Februar:: 2012 www.englishlutheranchurch.org  Transfarming Lives Through Chrit-Cantered Gommunity
Lent Begins in February

Wednesday topics will be:

Our series of Wednesday
evening services begins with
Ash Wednesday service on
February 22, with services each
week at 6:30 p.m. throughout
Lent. Each week our message
will be brought to us through a
drama written by Pastor Brad
entitled, “Cross Radio,” acall
in radio talk show that will lead
us to the foot of the cross each
week. (Stay tuned for
opportunities to get involved
with the dramas....)

February 22 - “The Cross”
February 29 - “The Coins’
March 7 - “The Cloth”
March 14 - “The Nail”
March 21 - “The Dice’
March 28 - “The Stone”

Come and watch and listen to grow deeper in your walk
with God. In fact, why don’t you come early at
5:30 p.m. for soup supper and be fed physicaly first.

Prayer Team
Can you commit an hour aweek to
prayer? If so, please join the Prayer
Team the 1% and 3" Tuesday at
5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. It
isatimefor fellowship and atime
to pray for the many people on your
prayer list and to give thanks to
God for the many blessingsin our
lives. All are welcome and the
team encourages not only attendees of English
Lutheran but also all community members. Join us
for our next meeting on Tuesday, February 1, at
5:30 p.m. T

Join Us for Soup Suppers
Wednesday eveningsduring Lent
Serving from

5:30-6:15 p.m.
The Mission Trip Y outh
and other youth in our
community will be
Serving soup suppers on
Wednesday evenings
during Lent. All the
soups will be homemade
with loving hands! Free will donations accepted
to cover the cost of the food and to go towards
the Y outh Mission Trip to Buffalo, NY where
they will be helping needy families with home
repairs! The soup supperswill be a GREAT
time for fellowship, good food and fun! Please
joinus! Invite ALL your friends and family!
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617

Fax : 715-273-5974

Church website:
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org

Find us on Facebook!

English Lutheran Church Staff

. Senior Pastor Bradley Lindberg

bradlindberg@englishlutheranchurch.org

Associate Pastor Dawn Lindberg
dawnlindberg@englishlutheranchurch.org

Judi Nielsen, Administrative Assistant
judinielsen@englishlutheranchurch.org

Sue Hood, Communications Secretary
suehood@englishlutheranchurch.org

Deanna Traynor, Youth Director
traynor4@redwing.net

Jean Krauss, Children’s Education Director
october_home_fire@yahoo.com

Lisa Griffin, Organist, Pianist,
Spiritual Nature Director, Hosanna Choir Director,
lisa_anne6l@hotmail.com

Joyce Karlstad, Parish Nurse 715-273-4539

Lutheran Social Services
Counselor, 715-386-3581

Julie Baggenstoss, Custodian

Mark Moldenhauer, Groundskeeper

: Congregational Council:

Kip Gore, President

Dale Bohnert, Vice President & Evangelism
Purpose Champion

Vacancy, Treasurer

Lisa Mueller, Secretary

Sean DuRen, Fellowship Purpose Champion

Trina Groen, Discipleship Purpose Champion

Kristen Cain, Worship Purpose Champion

Peter Bisila, Service & Ministry Purpose

Champion
Burton Larson, Personnel Committee
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February 17, 2012
Marriage Course Begins

February 29, 2012 - Mar ch 28, 2012
Lent Worship Services

March 11, 2012
Daylight Saving Time Begins

March 15, 2012
Baptism Class

March 20, 2012
Sharing & Caring

March 22 & 29, 2012
Communion Class

April 5, 2012
Maundy Thursday Worship Service

April 6, 2012
Good Friday Worship Service

April 8, 2012
Easter Worship Services

HOLY BAPTISM CLASS

Offered for parentsand
parentsto bel

Have you recently had a child or
are you expecting one soon? Are
you anticipating having a child
baptized between now and June?
If so, then we are asking you to
attend this classto talk about
what Holy Baptism is all about as
well as some of the specifics of
what will happen on your child’s
specia day. Classwill be March 15 from
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Our next class will be offered in June
and is arequirement for having your child baptized. If
you have any questions or concerns please contact
Pastor Brad or Pastor Dawn. Registration is available
online at www.englishlutheranchurch.org or in the
office.

Page 2

Cross Beams - February 2012



Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
isborn of God and knows God. Whoever does not |ove does not know God, for
Godislove. ~1John 4:7-8 (NRSV)

My calendar reads February and Hallmark has taught me that thisis the month that 1 need to think about love.
Have you thought about that word, love, recently? It can be kind of confusing. Every night before | go to bed |
say to my wife, “1 love you.” When Dawn asksiif | would like lasagnafor dinner my responseis usually
something like, “ Of course, you know | love lasagna.” Weird isn't it? I’ ve used the same word, but | certainly
don’t mean the same thing... at least | hope not. Then, to complicate things even further we have Bible
passages like John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son...” That's awhole
different level of love, isn't it?

| was taught, and perhaps you were too, that in Greek (the original language of the New Testament) there are
three different words used for our one English word of love. First there is eros, that is erotic love, which is that
lustful, and perhaps a little more shallow, form of love. Erosis the word we would use when we say things
like, “1 love snow because that means | can get out on my snowmobile.” Then thereis philea, we might say
brotherly love, which you might recognize as aroot of Philadelphia. Phileaisthe word my parents would have
used when they said thingsto me like, “Y ou don’t have to like your sister, but you do have to love her.”
Finally thereis eros, unconditional love. Thisis God's love, no strings attached. Thisis almost
incomprehensible to me. Perhaps the nearest | can comeis love of your child, but even that (if we're totally
honest with ourselves) comes with conditions like: as long as you follow the rules, aslong as you get good
grades, or aslong aslove mein return.

The end of this month we will celebrate Ash Wednesday where we will be reminded that, “you are dust and to
dust you shall return.” Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the season of Lent, atimein the church year where
we are reminded of our dependence on God, which ultimately leads usto God' s great love story, to the foot of
the cross. In return for thisincredible act of love God asks for nothing in return, because God’s love is eros.

However, we are compelled to ask along with the lawyer, “ Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?” We ask out of gratefulness because of our saved state. We ask so that we might strive to follow the
commandments as a gift to God for what we have aready been given. It ishere, isit not, in Jesus' response
that we are reminded of two of the purposes for our being? He said to him, “ “ You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. Thisisthe greatest and first
commandment. And a second is likeit: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There you haveit, L ove
God and Love your neighbor. It'sjust that ssimple... It’sjust that hard.

It's amazing how far from here we can drift, isn’t it? In arecent debate | heard Ron Paul suggest, “What if we
use love your neighbor as yourself for our foreign policy?’” and he nearly got booed off the stage. Y et the
words of Jesus continue to resonate in our ears and we L ove God as we gathering for worship, giving thanks
for al of the amazing things that God has done for usin our lives. The words of Jesus continue to resonatein
our ears as we L ove Our Neighbor when we help shovel adriveway, commit our time helping at the Garage
No Sale, or participate in ayouth mission trip. Maybe Hallmark had it right after all; maybe we should focus
on love this month, it iswhat we were created to do after all.

Blessings,
“ God's love was revealed among us in thisway: God sent his only Son into the world so that we
7 ({, O( might live through him. In thisislove, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
2 } J{’d be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another.” ~1John 4:9-11 (NRSV)
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Sharing and Caring
Hands Tuesday,
March 20, 2012

FEED THE 5000

The Community Missionsteam invites YOU to be a
part of the ministry of Sharing and Caring Hands on
Tuesday, March 20, 2012. Thisisan opportunity to see
and assist aministry which serves over 20,000 people each
month in Minneapolis, with basic needs of meals, clothing,
showers, housing, transportation, medical/dental attention,
and legal aid. Our team of volunteerswill car pool to
leave about 9:30 a.m., bring basics for the lunch, and help
to serveit, before taking avirtual tour and learning about
the ministry and returning to Ellsworth around 2:30 p.m.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

On Souper Bow! Sunday, February 5, we will take
up acollection to cover the costs of providing the hot meal
for lunch. Volunteers can bake cakes to contribute, too.

Sign-up sheets will be available in March at worship
times, or you can call the church office. Thisisyour
chance to be a part of amodern-day miracle of feeding the
5000! t

Do Couples with Great
Marriages get there by

luck?

Wedon't think so. We
believe anyone can have aloving,
healthy marriage. You just need
certain tools. The Marriage Course
isfor any couple who wants to

invest in their relationship; whether you have been
together one or 61 years, and whether you have a strong
relationship or are struggling.

The seven session courseis set in afantastic
atmosphere. Enjoy acandlelit meal including dessert at a
romantic table for two while listening to practica talks that
areinspiring and fun, played on DVD.

Thereis never any group work and you will never
be asked to share anything about your
relationship with anyone other than your partner.

PLEASE join usfor seven “Date Nights’ beginning
Friday, February 17, at 6:30 p.m. Registration available
through the church office or on our website at
www.englishlutheranchurch.org .

Registration Fee is $125.00 and due by Sunday,
February 12, which includes seven dinners for two and
class materials.t

Join us
Saturday,
February 11

10 a.m. - 12 noon
to bake some
bars for Hospitality!

...And become an honorary member of the
Church Basement Ladies (and Men) Club! What
do | need to do?
- Beatthechurch at 10 am. What!!
That'sit??
If you can’'t make it, donate boxes of
vanilla or spice cake mix or empty ice
cream buckets.
Have a TON of fun! We will even let
you lick the spoon!
If you can’'t join us, weinvite you to
bake at home. We can give you the
recipes and provide the ingredients.

If you are interested in hanging out for a morning
of fellowship and you love to bake, please sign
up in the Gathering Area, call Melissa at
715-941-4059 (home) or 320-291-8156 (cell) or
email melissa.bisila@concordusa.com

We will rock the culinary world using the secrets
of baking bars and cookies with cake mixes!
Don’'t miss out on the fun! If you have arecipe
that you would like to submit, please forward the
recipe to the church office. t

efriendersaretrainedin

actively listening,
respecting, and empathizing
with others who may be
experiencing acrisis or
difficulty. Thereisno cost
for requesting and meeting
with a Befriender. If you are
interested in having a
Befriender to talk with, please
contact LisaMueller at
715-273-1491.1

Please submit your March Cross
Beams articles to the church office
no later than Wednesday,
February 15! Thank you in
advance for your consideration in
making the office run smoother.

Y our respect of the deadlines are
greatly appreciated. T
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See the Parish Nurse and Health Ministries Team for Blood
Pressure and Heart Rate Checks and other helpful healthy
information on Sunday, February 18, from 9-10:30 a.m.
downstairsin thefront entrance.

Passit on
When you' re having many problems
And don’t know what to do
And someone whom you do not know
Helps work them our for you,

Passit on!

When you find out that you are
Blessed, that you have afriend or two
And they let you know that you' re the best,
And say that they love you,

Passit on!

When you're feeling down and out
And can’'t go the extramile,
And this happy person comes aong
And gives you a super smile,

Passit on!
When a child takes you by the hand
And follows your lead
And you realize that the trust he gives
Isablessing you really need,

Passit on!
Throughout the time you have on earth
Your list of skills growslong
But when the time you have runs out
These skills will then be gone....
Unlessyou Passit on!

When you know thereis God the Father
And that Jesus died for you
And redlize that prayer has power
And that your belief istrue,
Passit on!
Ken Junge

| hope you enjoyed this poem, and that it has meaning for
you. We are going to begin visiting our sick and shut ins,
along with the Befrienders group. We would like you to
joinus. We especialy need male Befrienders. Please call
Joyce Karlstad at 715-273-4539 if interested.

Free
Workshop on
February 23

Asyour parentsage, are

you ready? If your parents

are getting older, it’stime to

have a heart-to-heart about
their future, their wishes and potential needs. But
where do you begin?

Join us for afree workshop, Heart-to-Heart: AsY our
Parents Age. Thisworkshop can help you gain a
better understanding of your parents' vision for the
future, information to make decisions on your parents
behalf and tips for starting heart-to-heart conversations.

Heart-to-Heart is a 60-minute interactive workshop that
will be presented by Thrivent Financia for Lutherans
representative Travis Breunig, MBA - Financial
Associate on Thursday, February 23, from 7-8 p.m.
For more information, contact Travis Breunig at
715-285-5595 or travis.breunig@thrivent.com.

Confirmation Calendar

Confirmation at En%lish Lutheran Church in-
cludes learnersin 7", 8" and 9" grade. Guests
are welcome but children must be registered to
participate long-term.

February 1 Workshop 7—8:30 pm

February 8 Small Group Service
Activity

February 15 Workshop 7—8:30 pm

February 22 - March 28 Lenten Worship

HOLY COMMUNION
Offered for Children and Youth
Register Now!

March 22 & 29, 2012

Holy Communion at English Lutheran Churchis

open to all who are baptized. Instruction is offered

for those who are interested in participating in and

learning more about the sacrament of Holy

Communion. All fifth grade children and parents
are strongly encouraged to participate. Y ounger and older
children may also participate with pastoral approval (talk to
Pastor Brad). Classes will be held on Thursday evenings from
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. March 22 & March 29. A celebration of Holy
Communion will be held Maundy Thursday, April 21.
Registration for the classis $10.00. Register online at
www.englishlutheranchurch.org. Formsare also availablein
the church office.

Cross Beams - February 2012
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5\ Prayer  Pray for the Sick
Shaw! and Share a
Ministy  Prayer Shaw!!

Do you like to knit or
crochet? Would you like to bless
someone who is hurting? Come and
join us on the third Tuesday each
month at 5:30 p.m. to make prayer
shawls. Our next gathering ison
‘ Tuesday, February 21. We
currently have yarn if you can bring needles.

We meet in the Fireside Room to relax and chat
while we knit/crochet, and then spend sometimein
prayer for those whose needs are brought to our
attention.  Shawls are blessed in prayer and are
available by the church office to be given to those who
need God' s healing and encouraging presence. t

Thanks to the compassion and
generosity of Lutheran,

LWR ( Lutheran World Relief)
distributed the following in
2011:

355,786 Quilts

166,427 School Kits
311,763 Personal Care Kits
72,610 Baby Care Kits
21,234 Fabric Kits

Thistotaled $12.6 million of aid that went to peoplein

26 countriesthisyear. need in 26 countries this year.

Doesn't it feel good to know that we were apart of this.

Let usto continue in 2012 to help in this mission.
Thank You, Janet Arndt, Mission Chair

Please pray for the following
service members: Chase Crabb,
Greg Hungiville, Suzanne Allen,
Robert Hines, Shaun Brenner,
Drew Gilman, David Hall Jr.,
Lee Hanson, Travis Hanson,
Amanda Arndt Kennedy, Pat Mongell, Peter Onan, Rick
Puente, Bryan Vannet, Joe Wekkin and Brad Willoughby.

Please contact the church office at 715-273-4617 with the
names and addresses of any English Lutheran members or
friends you know who are serving in the Armed Forces.

"Lord, hold our troopsin your loving hands. Protect them asthey
protect us. Blessthem and their familiesfor the selfless actsthey
perform for usin our time of need. | ask thisin the name of
Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” T

Pierce County Food Shelf
Needs for February!

here are bins at both entrances to

the church to donate items to the
Pierce County Food Shelf. Some
suggestions for this month are pancake
mix, syrup and dressings for tossed salad (not Mayo or
Miracle Whip). [If you would like to make a monetary
donation to the Pierce County Food Shelf, please make it
payable to Pierce County Food Shelf and drop it off in the
church office or at the Food Shelf. Every $1 donated
purchases $10 worth of food!

Al-Anon continues to meet in the
Upper Annex classrooms here at
English Lutheran Church. The
Al-Anon Family Groups are a
fellowship of relatives and friends of
acoholics who share their experience,
strength and hopein order to solve their
common problems. We believe
acoholismisafamily illness and that
changed attitudes can aid recovery. The
Al-Anon program is based on the
Twelve Steps (adapted from Alcoholics
Anonymous) which wetry, little by little, one day at atime,
to apply to our lives along with our slogans and the Serenity
Prayer. The loving interchange of help between members
and daily reading of Al-Anon literature makes us ready to
receive the priceless gift of serenity. The one purpose of
Al-Anon isto help families of alcoholics.
Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm. For more
information, please call Elaine at 715-273-3569.1

St. Valentine's Sacrifice
Every February 14, we celebrate the loved onesin
our lives with cards, flowers and chocolate. But Valentine's
Day has another meaning that’s been lost.
First declared a holiday by King
Henry VIII of England in 1537, it
commemorates the beheading of St.
Vaentine on February 14, 270 A.D.
His crime? Performing wedding
ceremonies after Roman Emperor
Claudius |1 had outlawed marriage.
Vaentine was martyred for
faithfully doing the work God had
given him. Although it’s good to
celebrate love and marriage, let’ s also
remember the courage of a man who
gave hislife following his convictions.
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Women'’s Ministry

February Calendar
Wednesday, February 1..................... Quilting, 9:00 am.

Wednesday, February 8................ Bible Study, 9:00 am.
Bev Greeley, Hostess

Wednesday, February 15................... Quilting, 9:00 am.
February Helpers:

Altar Guild: Sue Palmquist, Sharon Schulze, and
Judy Dumermuth
Deaconess: Wendy Wegerer

Please Join Us for
Bible Study on
February 8 at

9 a.m.
Session 6 of our study of Mark is
entitled “Tough Questions” and the
theme verseis Mark 10:49. Please
join usfor an interesting study led
by Pastor Dawn.

Thank you to the ladies that

cleaned the kitchen on Tuesday,

January 24th: Dorothea Olson,

Bev Greeley, Elaine Hines, and

Janet Arndt. It wasabigjob

getting the kitchen back in order

and cleaned. If you areusing

the kitchen for a gathering,

please put it back in the order in which you found it, or
better yet, cleaner and neater than you found it.

Continues Sundays in
February at 5:30 p.m.

Dinner, Worship, and Group Discussion

What is it?
Celebrate Recovery is a program originating from Rick
Warren® Saddleback Church in California. The
program hel ps people to deal with hurts and wounds
that leave them unable to live as God intended. Itisa
biblical and balanced program for recovery from life®
hurts, wounds, and troubles, that points people to Jesus
Christ the Savior, and helps them grow toward
Christ-like maturity. Rick discovered that key
principles of recovery are given by Christ in the
Sermon on the Mount. He says seven things make it
unique:

It is based on God®Word, the Bible (specifically,
the Beatitudes).

It is forward-looking (not wallowing in the past).

It emphasizes personal responsibility and

choices (not victimization).

It emphasizes spiritual commitment to Jesus Christ.
(Everybody needs Jesus, especially for lasting
recovery!)

It utilizesthe biblical truth that we need each other
in order to grow spiritually and emotionaly.

It addresses all types of habits, hurts, and hang-ups.
(Procrastination, anyone? Overspending? Control?
Perfectionism? Guilt? Anger?)

It isaleadership factory. (People get healed in
Christ and move on into ministry!)

Pastor Warren has seen literally thousands of lives
transformed through this ministry that puts peoplein
touch with Christ® power to change lives. What do
you suppose God wants to do for those that attend or
need to attend. And |et®each one participate and
support it as God leads. Here®to transformed livesin
2011!

Cross Beams - February 2012
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Jean Krauss,

Children’s Education Director
Phone: 715-273-4251

october _home fire@yahoo.com

Crossbeams - February 2012 -
Children’s Education Ministry

TheHolein the Roof

The Lame Man Lowered through the Roof to be Healed
by Jesusis the Rotation for Sunday School in February as
we continue our lessons with another Bible story from the
New Testament. The Workshopsinclude a Movie (Toy
Story - a short selection); Computers; Specia - Food
(Graham Cracker Houses); and Craft (Friendship
Bracelet). The children will be learning a song during
Temple Time that they will be singing during 9:15
Worship Service on Sunday, Februaryl19.

WoRM (Workshop Rotation Model) Sunday School
Enrollment and Attendance

We want to remind families that children of al agesfrom
Pre-School (age 3) through 6th Grade may enroll in
Sunday School at any time during the regular school year.
Thereisno fee for Sunday School. Pre-School children
meet with Melanie Johnson and Tony Christensen in the
Upper Annex Sunday School room, while 6th Graders
meet with Angela Bohnert and Pat Linder in the Y outh
House at 9:15 on Sundays. Families are urged to bring
their children to Sunday School throughout the school
year (September through May).

Watch our Progress

Congregation members are invited and encouraged to take
alook at the upstairs Sunday School rooms - new paint on
the walls, anew rug in the Pre-School Room, and murals
done by Kristi McKahan and Deb and Kirstin Kopp add
much to the atmosphere in the rooms. The Computer
Room has also had a coat of paint and a Bible verse
painted on the wall. We have future plans for doing
decorative work in the Y outh Room downstairs which is
used for the gathering each Sunday we call “Temple
Time” aswell asfor movies, dramas, and other
workshops.

Service Projects

Our Sunday School Service Project for January was
collecting non-perishable food items for the local Food
Pantry. This gift of food for those in need is much
appreciated. In March we will again collect donations for
the Malawi Bed Net Project. This has been avery
worthwhile project, and we again ask for the support of
al who are able to help the children help other childrenin
the prevention of malaria and other insect-borne diseases.

Vacation Bible School

Planning will soon start for Vacation Bible School (VBS)
for children ages 3 (Pre-School) through those going into 6th
Grade. Watch for more information in the next couple of
months. Last year's VBS was modeled after the WoRM
Sunday School plan and was very successful. We hope to
increase the attendance for this year’s session.

Volunteers Needed for Sunday School and Vacation
Bible School

Many volunteers are needed as leaders and assistants for
“crowd control” and workshops.. Watch for further infor-
mation and sign-up sheetsto be posted later. We appreciate
any and all help, and look forward to working with as many
volunteers as possible. May God continue to bless our chil-
dren with such caring and dedicated people.

Watch the announcements for any changes that may be nec-
essary. Families may contact me at 715-273-4251 or by
email at october _home fire@yahoo.com.

WoRM Sunday School Schedule

Second Semester 2012

February 5-26.......ccccccevevevvninnnnennn. The Holein the Roof
(Friendship -4 weeks)

March 4-25..................... Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet
(Service - 4 weeks)

April 1......... Palm Sunday Processional and Specia Event

(1 week)
APril 8. Easter - No Sunday School
April 15-29.......cccccvvveee. The Easter Story - A Butterfly

(Perspective - 3 weeks)
May 6-13....... The Ten Lepers (Giving Thanks - 2 weeks)

May 20.....Wrap Up Day with Review and other activities

Page 8
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February 2012

By Craig M. Corbin,
Executive Director

Summer 2012—Put Us on Your Calendar Moms: This is a special
word to our moms who are beginning to look ahead to the summer of
2012. The camp schedule is on the Luther Point website;
lutherpoint.org. Online registration is available now so register early,
especially for the specialty camps, like horse camp, guitar, drama, etc.
these programs fill up early. Once again there will be a number of
incentives and discounts, so take advantage! Camperships will also
be available. Look for the Campership request form on the webpage:
lutherpoint.org. Summer brochures will be coming out in mid-
January.

Introducing the “Memorial and Honor Program” Luther Point is
offering a way to help recognize those special events and dates in life.
We will send a card to a loved one or a friend recognizing their special
day on your behalf. Honor a person with a gift to Luther Paint for a
birthday, anniversary, confirmation, wedding, baptism, get well and
more. Give a gift in memory of someone aswell.  Go to our website,
www.lutherpoaint.org and click on Donate, click Send a Card. Follow
the prompts, give a gift via credit card and Luther Point will send a
personal hand written card to the person(s) you are recognizing.  This
new giving opportunity is available now.

Winter / Spring Retreats Offered Jointly with Luther Park: Check
out our website LutherPoint.org and choose a retreat offering:

Youth Retreats during March, check the website

Quilting Retreat, February 2-5, 2012, at Luther Park

Men's Retreat: March 9-11, 2012, at Luther Point

Spirituality of Bread Baking: March 23-24, 2012, at Luther Point
Prayer Shawl and Knitting: April 26, 2012, at Luther Point

Calling All Team Members: Calling all enthusiastic and spirit-filled
young adults looking for an adventure of a lifetime!  Starting NOW
Luther Point is looking for the 2012 Summer Staff. About 35
counselors and team leaders will bring our ministry to life this summer.
Employment information is available on our website at:
www.lutherpoint.org. For questions please Jesse Weiss at 715-689-
2347 or email him at Jesse@l_utherpoint.org.

Check out our Website: LutherPoint.org: The website has greatly
improved and there are some really cool photos and updated info.
Especially check out our Wish List: You can now go online and order
wish list items directly from Amazon.com and have the items shipped
directly tothe camp. PLEASE NOTE: W are still looking for
good used vehicles, preferably mini-vans or mid-size sedans. We
have some older vehicles that are showing their wear and tear.
You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter, Hicker and YouTube.

Come and Retreat with Us: We have weekend openings for the
Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and more. Perfect for a
weekend get away with family and friends. Are you looking to
schedule a family reunion? Whatever the occasion, consider staying at
Luther Point! Inquire with Liz@LutherPoint.org or call (715) 689-2347.

CONGRATULATIONSto
John and Karen McAdams on
the birth of their son,
Christopher Bryan. Hisvery
proud grandparents are Gary
and Linda Onan.

Christopher James Hansen became
our brother in Christ through Holy
Baptism on January 15, 2012. His
parents are Jim and Tera Hansen.
Christopher’ s sponsors are Geraud and
Sara Banitt

To English Lutheran Church,
I would like to extend my
sincere gratitude on behalf of the
Ellsworth Community School
District and its students and fami-
lies for your recent donations.
The gifts of snacksfor four year
old kindergarten students and the
gift of $1,165 for helping fami-
lies pay for lunches will greatly help our needy families.
In these economic times, many familiesin our communi-
tiesarein financial need. Our staff members see thisin-
creasing need on adaily basis. We greatly appreciate
your focus on helping our children and the familiesin
need in our communities. It is heartwarming to see the
many ways that our communities come together to assist
those in need.
Superintendent Barry Cain
Ellsworth Community School District

Dear English Lutheran Church family and friends,
Thank you so much for the monetary gifts given us
at Christmas. It was very much appreciated.
The Staff of English Lutheran

Dear English Lutheran Church
The Board of Directors of Three Crosses Retreat
Center would like to thank you for your gift. Your
support isgreatly appreciated. Our records indicate a gift
of $1,360 has been donated by you during 2011.
God Bless you,
The Board of Directors

Cross Beams - February 2012
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Deanna Traynor, Y outh Director
traynor4@redwing.net

Wednesday, February 1
Mission trip meeting at 5:30 PM in the dining hall
Pick up pizzas from 6-7 PM

Thursday, February 2
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth

Sunday, February 5
Cinnamon Rolls after al worship services
The Landing at 5:30 PM

Wednesday, February 8
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth
High school youth group from 5-7 p.m.

Thursday, February 9
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth

Sunday, February 12 The Landing at 5:30 PM

Wednesday, February 15
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth
High school youth group from 5-7 PM

Thursday, February 16
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth

Sunday, February 19 The Landing at 5:30 PM
Wednesday, February 22
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth
Soup supper

Thursday, February 23
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth

Sunday, February 26 Badlands Snow tubing-leave at noon
The Landing at 5:30 PM
Wednesday, February 29
Y outh House open from 3-5 PM for middle school youth
Soup supper

March 2-3

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis

JTH ,gf; Buffalo/Niagara
7 Falls, NY
June 30-
July 8, 2012

; I * Buffalo attracts visitors from around
' i ~ theworld to Niagara Falls, one of the

natural wonders of the world. Near these
majestic falls, however, there are many families who
struggle to make ends meet — especially during the bitter
-cold winters. It's not unusual for afamily, unableto
afford heat, to close off the upstairs and sleep huddled
together on the main floor just to stay warm. It sounds
like the struggles of a bygone era, but it happens every
year.

Buffalo is consistently ranked as the 2nd or 3rd
poorest city in the country, with more than 40 percent of
its children living in poverty. Our group can help give
families like these a boost with painting and other much-
needed home repairs.

Badlands Sno-Tubing

Sunday, February 26
L eave church at noon - return by 5 p.m.

For all middle school and high school youth!

Mark your calendars! Sign up sheets are on

the bulletin boards. Deadlineto sign up it

February 22. The cost is $15. Adults will be needed to
drive and supervise.

“THE LANDING”

Every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. at the Youth House

A relaxed and informal safe haven where teens can come
for fun, community and love while overcoming life's
issues—or simply provide insights on following God' s path
to greater freedom in life. Perfect for teens

dealing with:

problems at home or school - bullying - grief -
divorced parents - break-ups - drugs and

acohol - cutting - self-image - abuse - loneliness -
relationships - or for teens that would like to help
friends that are dealing with any of these.

Each week teenagers will meet with other teenagers
discussing red-life topics, reading the Bible, searching for
answers to challenging situations, and encouraging each
other.

Page 10
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Healing: Jesse Weiss,
Pastor Frank Sanders
Jr., Gordy, Clark
Glaser, Eileen
Gulbranson, Bishop
Duane and Sylvia
Pederson, Lori Johnson.
Sharon Hines, Jeanine
Huppert, Patricia
Okray, Vivienne
Hoikka, Douglas, Heidi
Guitting, Milt Helmer,
Sharon Cook, Tammi
Clicquennoi, Kely
Church, Dennis Crary, Lloyd Gath, Terry Falde, Marge
DuRen, Dick Treadway, Hazel Wegerer, Marianne
Melstrom, Landyn Gaard, Jordan Bloomstrand, Ron
Nyeggen, Debbie Kannel-Howard, Mackenzie Marks,
Kim Morth, Wendy Wegerer, Gary Williams, Sherry
Y ork, Shirley Raechke, Paul Krauss, Ann Mueller, Sue
Beard, Raymond Beavens, Cohen Cudd, Carol Bennett,
Larry and RitaButler, Tony DeSantis, Jeanine, Eric Hove,
Ronald Hove, Heather Johnson, Jolene Johnston, Will
Mezger, Carter Sorenson, Amanda Swanson, Jody
VanDomelen, Troy Viegut, Dylan Ward, Nikki Weir, Ann
Weélls, Marvel Allen, Jeri Lee-Beaty, Todd Chowan,
Shelly Cinali, Mary Cottrell, Father Tom Donaldson, Gary
Ehle, Jenny Klemm, Jenny, Josie, Irene Krause, Jeff
Lawrence, MonicaMcDonald, Roger Smith, Monie Van,
Scott Wagner, Josh Willoughby, Mary Ann Putzier.

Long-Term Prayers. Gwen Swanson, Jim Gebhard,

Margaret Hofmeister, Rollie Krauss, Kathryn Chambers,
Joyce Christensen, Sherry Y ork, Evelyn Swanson, Shirley
Raechke, Bettie Hinz, Ann Mueller, Charlotte Krause,
Dean Klemm, Arlene Denzer, Sandy Johnson, Jim Kenall,
LiaKing, Mary Ann Putzeier, Margie and Bob Braff.

Pray for those who grieve theloss of loved ones:

Please pray for comfort and consolation for Geri Owen
family in the death of sister-in-law, Lola Hayes

Melanie Johnson family in death of nephew, Joe Fern

Mike Lifto family and friends on the passing of Verna
Lifto

Silent Auction to
Support Missionary
Work in Japan
March 18-28!

"What can | give him, poor as|
am? If | were ashepherd, |
would bring alamb.

If | were awise man, | would do my part. Yet what can |
give him? Give him my heart."

What would you give to Jesus so that Christians in Japan
who feel called into ministry can be trained to carry out
the work of the Church there? Patrick and Jacqueline
Bencke along with their daughters Emilie and Hannah are
in Japan, teaching English and working with music
ministries. Thisiswork they do on behalf of al of usin
the ELCA. Each year we take our part in supporting
ELCA missionaries, and we are linked with thisfamily in
Kumamoto, Japan.

We are asking membersand friendsof ELC

to contributethingsthat can be auctioned via a

silent auction March 18-28. Please consider what you
can provide that someone else would like to bid on and
buy for themselves or as an Easter gift for someone. You
can contribute gift items, crafts, or baked goods; you can
offer tickets to events, meals in restaurants or your home;
or you can offer services from sewing on buttons to
shoveling snow. Use your creativity, and think of how
you can offer something for the common effort. Thank
you in advance for your gifts!

The auction will work asfollows! The auction will be set
up on March 16/17 , so please bring your itemsin to
church by Wednesday, March 14. Please plan to be part
of worship on those Sundays and Wednesdays to put in an
offer or two or three! The final bids will be settled by the
beginning of the Lenten worship on March 28. The
highest (last) bidder takes the item. Things may be paid
for and taken home immediately after worship that
evening or as soon as possible thereafter from the church
office.

Remember all proceeds will go to benefit the missionary
work of the Bencke family. Thisis blessed work that is
done in God®name and on behalf of the ELCA. We need
your help to make thisa success! And may God bless our
efforts with joy and "abundance for every good work"!

Cross Beams - February 2012
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5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan

This plan will get you through the New Testament in 5 days
aweek, 5 minutesaday. You will be ableto read the
complete New Testament by reading one chapter each day
focusing on Jesus’ ministry and the church. Find atime and
aplace to spend time with God’s word each day. By the end
of the year you will have a comprehensive look of the New
Testament that will guide and direct you in your daily life.

5 minutes a day

If you're not currently reading the Bible, start with 5 minutes
aday. Thisreading plan will take you through all 260
chapters of the New Testament, one chapter per day. The
gospels are read throughout the year to keep the story of
Jesus fresh al year.

5 days a week

Determine atime and location to spend 5 minutes aday for 5
days aweek. It is best to have a consistent time and a quiet
place where you can regularly meet with the Lord.

5 waysto dig deeper

We must pause in our reading to dig into the Bible. Below
are 5 different ways to dig deeper each day. These exercises
will encourage meditation. We recommend trying asingle
idea for aweek to find what works best for you. Remember
to keep a pen and paper ready to capture God' sinsights.

1. Underline or highlight key words or phrasesin the Bible
passage. Use a pen or highlighter to mark new discoveries
from the text. Periodically review your markings to see what
God isteaching you.

2. Put it into your own words. Read the passage or verse
slowly, then rewrite each phrase or sentence using your own
words.

3. Ask and answer some questions. Questions unlock new
discoveries and meanings. Ask questions about the passage
using these words: who, what, why, when, where, or how.
Jot down some thoughts on how you would answer these
guestions.

4. Capturethe big idea. God's Word communicates big
ideas. Periodically ask, What’ sthe big idea in this sentence,
paragraph, or chapter?

5. Personalize the meaning. When God speaks to us
through the Scriptures, we must respond. A helpful habit
is personalizing the Bible through application.

Ask: How could my life be different today as | respond to
what I’'m reading?

Using the plan

Each week you will read for 5 days. This plan allows you
to use the other days as “catch up” daysor asatimeto
reflect on the past weeks readings and dig a little deeper!

DATE
February 1

© 00 N O O WO DN
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February Plan
READING COMPLETED

Acts8
Acts9
Reflection
Reflection
Acts 10
Acts11
Acts 12
Acts 13
Acts 14
Reflection
Reflection
Acts 15
Acts 16
Acts 17
Acts 18
Acts 19
Reflection
Reflection
Acts 20
Acts21
Acts 22
Acts 23
Acts 24
Reflection
Reflection
Acts 25
Acts 26

Acts 27

Pick your favorite
story from the Old
Testament
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General Fund EXPENSES
English Lutheran Church 2011

Month Actual Actual Actual Actual
Monthly Monthly
|ncome Expen% Year tO Date Y%.r tO Date
Expenses
Income

Dec $41,712 $ 24,034 $312,449 $288,349
2011

Gifts of Love

Weekly offerings received for the mission and
ministry of English Lutheran Church through the
Genera Fund and for mortgage payments through
the Building Fund.

Date General Fund | Building Fund
Date 8:00 9:15 |10:45 |Totals January 1—7 $ 3,432.05 $ 309.00
January 1 15 |38 39 | 92 January 8— 14 |$ 429810 |$ 529.00
January 8 43 145 51 239

January 15—21 |$ 6,314.26 $ 244.00
January 15 46 112 80 | 238

January 22— 26 |$ 3,445.00 $ 268.00
January 22 41 123 47 | 211

Totals $ 17,489.41 $1,350.00
January 29 ? ? ? ?
Totals 142 418 | 217 777 M ortgage Status. Monthly Mortgage payment is

$1,564. Principal balance as of January 31, 2012, is

Average 36 105 |54 195 $207,408.52.1
Attendance
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February 2012 Hospitality

February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26
8:00 am Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolytes:
Traditional .
Service Greeters. Dave & Bev Greeters: Dave & Bev Greeters: Greeters.
Greeley Greeley Head Usher:
Head Usher:
Head Usher: Head Usher: Ushers:
Ushers: _
Ushers: Ushers: Communion Servers:
Communion Servers:
Communion Servers: Communion Servers: Nursery:
Power Point: Power Point: Power Point: i
Michelle Westberg Fove o
9:15 am Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolytes:
Celepratlon Greeters: Timand Karen Greeters: Pat and Jodi Linder | Greeters: Pat and Jodi Linder | Greeters: Timand Karen
Service Dahl Dahl
: i H : Jeff Reddi ;
. . Head Usher: Jeff Redding ead Usher: Jeff Redding e b e
Head Usher: Jeff Redding Uic
_ hvon Hofmeigter Ushers: DeannaRedding | Ushers: Jack and Sharon
Ushers: Deanna Redding Jack & Sharon Hofmeister Hofmeister
JaCk and Sharon HOfme|Ser Communion Servers:
Pat and Jodi Linder | Communion Servers: Communion Servers.
Communion Servers: Pat and Jodi Linder Joel and Sharon Schulze
Jan Lindrud NUrsery: ]
Chris Karlstad . Nursery: Nursery:
Nursery: -
Power Point: Power Point: Dewer Hoirt:
Power Point: Dylan & LisaMueller Dylan & LisaMueller
Michelle Westberg
10:45 am Acolytes: Acolytes; Acolytes: Acolytes:
Encqunter Greeters: Greeters: Greeters: Greeters.
Service
Head Usher: Head Usher: Head Usher: Head Usher:
Ushers: Ushers: Ushers: Ushers:
Communion Servers; Communion Servers: Communion Servers: Communion Servers:
Nursery: Julie Belz Nursery: LaDona M aher Nursery: LaDona Maher Nursery: LaDona Maher
Power Point: Dixie Basch Power Point: Dixie Basch Power Point: Dixie Basch Power Point:
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WEEK ONE:

Wednesday, February 1

9:00 am Quilter's Workday
3—5pm Youth House Open

(High School Only)
Mission Trip Meeting
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Workshop
Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Thursday, February 2
3-5 pm Y outh House Open
(Middle School Only)

WEEK TWO:

Sunday, February 5
Cinnamon Rolls Served
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9:15am Contemporary Worship
10:45 am Encounter Worship
5:30 pm THE LANDING
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Epiphany 5

Tuesday, February 7
7:30pm  Al-Anon

Wednesday, February 8

9:00am Women's Bible Study
4:00 pm CrossBeamsDeadline
3—5pm Youth House Open

(High School Only)
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Workshop
Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Thursday, February 9
3-5 pm Y outh House Open
(Middle School Only)

Saturday, February 11
10: 00 am to Noon Baking Barsin
Church Kitchen

WEEK THREE:

Sunday, February 12
8:00 am
9:15am

10:45 am
5:30 pm

Monday, February 13
7:00 pm Personnel Meeting

Epiphany 6
Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Encounter Worship

Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, February 14
6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting
7:30 pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, February 15
9:00 am Quilter’'s Workday
3—5pm Y outh House Open

(High School Only)

5—7 pm High School Y outh Group
6:45 pm Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Biblical Narrative
7:45 pm Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

Thursday, February 16
3—5pm Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)

Friday, February 17
6:30 pm Marriage Course Begins

WEEK FOUR:

Sunday, February 19 Epiphany 7
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9—10:30 am Parish Nurse
9:15am Contemporary Worship
9:15am Sunday School

10:45 am Encounter Worship
5:30 pm THE LANDING
5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday, February 20
9:00 am Print Cross Beams

Tuesday, February 21

5:30 pm Prayer Team/Prayer Shawls
6:30 pm Congregational Council Mtg
7:00 pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, February 22

Ash Wednesday
9:00am Quilter’'s Workday
3—5 pm Y outh House Open

(High School Only)

High School Y outh
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm  Confirmation Workshop
7:45 pm Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

Thursday, February 23

3—5pm Youth House Open
(Middle School Only)

7:00 pm  Thrivent Workshop

5—7 pm
6:45 pm

Friday, February 24
6:30pm  Marriage Course

WEEK FIVE:
|
Sunday, February 26 1st Sunday of Lent

8:00am Traditional Worship
9:15am Contemporary Worship
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am  Encounter Worship
5:30pm THE LANDING
5:30pm Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, February 28
7:30 pm Al-Anon

Wednesday, February 29
3—5pm Youth House Open

(High School Only)

High School Y outh
Hosanna Choir Rehearsal
Guide Huddle

Spiritual Nature Rehearsal

5—7 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

February 17, 2012
Marriage Course Begins

February 29, 2012 - March 28, 2012
Lent Worship Services

March 11, 2012
Daylight Saving Time
Begins

March 15, 2012
Baptism Class

Mar ch 20, 2012
Sharing & Caring

March 22 & 29, 2012
Communion Class

April 5, 2012
Maundy Thursday Worship
Service

April 6, 2012
Good Friday Worship
Service

April 8, 2012
Easter Worship Services

Cross Beams - February 2012
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 54011

(Address service requested)

Mission Statement

We, the members of English Lutheran Church, have
been called together by God slove in Jesus Christ and
equipped by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel.
Through the Word and the Sacraments, our mission isto
invite and welcome people into a relationship with Jesus
Christ and his Church.

It is our intention to provide a nurturing environment for
growth in faith, fellowship, witness and service.

CROSSBEAMS

Published monthly by English Lutheran Church
Ellsworth, Wisconsin Telephone 715-273-4617
Email: bradlindberg@englishlutheranchurch.org

Editor. ..o Brad Lindberg
ATISE e Kristi McKahan
Managing Editor .........cccccevevvvveneceeeenen, Sue Hood
1111 LaDawn Starkey
Assembly Chairperson..........cce..... Mary Hoffmyier

Sunday Worship Times..8:00, 9:15 & 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School for preschool Grade 6
September through May.........ccceeeneenee. 9:15a.m.
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