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Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community. www.englishlutheranchurch.org  

Cross Beams 
June 2019 

Do Kindness 

ELC & Children’s Choir 

Confirmation End of Year Party 

Graduate Quilts 
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PASTOR JEFF’S ARTICLE 

“…the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 1:14 

 

Have you ever had a really rotten day, only to have it made immeasurably better by the grace of another?  

 

I’ve lost track of how many times I’ve come home from an especially long or hard day at work, when 

seemingly nothing has gone right or as planned, and when the “To Do List” has only gotten longer and a 

true “day off” with no work duties is nowhere in sight…when something amazing happens. Just when I’m 

feeling at my wits end, one of my four children will come give me a hug, or cuddle up next to me, and 

maybe rub my back. In that moment, it’s as if all my troubles vanish in an instant. My whole outlook on life 

changes as I’m reminded of our Lord’s constant, caring, unconditional love for us… all because of the 

simple, caring actions of one of my children. 

 

So here’s the thing: we can all do the same thing for others. WE can be the ones who share the love of 

Christ with others who also might be having a horribly rotten day, week, month, or even decade! WE can 

be the ones to remind them that they are not alone, that God and Jesus love them, and that they are a 

beloved child of God. 

 

I challenge all of you who have taken the time to read this article, to make a conscious effort to look for 

ways each day to be a light in a fellow human being’s darkness and to share the love of Christ with them. 

Finally, may you experience Jesus’ love and grace each day as well! 

 

 

             Living in the light of Christ, 

 

 

 

             Pastor Jeff 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Fair Stand 
August 7—11 

Work at the Fair Stand 
The fair stand usually brings in 10% 
of the church’s income.  It’s a huge 
blessing for English Lutheran and a 

wonderful chance for fellowship! Please consider 
signing up to help with the English Lutheran Church 
fair stand at the 2019 Pierce County Fair. Sign up 
sheets are in the back of the church, or call the 
office.  There are many openings to be filled! 
 

Help us Make the Soup & Gravy! 
We will be making soup for the fair stand and need 
folks to cut up the vegetables and add 
them to the already cooked and cut up 
meat. We will cook the meat the night 
before and could use some help cutting 
up the cooked meat.  Watch for dates.  
 
We will need help making the gravy the week of the 
fair.  Watch for specific times. 

Graduate Quilts 

We honored graduating high school seniors on 
Sunday, May 19.  Quilts were given to each 
graduate during worship services.   
 

Reese Bartels    Logan Benson 
Wyatt Borth   Jonathan Cain 
Carter Christensen  Erica Feuerhelm 
Lucas Flom   Mac Gardas 
Christopher Luchsinger Logan Melstrom 
Alyson Reuvers   Michael Segerstrom 
Cole Woodland 
 

Congratulations to all who are graduating! 

Geraniums for Pentecost 
 

Thank you to the following folks for helping to 
decorate the sanctuary for Pentecost with red 
geraniums. 
 
 
 

Janet Arndt   Dave & Bev Greeley 
Augie & Debra Hohl  Darla & Bill Moquin 
Lisa Mueller   Dale & Vicki Nelson 
Patricia Richert   Joel & Sharon Schulze 
Mark & Mary Sokolik  Lee & Jeanette Wright 

Nilssen’s Food 
Stand  

 
Visit the food stand at 
Nilssen’s Foods this 
summer! 
 

Visit the food stand on Saturday & Sunday, June 
15 & 16, to support our youth raising funds for 
their mission trip to Virginia. 

Meat Raffle at Broz 
Join us at a Meat Raffle, Sunday, June 30, 4:30 to 
6:30 pm at Broz Bar in East End Ellsworth.  This 
benefits the English Lutheran Church youth going on 
the mission trip to Virginia in July.  Come out to 
support our youth! 

Sharing Shed 
 

Its time to transition the Sharing Shed to the 
summer season!  You can help!  Donations are 
needed to fill the shed with personal hygiene items 

such as toothpaste, band-aids, 
toilet paper, soap, shampoo, 
etc.  Summer supplies could 
include summer sporting 
equipment and summer clothing, 
such as socks, shoes, t-shirts, 
etc.  Sleeping bags would also be 
a possibility.   

Wear Red for Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9, is Pentecost Sunday.  We 
traditionally wear red to celebrate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjW46borsPMAhXKRiYKHUsICXQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fquiltingday%2Fgeranium-love%2F&psig=AFQjCNERk4wuax6irVdRoI2hqtBermVrTg&ust=1462552496544315
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CHURCH NEWS 

Funeral Luncheon 
Volunteers 

We are in need of updating our list of 
volunteers for luncheons for funerals at our 
church.  If you have a new number or have 
disconnected an old number, please contact 
us with your updated information.   
 
We are also looking for a few more folks to 
help us out.  This includes setting up, serving, 
and cleaning up for funeral luncheons.  Please 
contact the church office if you are available to 
help. 

Happy 68th Wedding 
Anniversary to  

Burt & Lila Larson! 
 

Sunday, June 23, 9:30 am 
Celebrate with Burt & Lila Larson between 
worship services with cake and coffee.  All are 
welcome to join in the celebration! 

Thrivent Financial 
John Levi from Thrivent will join us on 
Tuesday, July 30, at 6:30 pm to present 
information about options for investments for 
the funds from Helen Jacobson’s Estate.   

Backpack Program 
 
New this summer, we will be continuing the 
school backpack program through the 
summer.  This is a program that Zion 
Covenant Church coordinates through the 
school year, but is not run in the summer.  
Our Children, Youth, and Family team first 
informally talked about it in our May meeting. 
 
The next day, a grant opportunity fell into our laps and we 
said, maybe…  That’s when God said—YES!  In a very 
short time frame, everything just fell into place.  The 
director at our Ellsworth Food Pantry, Jennifer Thatcher, 
called us as she had heard we may be interested.  She 
met with us and said, we have the same goal, get the food 
to those who need it, so let’s do it!  The food pantry has 
food they can provide for us to get to the families.  Council 
approved $500 from the Thrivent Choice fund, to help us 
get started and we will seek other funding opportunities as 
well.  The food pantry offered us their current backpack 
program space and supplies and help from their 
volunteers.  Carol Stockwell, from Zion who coordinates 
their program, met with us and is so supportive and 
excited that we will continue this program for the families.  
All of these folks have really made the difference to give us 
the support we need to get started!  They are all amazing 
in the work they do for the community and families in need! 
 
We are very excited to be able to offer this to, potentially, 
22 families this summer.  There are 22 families currently in 
the Backpack Program during the school year.  All of that 
said, we are in the midst of beginning this and may need 
your help.  How can you help—we’re still figuring that part 
out!  We do know we need: 
† Your prayers! 
† Some kid-friendly single-serve type foods that the food 

pantry can’t get—for example—single serve pudding or 
Jell-O.  Donations can be brought to the church.  More 
to come on specific needs as we go. 

† Volunteers to help pack once a week, Wednesday 
afternoons.  Also, more to come on that! 

† While the food shelf can do lots with our funds to 
purchase through Second Harvest, they are currently in 
need of funds to help with their operating expenses—
keeping a roof over their heads!  If you are interested in 
supporting them, this is where funds are needed. 

 
Contact Kayla Zimmer or Trina Groen with any questions 
or if you’d like to help in any way.  Or call the church office. 
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Summer Bible Camp 
Kids who are entering grades 1-12 are encouraged to 
come to Luther Point Bible Camp this summer.  
 

The summer schedule is available on the Luther Point 
website:  lutherpoint.org.  Printed schedules are 
available at church. 
 
Its not too late to sign up now for a week or half week at 
Bible camp! 
 
 

Luther Point Bible Camp offers 
camperships so that anyone who 
wishes to attend camp is able to 
do so. 

CHURCH NEWS 

Music Corner 
 
 

Thank you to the ELC Choir for their 

hard work and gift of time and efforts 

this past year!   

 

In addition, vocal soloist Brooklyn Gabert and the Kids 

Choir did great on Mother’s Day!  Thank you! 

 

Musician Ben Peterson (an EHS graduate) will be back 

to ELC to perform on saxophone for Pentecost, 

Sunday, June 9. 

 

       ~ Jess Monett 

   music@englishlutheranchurch.org  

Thank You Notes 
 
Thank you to the quilters for their beautiful 
handiwork on the quilts for the graduates!  We 
appreciate your help.  Thank you for the 
donations and Thrivent for the Action Team 
card. 
     ~ Tammy & Judy 
 
Thank you to all of our confirmation guides 
who volunteer their time each week with our  
7-9th grade students. 
 
Thank you to the Sunday school teachers who 
spend time teaching the children in our church 
each Sunday morning. 
 
Thank you to the Sunday school children and 
the choir for the beautiful music on Mother’s 
Day!  Thank you to Jess Monett, Renee  
Van Nocker and Crystal Johnson for 
organizing the event! 

Camp Scholarships  
If your child is attending a Bible camp this summer, 
scholarships are available!  Children in grade 6 and 
younger are eligible.  Please send your child’s name, 
grade level, and camp they are attending to the children’s 
ministry email - 
childrensministry@englishlutheranchurch.org. 

Youth VBS Night 
Wednesday, June 19, 5:00 to 7:00 pm 

 

Youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to come to 
our Youth VBS night!  Luther Point Bible Camp 
counselors will lead the event with: 
 

• Bible Study 
• Activities 
• Supper 
• Games 
• FUN, FUN, FUN!!! 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

I want to start out by saying THANK YOU!  Thank you to the Sunday 
school children for a great year.  They have accomplished a 
tremendous amount of good work.  We are very proud of you and your 
presence in the community.  Thank you to the Sunday school teachers 
for your dedication to these children every Sunday.  We appreciate 
your time and effort in teaching about God’s love.  Thank you to the 
families of our Sunday school children for bringing them and helping 
them grow in their faith.  Thank you to the congregation.  Your support 
in our noisy offerings has allowed us to support other children in the 

community by providing them money for lunches, filling backpacks, and providing them comfort in times of 
need.  And I would like to personally thank my co-coordinator, Crystal Johnson, for her support this year.  
Your ideas and dedication did not go unnoticed and I appreciated your help greatly!   

If you would like to help with Sunday school next fall, please contact me at 920-960-3137 or 
childrensministry@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Thank you all for a blessed 2018/2019 Sunday school year.  We look forward to seeing you in September. 

Renee Van Nocker 

Vacation Bible School 
June 17-20, 2019 

Monday-Thursday ~ 12:30-4:30 pm 
 

Luther Point Bible Camp Counselors will lead our VBS. 
 

Games, Crafts, Bible Study, Lunch, Songs, and lots of fun!! 
 

Lunch is served every day!! 
 

We are excited about our upcoming Vacation Bible School. 
 

Thank you to our volunteers and coordinators!   
Your time is much appreciated! 

 
Please pray for the counselors, volunteers, children and 
families in our congregation and community during our 

Vacation Bible School week and as we complete preparations. 
 

Call English Lutheran Church office at 715-273-4617  
or email  office@englishlutheranchurch.org    

with any questions. 

Pray! 

Children’s Sermon 

mailto:office@englishlutheranchurch.org
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Special Prayers: 
 

Prayers for the family of Dennis & Lisa Boettcher on the death  

 of Lisa’s mom, Verneal Johnson. 

 

Healing:      

Joyce Hines 

Maxine Luchsinger ~ Medical Issue 

Jerome Huppert ~ Broken Hip 

 

Long-term:  

Clint Olson 

Kim Morth ~ Hospice 

Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter ~ Multiple 

System Atrophy 

Judy Hince, Darla Moquin’s Cousin ~ Stroke 

David R. Johnson 

Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s 

Ed Sanders, Diane Wiskerchen’s Dad 

Joyce Geister, Julie Baggenstoss & Carol Melstrom’s Mother 

Hazel Wegerer ~ Dementia 

Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter 

Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health 

Dale & Marianne Melstrom 

Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes 

Muriel Jeffrey, Nancy Ellefson’s Sister 

Sherry York 

Wendy Wegerer ~ Health Issues 

Esther Risberg, Julie Davis’ Mother 

 

 

Military service:  

Zack Daleiden, Cody Tschida & Johnathan Bergman 

Deaconess 

The role of the Deaconess consists 
of sending thoughts, well wishes, 
and congratulations to members of 
our church to let them know we are 
thinking of them.   
 

Please notify the church office or 
any deaconess worker with any 
prayers.   
 

Deaconess for June  
  ~ Vi Wilhelm 

PRAYERS  
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CHURCH NEWS 

2019 Synod Assembly Report 
 

“May the Faith Be With You”  (using Star Wars as the backdrop) 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Eau Claire hosted the first Synod Assembly chaired by Bishop Laurie     
Skow-Anderson on Saturday, May 4. 
  
Following the opening worship, Bishop Laurie led us through the business happenings in the synod over 
the past year.   
 

The Bold Generosity campaign synod-wide generated $420,000 in gifts- of which $100,000 was granted 
to 17 recent seminary graduates to reduce their student debt load, $16,000 was given out to 
congregations in technology grants ($45,000 remains in that grant fund), $35,000 was given to the 
ELCA national church, and $5000 was designated for Malawi. Monies were also used to support the 
expenses of the recent Walking Together workshop. 
 

A synod goal is to revitalize the synod endowment program with an attempt to grow it from $300,000 to 
$600,000 with legacy giving. 
 

Two 2019 seminary graduates were recognized and thanked for their commitment to the ministry.  They 
are both awaiting calls and ordination. 
 

Nine synodically authorized ministers (SAMS) were introduced.  These lay persons have been trained 
and are authorized to conduct worship, preach, and perform the sacraments.  Due to a pastoral 
shortage in the synod, they serve in congregations that have long term vacancies or may be a multiple 
point parish. 
 

The Women of the ELCA are taking on the cause of human trafficking in Wisconsin, recently speaking 
to the state legislature in support of 3 bills currently in committee and encouraging all ELCA women to 
contact their representatives to support these votes.  (Information is posted on the bulletin board outside 
of the ELC offices.) 
 

2020 will mark the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Lutheran women and will be honored and 
celebrated church wide next year.  70 women are active pastors in NW Wisconsin and 15 hold the title 
of Bishop within the ELCA's 65 synods.  Watch for information and events. 
 

This year the NW Synod of Wisconsin and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Malawi have been in 
partnership for 20 years!  50 congregations are currently matched with a partner congregation and the 
Lutheran Church is rapidly growing there.  In honor of this partnership anniversary, a goal of funding 2 
deep wells ($20,000) has been set.  A Flood and Storm Relief fund has also been established and as of 
5/3/19 has generated $41,000 to support medical aid to the victims, feeding 
centers, and food security.  This fund is still receiving donations so please give 
if you are able. 11 persons from the Eau Claire area, including Bishop Laurie, 
plan travel to Malawi later this year and it is hoped that in the next 2 years 
several young adults from Malawi can be brought to Wisconsin in an 
exchange.   
 

The Synod Assembly offering this year was designated to be split between the 
Malawi Pastors Academy and the Malawi Anniversary Well Fund.  English 
Lutheran Church contributed $300 toward the offering totaling $6277! 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 2019 assembly. 
 

Sharon and Joel Schulze 
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FINANCIAL UPDATES & COUNCIL 

Mortgage 
 

As of May 7, 2019, the mortgage 

balance is $11,841.56.  

Payments due are $1,315. 

 

We received generous donations 

of $2,480 towards the mortgage 

in April & May!  This payment 

was sent to Thrivent with the May 

payment and will be reflected in 

the June statement.   

 

The current payment of $1,315 

consists of $1,268.13 principal 

and $46.87 interest. 

Month Actual 
Monthly 
Income 

Actual 
Monthly 
Expense  

Actual         
YTD 

Income 

Actual     
YTD 

Expenses 

January 13,311.10 24,796.61 13,311.10 24,796.61 

February 11,698.10 19,719.90 25,009.20 44,516.51 

March 38,575.62 30,103.14 63,584.82 74,619.65 

April 23,068.12 19,495.12 86,652.94 94,114.77 

2019 General Fund 

Week of: 8:30 10:00 Total 

May 5 28 65 93 

May 12 62 78 140 

May 19 42 111 153 

May 26 32 26 58 

Totals: 164 280 444 

Average: 41 70 111 

2019 Sunday Avg. 47 88 135 

Worship Attendance 

       May Council Notes 
 

† Reviewed Continuing Resolutions. All committees shall have 3-5 members 
including council liaison with no term limits. Add Children, Youth and Family 
Committee and Music and Worship Committee to Continuing Resolution Committee teams. More at the 
June council meeting.  

† Julie Davis volunteered to be the council liaison to the Personnal Committee. 
† Mortgage update. If payments are left as is the mortgage balance of $8,093.02 will be paid off by 

November. The council voted to have volunteer funds from the Cheese Curd Fest go toward the mortgage.  
† Discussed following up with the volunteer chart completed by English Lutheran Church members. The 

Stewardship Committee will follow up with this.  
† Discussed what God would have us do with the South property. Cleaning up the property, landscaping, 

various ideas for uses.  
† Summer Backpack Program. Discussed partnering with other churches and the food shelf. The council 

approved $500 from Thrivent Choice for funding. 
† Sharing Shed: Discussion of what products to have in the shed at different times/seasons and volunteers 

to run it throughout the year.   
† The council will frame questions into God questions at each council meeting.  
† Youth Leader- Discussed having a prioritized list from CYF of youth leader responsibilities by the July 

council meeting. Funding for the youth leader will be tabled until list is summitted.   
† Microphones- Combine funds from undesignated Memorial and Gifts fund, Healthy Start fund, and $1,000 

from the Fairstand Fund to pay for the new microphones. 
† The audit report was completed. No issues found. 
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COMMUNITY 

On Your Mark, Get Set, Go!  
Register today for First Choice Clinic’s 5k Run & 
Walk for Life – Sat. June 15

th
 

 

Please join us for a fun-filled morning. In addition 
to the 5K Run/ Walk and Kid’s Fun Run, there will 
be a bouncy house, card making for Father’s Day 
and crafts, and silent auction. 
 

All activities will take place at Bay Point Park in 
Red Wing, MN.   
 

Go to www.FirstChoiceClinicRW.com under the 
events tab to for more information and to register 
or call FCC at (651) 267-4357. 
 

Same day registration/check in begins at 8am, 
kids run – 9am, 5k - 9:30 
 

Have questions? Call (651) 267-4357 or email 
info@firstchoiceclinicrw.com 

Volunteers Needed 

Adoray Home Health and Hospice is currently recruiting for volunteers 
to help with our upcoming Pop-Up Treasures from the Heart Sale that 
will be held at the Hudson Golf Club June 26-June 29, 2019. We are 
looking for people to help take donations prior to the sale, move 
furniture, cashier, and provide customer service at the sale. We are 
also looking for groups in advance to pick-up furniture in Hudson. 
  

Current volunteer hour needs: 
  Donation Drop-off Hours: 
Friday, June 14 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 15 – 9:00 am  - 5:00 pm 
Friday, June 21 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 22 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
  

 Pop Up Sale Hours and Dates: 
Wednesday, June 26  - 11:00 – 7:00 pm 
Thursday, June 27 – 11:00 – 7:00 pm 
Friday, June 28 – 9:00 – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 29 – 9:00 – 5:00 pm 
  

Adoray is a not- for profit organization that provides home health, 
palliative, and hospice services to western and northwestern 
Wisconsin. The Treasures from the Heart stores were developed 20 
years ago to make up any funding needed. Proceeds from this sale 
will go toward putting a new roof onto the Baldwin Treasures from 
the Heart store. Please contact Amanda Gustafson at 715-629-1914 or  
via e-mail at a.gustafson@adorayhomecare.org. 

http://www.FirstChoiceClinicRW.com
mailto:info@firstchoiceclinicrw.com
mailto:a.gustafson@adorayhomecare.org
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English Lutheran Church 

229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  

Fax :  715-273-5974 
Church website: 

http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 

Sunday Worship Times 
 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 

Cross Beams  

 
Published monthly by: 
English Lutheran Church 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.  
 
Email:   
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Staff 
 

Pastor, Jeff Smith 
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org 
Office:   715-273-4617 
Cell:      651-235-7204 (preferably 9 am-9 pm) 
Call or text any time for urgent pastoral care. 
 

Communications Coordinator & 
Finance Administrator, Trina Groen  
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 

Custodian, Julie Baggenstoss 
 

Music Director, Jess Monett 
music@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Our Mission: 
 

To share Christ’s unconditional love, 
inspiring us all for service to others. 

The church office is open: 

 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Closed on Tuesdays. 

Congregational Council 
 

President:  Warren Johnson 
Vice President:  Dennis Boettcher 
Treasurer:  Gary Onan 
Secretary:  Julie Davis 
Peter Carr 
Joyce Karlstad 
Dean Mewes 
Kristen Kinneman 
Lynette Winger 

Summer 
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June 2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  


