraham.

Grandparents' Reading Room- Children will be
paired with a Grandparent to read the Abraham &
Sarah story directly from the Bible and make a
bookmark.

Craft: Sand Art; Children will color sand and put it
in a bottle. The sand represents the many
descendants God promised Abraham & Sarah.

Memory Verse: “1 will surely bless you and make your
descendants as numerous as the starsin the sky and as
the sand on the seashore.” Genesis 22:17a

Reminder: Please cometo pick your children up from
their Sunday School rooms.

Please |et us know if you have any questions about our
Sunday School program! We'd love to hear from you!
There are many opportunities to be involved, so please
stay tuned or ask our Children’s Education Director,
Jean Krauss (october_home_fire@yahoo.com or
715-273-4251.)

Page 8
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Home Care Guidance for Influenza-Like lllness

Follow these Home Care Recommendations:
Keep away from others as much as possible. Thisisto keep from making others sick.
Stay home for at least 21 hours after your fever (>100) is gone except to get medical care or other necessities.
(Y our fever should be gone without the use of fever-reducing medicine.)
Drink plenty of clear fluids (such as water, broth, sports drinks, electrolyte beverages for infants) to keep from being

dehydrated.

Wash dishes with hot soapy water or use a dishwasher.
Wash your hands after touching used tissues. Throw away tissues and other disposable items used by the sick person

in the trash.

Have everyone in the household (including visitors) wash their hands often with soap and water, especialy after
coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are al so effective.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

Seek Emergency Care

If you experience any of the following:

Fast/troubled breathing or shortness of breath
Pain or pressure in the chest or abdomen

Sudden dizziness
Confusion
Severe or persistent vomiting

Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with a fever or worse cough

Symptoms: Cold Flu

Fever Rare Characteristic, high (102-104 F); lasts
3-4 days

Headache Rare Prominent

General Aches, Pains Slight Usual; often severe

Fatigue, Weakness Quite Mild Can last up to 2-3 weeks

Extreme Exhaustion Never Early and prominent

Stuffy Nose Common Sometimes

Sneezing Usual Sometimes

Sore Throat Common Sometimes

Chest Discomfort, Cough

Mild to Moderate; hacking cough

Common; can become severe

Complications:

Sinus congestion or earache

Bronchitis, pneumonia; can be life-
threatening

Prevention: None Annual vaccination; antiviral
medicines - see your doctor
Treatment: Only temporary relief of symptoms Antiviral medicines - see your doctor

Cross Beams - December 2011
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Deanna Traynor, Y outh Director
traynor4@redwing.net

Wednesday, November 30
Y outh House open from 3-5 for High School Y outh
High School Y outh Group from 5-7 pm

Thursday, December 1
Y outh House open from 3-5 for Middle School Y outh

Sunday, December 4
Cinnamon Rolls after al worship services
Bake/Craft sale after al three worship services

Tuesday, December 6
L eadership team meeting at 5 pm

Wednesday, December 7
Y outh House open from 3-5 for High School Y outh
Mission Trip meeting at 5:30 pmin the dining hall

Thursday, December 8
Y outh House open from 3-5 for Middle School Y outh

December 9-11
Grocery packing at Econo Foods in Red Wing MN

Sunday, December 11
Bake/Craft Sale after all three worship services

Wednesday, December 14
Y outh House open from 3-5 for High School Y outh
High School Y outh Group from 5-7 pm

Thursday, December 15
Y outh House open from 3-5 for Middle school Y outh

Wednesday, December 21
Y outh House open from 3-5 for High School Y outh
Christmas Party for High School Y outh Group 5 pm

Thursday, December 22
Y outh House open from 3-5 for Middle School Y outh

December 28-29

Y outh House CLOSED

December 30-31

Grocery packing at Econo Foodsin Red Wing

Saturday, January 7
Recharge

Saturday, January 14
Leadership Training Day 10 am - 4 pm

ALUMINUM CAN
DRIVE

Drop off your aluminum cansin
the container in the South parking
lot! Thank you everyone for all
your cans... it has been GREAT!
We will continue collecting all
year round!

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES

Bring in your empty cartridges and we will recycle them
for you! Thereisabox in the Y outh Room. Thank you for
remembering us when you need to recycle them! NO
EPSON OR LASER

YOUTH MISSION
TRIP 2012
Buffalo/Niagara
Falls, NY
June 30-July 8,
2012

Buffalo attracts visitors from
A around the world to Niagara
- Falls, one of the natural

wonders of the world. Near
these majestic falls, however, there are many families
who struggle to make ends meet — especially during the
bitter-cold winters. It’s not unusual for afamily, unable to
afford heat, to close off the upstairs and sleep huddled
together on the main floor just to stay warm. It sounds
like the struggles of a bygone era, but it happens every
year. Buffalo is consistently ranked as the 2nd or 3rd
poorest city in the country, with more than 40% of its
children living in poverty. Our group can help give
families like these a boost with painting and other much-
needed home repairs.

CINNAMON ROLLS

First Sunday of every month

We will be serving cinnamon rolls after al three worship
services. They are delicious! Stop and chat with the
servers and learn more about our Mission Trip!

GROCERY PACKING

December 9 - 11and December 30 - 31

Econo Foodsin Red Wing Minnesota, at Tyler Road
The Mission Trip Y outh will be packing groceries for
donations to raise money for their Mission Trip. Come
see us!

Page 10
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CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE

Sunday, December 4, and Sunday, December 11
We will be selling homemade baked goods and crafts
from 9 am. to 12 noon after al three worship services.
We will set up in the front entry way. Let us do your
Christmas baking for you!

MISSION TRIP MEETING

Wednesday, December 7 at 5:30 pm

in the Dining Hall

Parents are encouraged to attend! Music, devotion, and a
game. The only way you stay informed is by attending the
meetings! Fundraising information!

YOUTH HOUSE HOURS

Wednesdays 3-5 pm for High School Y outh

Thursdays 3-5 pm for Middle School Y outh

House will be CLOSED during Christmas Vacation!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Every Wednesday (except the 1st Wednesday of month)
from 5 - 7 pm. Supper, music, games, Bible discussions
that relate to teens. We have arelaxed time talking about
things that you want to talk about!!! BRING FRIENDS!

HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP
CHRISTMAS

PARTY

Wednesday, December 21

at 5pm intheYouth

House

ALL High School Youth are
invited! Great food and fun! Bring a“White Elephant”
gift to exchange! Friends are more than welcome!

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
Tuesday, December 6, at 5 p.m. in the Y outh House

NEEDED! LARGE DOG KENNEL
OR CRATE

If anyone has alarge dog kennel or crate of some kind
that isin good shape and would like to get rid of it, please
let Deanna know at traynord@redwing.net or 715-821-
5357. We need a new one for our cans at the south end of
the parking lot. The one we are using is not in very good
condition. A tall one with adoor we could padlock would
be ideal so no one el se can help themselves to our cans.
Thanks!

YOUTH HOUSE NEEDS

FOOD: Wednesday nights (except the first Wednesday)
we serve supper at 5 pm to the High School Y outh Group.
Presently, we average around 20-25 students. If anyoneis
willing to donate supper or desserts for some hungry
teens, PLEASE contact Deanna at 715-821-5357! You
could even donate the ingredients and the kids would be
glad to cook it themselves.

POP: Favorite flavors are: M ountain Dew, Dr. Pepper,
Pepsi, Coke, Cherry Coke, Strawberry, Grape. They
drink off-brands of these flavors - at a quarter a can, they
do not mind!

Healing: Healing: Paul
Krauss, Jo Hatcher, Vera
Mattson, Jordan
Bloomstrand, Landyn
Gaard, Eileen Gulbranson,
Ron Nyeggen, Debbie
Kannel-Howard, Mackenzie
Marks, Kim Morth, Sue
Beard, Raymond Beavens,
Cohen Cudd, Carol Bennett,
Jenny Bernier, Larry & Rita
Butler, Tony DeSantis, Judy Hince, Eric Hove, Ronald
Hove, Jeanine, Heather Johnson, Jolene Johnston, Will
Mezger, Ann Mueller, Dennis Olson, Rich Palicka,
Carter Sorenson, Amanda Swanson, Troy Viegut, Dylan
Ward, Nikki Weir, Ann Wells, Marvel Allen, Jeri Lee-
Beaty, Todd Chowan, Shelly Cinali, Mary Cottrell,
Father Tom Donaldson, Gary Ehle, Jenny Klemm, Jenny,
Josie, Irene Krause, Jeff Lawrence, Verna Lifto, Monica
McDonad, Roger Smith, Bill Van, Monie Van, Scott
Wagner, Josh Willoughby, Gary Williams.,

Long-Term Prayers. Gwen Swanson, Jim Gebhard,
Margaret Hofmeister, Rollie Krauss, Kathryn Chambers,
Joyce Christensen, Sherry Y ork, Evelyn Swanson,
Shirley Raechke, Bettie Hinz, Ann Mueller, Charlotte
Krause, Wendy Wegerer, Dean Klemm, Margie and Bob
Braff, Arlene Denzer, Sandy Johnson, Jim Kenall, Lia
King, Mary Ann Putzeier.

Pray for those who grievetheloss of loved ones:

Mike and Verna Lifto and family in death of
daughter-in-law, Victoria Crowe.

Carolyn Hanvelt family in death of significant other.

Mark and Teresa Strom family in the death of his
brother, David Strom.

Paul, Elizabeth and K atherine Huber in the death of
father and grandfather, Donald Huber.
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The Bencke Family in Japan
Volume 34, November 15, 2011

On September 11 we held a candlelight
worship service at Suid ch for the
International Worship Service, where we
remembered the 10-year anniversary of

the attacks in the U.S. as well asthe 6-
month anniversary of the earthquake and

tsunami here in Japan. We took this - We give thanks to God for
opportunity to pray for peacein the His promiseto be always
countries our congregants represented that at our side.

night, including Indonesia, the U.S,, . We give thanks for friends

China, Japan, and Tanzania.

and neighbors who
provide laughter and love
to us as we continue to
make our homein

Hannah’s 3rd birthday!
We continue to strengthen our relationships with our neighbors.

As such, when we celebrated Hannah's birthday, she emphatically Kurnamgto.

requested the presence of a couple of our very good neighborhood |+ We continue to pray for

friends. Small social and cultural gatherings like birthday parties comfort for the Kan family

or Christmas gatherings can provide great opportunities to bear a asthey grieve the loss of

quiet Christian witness. their daughter, Masami.
We pray for wisdom and

guidance for those in

. . , , , leader ship positions
Our nine-year-old, Emilie, came home from school today with quite an amazing story of within the Lutheran

witness. | would like to share it with you, paraphrasing as accurately as possible what she told R
me. She said that it started with a conversation about Christmas. She was chatting with a couple |Est|t|l_1t|ons we efse:flv ©. Mﬁy
of friends and she said, “Well, you KNOW it’s not all about presents and Santa Claus, right?” they listen carefully to the

Her friends looked at her with astonishment, and asked in their local dialect, “Eh? No way! Well whisper of God and make

then, what isit?’ decisions that reflect Him.
At this point, she invited one other classmate into the conversation — a little boy who - We pray that our

(Emilie knew) attends the Catholic church in town. She and this little boy proceeded to tell the upcoming “ Southeast

story of Jesus’ birth and how He was a gift from God, which is why we exchange presents at Asia” service reflects the

Christmas time — to remember the greatest gift of love from God. The two of them then went on joy and fellowship of our

to tell the kids (I believe there were three other kids ‘in’ on this conversation) about how, first of Christian brothers and

all, there aren't various “levels’ of hell (I asked about this— apparently, kids believe very

fervently that there are various “levels’ of hell, perhaps influenced by anime and/or video o e
- _g faith in often difficult

games?) and also how the gate to heaven is narrow but that all people are invited (yes, these were X

Emilie’swords). Emilie said that she and this other little boy tried to explain that God is so big circumstances. May the

that He holds the world in His hand and that He loved humans so much even though we do bad service bring glory to our

things that He sent Jesus to earth to help us, and that Jesus died but he rose from the dead, and

sisters who live out their

that’s why we can go to heaven.

| asked her how the kids she was talking to responded, and she said that they were surprised, quiet, and listening hard, since
they had never heard of Jesus or the real Christmas story or any of that stuff about getting in to heaven by loving God. Besides the
fact that they couldn’t get over the fact that there weren’t multiple ‘depths’ or ‘levels’ of hell, she said they just seemed to take it all
in. | asked if it was hard, and she said it wasn’t, since all the kids were her age. She said, “If they had been ADULTS, then it
would' ve been WEIRD!” Later, after school, the girl Emilie walks home with apparently asked her alot of questions about the
Christian faith and what Emilie believes. I'm sure that as informative asit was for this other little girl, it was probably a powerful
experience for Emilie to be asked to affirm what she believesto afriend. | don’t believe | was ever asked such questions when | was
her age.

Emilie and this other little boy are the only two Christiansin their class. | imagine it was quite something for them to tell
these stories to kids who had never even heard the name of Jesus before. It was one of those moments where | thought, “God can get
the message out, even if it needs to be through the words of a couple of 4th grade kids.” Now | am wondering, as | write this
newsletter, if you have any fun or interesting or amazing ‘kids testimony’ storiesto share. | would love to hear them!
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December 2011

By Craig M. Corbin,
Executive Director

Advent Fellowship & Cookie Baking Retreat, Dec. 3
and Dec. 10, 9am-4pm: We would like to invite you to
our Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking Retreats at
Luther Point in Grantsburg and at Luther Park in Chetek,
WI. Theseretreats are a perfect opportunity for you and
family or friendsto get some Christmas baking
completed. All you need to do is gather the people and
we'll provide the rest—snacks, lunch, devotions and
cookie baking supplies. You will be able to enjoy the
tradition of Christmas cookie baking with the fellowship
of others and bring home 144 cookies all without messing
up your kitchen.

Register today by calling Luther Point at 715-689-2347 or
Luther Park at 715-859-2215. Y ou can also register online
at our websites—L uther Point or Luther Park! Or you can
download aregistration form to mail in. Costis$40/
adult and $25 / attendee with not cookies (children must
be accompanied by an adult). Deposit is $20.
Introducing the*Memorial and Honor Program”
Luther Point is offering away to help recognize those
specia events and datesin life. We will send acardto a
loved one or afriend recognizing their specia day on
your behaf. Honor aperson with a gift to Luther Point
for abirthday, anniversary, confirmation, wedding,
baptism, get well and more. Give a gift in memory of
someone aswell. Go to our website,
www.|utherpoint.org and click on Donateor M & H
Program. Follow the prompts, give a gift via credit card
and Luther Point will send a persona hand written card to
the person(s) you are recognizing. This new giving
opportunity should be up and running in early December.
Fall Retreats Offered Jointly with Luther Park: Check
out our website L utherPoint.org and choose aretreat
offering:

Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking: December 3 at
Luther Point, December 10 at Luther Park

Quilting Retreat, February 2-5, 2012 at Luther Park
Men's Retreat: March 9-11, 2012 at L uther Point
Spirituality of Bread Baking: March 23-24, 2012 at
Luther Point

Check out our Website: LutherPoint.org: The website
has greatly improved and there are some really cool
photos and updated info. Especially check out our Wish
List: You can now go online and order

wish list items directly from Amazon.com

and have the items shipped directly to the

camp.

PLEASE NOTE: We are still looking for good used
vehicles, preferably mini-vans or mid-size sedans. We
have some older vehicles that are showing their wear and
tear. You can aso find us on Facebook, Twitter, Flicker
and YouTube.

Looking for Leadership: The year round retreat ministry
committee is seeking additional volunteersto serve. This
isacommittee of adults represented by both Luther Park
and Luther Point Bible Camps. The primary
responsibility of the group isto brainstorm future
program opportunities for adults. The committee meets a
few times ayear at a centrally located congregation and
continues to stay connected via email. Please contact
Liz@L utherPark.org if you are interested in serving on
this committee or know of someone you want to
recommend who is a creative person who could help
further the year round ministries at Luther Park and
Luther Point.

Come and Retreat with Us.  We have weekend openings
for the Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and
more. Perfect for aweekend get away with family and
friends. Are you looking to schedule a family reunion?
Whatever the occasion, consider staying at L uther Point!
Inquire with Liz@L utherPoint.org or call 715-689-2347.

Thank you to al who do-
nated money and food for
the Thanksgiving Baskets
and those who helped sort
out and distribute the bas-
kets. Thanks aso to the
confirmation students and
driversfor collecting food
in support of the Commu-
nity Mission Team. God
bless you all and those that received.

Thanks al so to everyone who donated we were able to
collect $169.30 for the Moolafor Milk project!

Community Missions Team

Thank you for your recent donation of miscellaneous
foods. It is very much appreciated. Together we CAN and
DO make a difference. Thanks again!

Hunger Prevention Council of Pierce
County
Coordinator Sarah Johnson
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English 365 Day
Lutheran |Bible Reading
Church Plan
December 1 Galatians 5:13-26
December 2 Ephesians 1:3-23
December 3 Ephesians 2:1-22
December 4 Ephesians 4:1-16
This 365-day reading plan leads you from Genesisto Revelation in just .
ayear. Though it doesn't include every chapter and verse, it offersa December 5 Ephesians 6:10-20
compl_ete_ view of Scri p_ture and does so without being oyeryvhel ming. December 6 Philippians 2:1-18
By skipping past material that appears more than once, it givesyou a
streamlined look at the entire Bible. Take this tour of God's Word to December 7 Philippians 3:1-21
discover its life-changing wisdom and power. December 8 Colossians 2-1-15
Using the SO.A.P Method for December 9 | Colossians 3:1-17
Bible Readin g December 10 | 1Thessalonians 1:1-10
S.O.A.P. stands for Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer. It'sa December 11 |1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
great way to delve more deeply into your Bible reading, and record -
your thoughts, emotions and connections when studying scripture. December 12 |2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
S.O.A.P. isdesigned to be used with ajournal along with your regular 2 Thessalonians 3:1-18
Bible reading, using the process as you read each day. It can also be an December 13 onans =
effective tool to help you connect with particular passages. December 14 |1 Timothy 4:1-16
Things You'll Need: December 15 |1 Timothy 6:3-21
Bible December 16 | 2 Timothy 1:1-18
Paper or journal
+ Pen December 17 |2 Timothy 3:1-17
Scripture December 18 | Titus 3:1-11
First, have areading plan. Read the scripture passage for that day, and December 19 | Hebrews 10:19-39
then re-read if necessary to understand. As you read, underline the '
words, phrases or verses that stand out or catch your attention. December 20 |Hebrews 11:1-40
Observation December 21 |Hebrews 12:1-13
Second, journal what strikes you about these words, phrases, and -
verses. How is God speaking to you through them? What insights or December 22 | James 1.2-27
observation have you gained? December 23 | James 2:1-13
App“C&thﬂ_ o : December 24 | James 3:1-12
Third, apply the scripture and observation into your persond life. If we
live out the Word of God in our lives, our lives will be transformed. December 25 1 Peter 2:1-25
How does this scripture apply to you and your situation? Write some :
action points on how you intend to apply thisto your life. December 26 |1 Peter 3:1-22
Prayer December 27 |2 Peter 1:2-21
Finally, write a prayer based on your reading, observation and 1.
application. Ask God to help you live out what you have learned. December 28 | 1 John 1:1-10
December 29 | 1John 3:1-24
Cut out the scriptures and use asa bookmark in your Bible December 30 |1 John 5:1-21
to keep track of your reading plan!
December 31 |Jude 1:17-25
Revelation 1:1-20; 21:1-27
and 22:1-21
Page 14 Cross Beams - December 2011




! " #

General Fund EXPENSES
English Lutheran Church 2011

Month Actual Total Budget Over/
Monthly [ Expensesto | Expensesto [ (Under)
Expenses Date Date Budget
Expensesto
Date
Jan. $ 26,022 $ 26,022 |[$27516 $( 1,494)
Feb. $ 26,901 $ 52,923 |$55,032 $( 2,109)
Mar. $ 26,593 $ 79517 |[$82,548 $( 3,031)
April $ 27,059 $106,575 | $110,064 $( 3,489)
May $26,163 $132,738 | $137,580 $( 4,839)
June $ 22,982 $155,720 $165,096 $( 9,376)
July $ 24,004 $179,814 | $189,696 $( 9,882)
Aug. $ 20,488 $200,302 | $220,128 $ (19,826)
Sept. $ 17,523 $217,825 | $247,644 $(29,819)
Oct. $ 24,560 $242,385 | $275,160 $(32,775)
Nov. $ $ $302,676 $
Dec. $ $ $330,186 $

Comparative: Actual Incometo Expenses.

Y ear to date income (Oct): $ 248,145

Year to date expenses (Oct):  $242,385
Surplus/(Shortfall) 2011: $ 5,765

Current Deficit Amount: $(18,335)

Date 8:00 9:15 |10:45 |Totals

October 2 52 152 |74 278

October 9 56 108 54 218

October 16 50 154 98 302

October 23 50 158 76 284

October 30 45 122 51 218

Totals 253 694 |353 1300
Average 51 139 |71 260
Attendance

General Fund INCOME
English Lutheran Church 2011

Month Actual Total Projected Ahead or
Monthly Income to Income (Behind)
Income Date to Date Projected
Amount Income to
Jan. $ 25,105 $ 25,105 $ 28,492 $(3,387)
Feb. $21,483 $ 46588 |$56,984 $(10,397)
Mar. $ 23,297 $ 69,885 |$85477 $(15,592)
April $31,749 $101,634 | $113,969 $(12,335)
May $25,015 $126,649 |$142,461 $(15,812)
June $ 21,896 $148,545 | $170,953 $ (22,408)
July $ 25,482 $174,028 | $199,446 $(25,418)
Aug. $ 29,625 $203,653 | $227,938 $ (24,285)
Sept. $ 18,877 $222,530 | $256,430 $(33,900)
Oct. $ 25,615 $248,145 $284,922 $(36,777)
Nov. $ $ $313,415 $
Dec. $ $ $341,907 $

Gifts of Love

Weekly offerings received for the mission and ministry of
English Lutheran Church through the General Fund and
for mortgage payments through the Building Fund.

Date General Fund |Building Fund
October 1— 10 $ 10,389.16 |$ 744.00
October 11— 17 $ 6,046.26 $ 320.00
October 18— 24 |$ 4,93467 ($ 140.00
October 25— 31 |$ 4,245.20 $ 740.00
Totals $ 2561529 |$1,944.00

M ortgage Status: Monthly Mortgage payment is $1,564.
Principal balance as of October 31, 2011 is
$209,167.32.1
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Thursday, December 1

3-5pm  Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)

6:30 pm  Cottage Meeting w/Pastors

WEEK ONE:

Sunday, December 4 Advent 2

Cinnamon Rolls Served

Youth Bake/Craft Sale after all 3 services

8:00am Traditional Worship

9:15am  Contemporary Worship
Receiving New Members

9:15am  Sunday School

10:45 am Encounter Worship

5:30pm Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, December 6

5:00 pm Y outh Leadership team mtg
5:30 pm Prayer Team

7:30pm  Al-Anon

Wednesday, December 7
9:00am Quilter’'s Workday

4:00 pm Cross Beams Deadline
3-5pm  Youth House Open

(High School Only)
Mission Trip meeting
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Workshop
Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Thursday, December 8
3-5 pm  Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)
6:30 pm  Finance Committee Meeting

December 9-11
Youth Packing Groceries
at Econo Foodsin Red Wing MN

Saturday, December 10
10:00 am - Noon
Hospitality Baking in Church Kitchen

WEEK TWO:

545 P

Sunday, December 11 Advent 3

Youth Bake/Craft Sale after all 3 services
8:00am Traditional Worship
9:15am Contemporary Worship
9:15am Sunday School

10:45am  Encounter Worship
5:30pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, December 12
7:00 pm Personnel Meeting

Tuesday, December 13
5:30 pm Prayer Team
7:30pm  Al-Anon

Wednesday, December 14
9:00am Women’'s Bible Study
2:30 pm  Nursing Home Worship
Hannah Circle serving

Y outh House Open

(High School Only)

High School Y outh Group
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Small Group
7:00 pm Biblical Narrative
7:45pm  Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

Thursday, December 15
3-5pm Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)
6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting

3-5pm

5-7pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm

WEEK THREE:
- |
Sunday, December 18
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9-10:30 am Parish Nurse

9:15 am Contemporary Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:45 am Encounter Wor ship w/

Children’s Christmas Program
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

M onday, December 19
9:00 am Print Cross Beams

Tuesday, December 20

9:00am Assemble Cross Beams
5:30 pm Prayer Team/Prayer Shawls
6:30 pm Congregational Council Mtg
7:00 pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, December 21

3-5 pm  Youth House Open
(High School Only)

5:00 pm High School Y outh Christmas
Party
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal

No Confirmation-Christmas Break
7:45pm  Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

Thursday, December 22
3-5pm  Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)

Saturday, December 24

3:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Worship
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Worship
10 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

WEEK FOUR:

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day

No Sunday School

10:00 am  Christmas Day Worship
5:30pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, December 26
Offices Closed for Holiday

Tuesday, December 27
Offices Closed for Holiday
7:30pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, December 28

Y outh House Closed

6:45 pm Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
No Confirmation

7:45pm  Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

Thursday & Friday December 30-31
Y outh Packing Groceries
at Econo Foodsin Red Wing MN

Upcoming Events:

Sunday, January 22
9:00 am  Budget Review Meeting
10:15am Budget Review Meeting

Sunday, January 29
10:15am Annual Meeting
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