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One of my favorite stories in the bible is the Prodigal Son, from Luke’s Gospel. It hits hard for me
because | have often felt like that prodigal son. | wandered away for a while but ended up coming
back home as a change person after going through many hardships. Most were my own choosing
too. In the 15th chapter of Luke, we have 3 stories of the one who lost has now been found. On of
the other stories is the parable of the lost coin, where a woman loses a coin and then tears apart
her house to find it. When she finds it, she tells her friends to rejoice with her because she has
found the coin that had been lost. And the other one is the parable of the lost sheep, where the
shepherd leaves behind the other 99 sheep to go find the one that is lost. Jesus tells us that the
shepherd finds that lost sheep and tells his audience that there will be more joy in heaven over the
one who repents than the over the 99 who have never needed redemption.

| preached on that passage a few weeks ago and | mentioned what it is like to be that one. | was the
one that was lost and it was a life-changing experience to be rescued. | was lost and out in the cold
and the good shepherd (Jesus) found me and brought me back into the fold. One other thing that |
said was that we go through phases in our lives. Sometimes we are that lost sheep. And there will
be other times in our lives when we are part of the flock, and we have to celebrate when that lost
one is found. Do you know, | think that it’s harder to be part of the 99 than it is to be lost one. | love
a good redemption story, when | am the one that is being redeemed.

Being part of the 997 That is a totally different experience, and it is one that brings envy and
jealousy. In the story of the Prodigal Son, there is the older brother, who is faithful to Dad, who
doesn’t leave his side. And when Dad throws a party to celebrate his greedy, grubby, snot-faced
brother coming back home, | can understand his resentment. It’s hard to not be jealous and | guess
that is the rub of the Gospel.

Being a Christian is hard work. We want it to be all sunshine and roses, but God calls us to do work,
sometimes really hard work. Being redeemed is the easy part. Being ready to welcome in others
who have been redeemed, that is the hard part. We are all about mercy when we are in the wrong,
but when someone wrongs us, we scream for justice. Jesus showed us how to love the world, which
is what we are called to do. To love everyone, regardless of what barriers we want to put up. Jesus
tears down those barriers. Like the curtain in the Temple that separated God from us was torn from
top to bottom when Jesus died, God tears down the walls that we build up. Jesus shows us the
Father and teaches us how to love. And when we begin to grasp that, we begin to experience peace.
Forgiveness is not only a gift for the one being forgiven. Forgiveness is a gift for us, it helps us to
move beyond the hurts that have been caused to us. While there is celebration over the one who is
lost, the 99 will learn a new peace as well when they learn to forgive. Amen.
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CHURCH NEWS/EVENTS

Heart-Touching One Life at a Time

Mission Statement: To reach children and families in
tough financial situations. We can assist with basic
needs by providing clothing, shoes, coats, toys, or
other essential items to help alleviate the
challenges faced in these difficult situations.

Heart is here to lend a helping hand to families who
need support during tough times. We have access
to furniture, school supplies, laundry soap, coats,
bikes, toys, and an array of other items.

Recipients will be vetted to confirm the needs.
There are limits to what we can offer. We can help
families at Christmas with gifts for children, and we
work with the Gift Box Program as well as Basics for
Kids with donations of coats and boots.

We are here to help change lives and improve the
quality of life for those who need a helping hand.
We are not allowed to help with things like rent,
utility bills, etc. If you are in need or know someone
else in need, please reach out to Cindy at 715-307-
9615 or Donna at 715-307-2213.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game
We are planning an outing to Target Field
on Saturday, September 12™. The Twins
will host the Cleveland Guardians at 3:10
PM. We will rent a bus to transport us to
and from the game. The details will be
finalized soon. Talk to Pastor Pete if you

~,

are interested! /%

Due to your genorous
donation of time
volunteering this summer,
we received a check from
the FFA Truck Pull in the
amont of $800 and from
the Cheese Curd Festival
$480.

Feed My Starving Children

English Lutheran Church has supported Feed My
Starving Children for several years by sending groups
of volunteers to package nutritious MannaPack meals.
These scientifically formulated packets, which only
require hot water to reconstitute and serve, have been
shipped around the world to 110 countries since 1987.
Over 5 BILLION MEALS have fed so many needy
families and children saving them from severe
malnutrition and even death.

Feed My Starving Children is now requesting attention
from all of us to address a worldwide problem that is
only expanding. As we all sit down to 2 or 3 perfectly
adequate meals daily, too many of our world
neighbors, many of them children, are starving. In
communications from FMSC they have shared that
distributing food partners around the world requested
625 million meals this past year. FMSC could only
provide 400 million meals. An additional 550,000
children could be fed if production could be
increased.

Are you someone who could help? Financial support is
always needed to continue the production and
shipping of 400 million meals a year. Perhaps you are
able to financially help support the packing of
MannaPacks. FMSC would be very grateful for your
one time or ongoing gift. Maybe you are interested in
the Invest Today, Feed Tomorrow initiative which
hopes to raise the remaining $1 million of the $15
million goal to expand MannaPack production to
address the growing need. Anything that you can do
will provide critical lifechanging/lifesaving support!

Feed My Starving Children fmsc.org/foodfirst

Women’s Brunch & Bible
Study
Please join us again in the fall.
Please watch the church
calendar and the newsletter
for updates.

Men’s Breakfasts
Thursdays at 8 a.m. We
look forward to seeing
you! The suggested
donation is $5.00 to cover
the cost of food.
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VVOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Pierce County Fair Pie Baking
We will once again be baking pies at church
for the Pierce County Fair. We invite and
encourage you to come bake with us!

We will be meeting on the following dates
to make pie:

Wednesday, August 12, 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 13, 9:00 a.m.
Friday, August 14, 6:00 a.m.
Saturday, August 15 we will assess for

Sunday

A sign-up sheet will be in the back of the

church by mid-July.

If you are not available to help bake at
church, monetary donations are also
welcome to help cover the cost of
ingredients.

If you bake pies at home, the committee
asks that you please let us know what kind
of pie you are bringing and when you plan
to bring it and only 9-inch pies for
consistency.

A sign-up sheet will be in the back of the
church.Please donate only pies that do
not require refrigeration. No cream pies,
please.

Pies may be dropped off at the fair stand
during operating hours or at the church
August 13-16 between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00

ran
ACTSs

There are baskets located by the front and back
doors of the church for donations of
nonperishable food items to support the Pierce
County Food Pantry.

The Food Pantry is in need of the following items:
Flour, Oatmeal, Sugar, Baked Beans, Dry Soup
Mix, Ramen Noodles,

Cereal, Canned Meats, Vegetable Oil
Dish Soap, Laundry Soap, Paper Towels

To donate money online: .
hungerpreventioncouncil.com, click on Give

Thank you for your “kindness”.

Ellsworth High School will be holding their
annual Day of Service on August 26, 2026. If
you have an idea for a project for them here

at Church, please let the office or
Pastor Pete know.

Volunteer opportunities available at English
Lutheran Church this summer include:
English Lutheran Food Booth at the Pierce
County Fair: August 13-16.

Worship Leaders: Volunteer to help with song
leading or playing an instrument during Sunday
morning worship

During the school year, the following volunteer
opportunities are available at English Lutheran
Church:

Sunday School: Most Sundays, 9:45-10:15 AM.
Kingdom Kids: The first Wednesday of the
month, after school, 3:30-5:00 PM.
Confirmation: Be a guide for 6th-9th graders on
Wednesday nights, 6:30-7:30 PM.

Please talk with Pastor or contact the office to
get more information! We have lots of fun when
we work together! You make a difference and are
appreciated!

The Pierce County Fair in Ellsworth,
Wisconsin, will be held from August
13 to August 16, 2026. We still need
volunteers to assist in our Fair Stand.
Please see the sign-up sheets at the
church or contact the office to get
signed up! We have several spots that
need to get filled to make our stand a
success.

Do you love to sing?

Do you enjoy performing in front of others?
Do you like to spread joy on Sunday
mornings through song?

If you answered yes, then the ELC Choir is
looking for you!

Choir will be starting the first Sunday in
September, September 6th after church
service. Music and schedules through

Christmas will be distributed&*
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Prayer requests:
Janet Arndt
Max Beck
Matt Feuerhelm
Diana Gilbertson
Julie Gore
Destin Kirchhoff

7 Dean Mewes
Judy Morrow
Darren Place

N

Sophia Sokolik
NS

Elaine Wegerer

Financial Update

June 30, 2026 Cash Balances
General Fund = $71,398.59
Dedicated Fund = $106,448.26
Total = $177,846.85
Thrivent = $118,406.58

General Fund
Income = $17,904.24
Expenses = $14,323.92

The next finance meeting:
August 11 at 6:30 p.m.

English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617

Church Website:
www.englishlutheranchurch.org
Find us on Facebook!
EnglishLutheranEllsworth

Office Hours
Please contact the office for an
appointment

office@englishlutheranchurch.org
715-273-4617

Military service prayers:

Josh Bechel
Jonathan Bergman
Kohl Flock
Ethan Ladwig

(1418

2026 Church Council

Members

President: Mark Groen
Vice President: Mike Harris
Treasurer: Eric Van Nocker
Secretary: Danielle Chollett

Cindy Baird
Miranda Mewes

( Deaconess \

The role of the Deaconess consists of sending
thoughts, well wishes, and congratulations to
members of our church to let them know we are
thinking of them. Please notify the church office or;
any deaconess worker with prayer requests.

The Deaconess for August is Mary Sokolik.

. J

( N
Staff

Pastor Pete Warren
pastorpete@englishlutheranchurch.org
Cell: 218-760-6974 Office: 715-273-4617

Communications Coordinator: Renee Van Nocker
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Office: 715-273-4617

Finance Administrator & Accompanist: Ava Maxwell
finance@englishlutheranchurch.org

Music Director: Missy Kowalchyk
music@englishlutheranchurch.org

Custodian: Tami Place
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