Do Kindness

Cross Beams
November 2018

www.englishlutheranchurch.org

Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community.

10th Grade
Confirmation
Students

Garage No Sale
3rd Graders
Receiving Bibles

Feed My Starving Children Service Event

Cross Beams - November 2018

Page 1

PASTOR JEFF’S ARTICLE

I believe in the Holy Spirit… The Apostles’ Creed
Last year we celebrated the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. On this 501st Anniversary, there will be
a lot less celebrating, including here at English Lutheran…just a Luther hymn or two. But I thought I’d use
this article to reflect a bit on a portion of the Apostles’ Creed based on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
In explaining the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed (the part about the Holy Spirit and the Church), Martin
Luther said this:
“I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept
me true in the faith…”
One of the hardest concepts to grasp, and yet one of the most important, of the Lutheran teachings is that
we can do nothing to earn our salvation on our own. We can’t even have faith on our own. Without the
prodding and calling of the Holy Spirit, none of us would have faith.
Which means that when our tenth graders affirm their baptism on Oct. 28, they’ve done nothing to earn their
salvation or God’s approval. Sure, they’ve learned a lot and grown in their faith, but that very faith is a pure
gift from God- just like it is for you and for me. And while our independent nature might like to earn our own
way or be able to boast that our faith was strong enough to save us… thanks be to God that Jesus Christ
did ALL the work of saving us, so that we need not ever doubt or wonder if our faith is strong enough to
save us. Instead, like Luther, we can boldly tell the world, “I am baptized!” Because once we were adopted
by God in baptism, our eternal fate was sealed as sons and daughters of God and brothers and sisters of
Christ. Alleluia!
In Christ’s Name,

Pastor Jeff
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CHURCH NEWS

Thanksgiving Baskets
Nothing says Thanksgiving more than turkey and mashed potatoes.
Unfortunately, having turkey, potatoes and all of the fixings is not a possibility
for some of the families in our community. This year English Lutheran will
continue the tradition of sharing Thanksgiving baskets with families in need
within our community, so that they too might sit down as a family to enjoy a
traditional Thanksgiving dinner. This is an opportunity to not only bless, but
be blessed in putting together Thanksgiving baskets for those who need them.
You can help! Gather names, donate items, or help assemble baskets.
Gather names of families or individuals. If you know of someone or if your own household is in need,
please call or email the church office. Names will be kept confidential.
Gather supplies - The confirmation youth will distribute flyers on November 7 and pick up food from the
homes they notified on November 14. You can contribute non-perishables or monetary donations.
Food can be left in the baskets at the entrances. Monetary donations should be left in the office or offering.
Write checks to English Lutheran Church, with Thanksgiving Baskets (in the memo line). Contributions need
to be in by Friday, November 16.
Suggested items you could share:
Canned sweet potatoes
Boxed instant mashed potatoes
Cranberry sauce
Boxed instant stuffing
Gravy
Canned fruits or vegetables Or any non-perishable items are welcome.
Assemble baskets: On Saturday morning, November 17, from 9-11 a.m., volunteers are needed to
assemble baskets in the Fireside Room.
Basket Pick-up: Families can pick-up their baskets on Sunday, November 18, 9:30 am - Noon.
Contact the office to help with any of these activities. Thanks for being a blessing and sharing a blessing! †

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service
Please join us and other Ellsworth Community Churches for worship on Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve,
November 21, 4:00 pm, tentatively at English Lutheran Church, but standby for details.

All Saints’ Day
All Saints’ Day is a day set aside by the church for remembering dedicated Christians
of the past. It is often called All Saints' Day or All Souls' Day. This day has been set
aside "since the Middle Ages for remembrance of the beloveds who no longer laugh
and cry with us on Earth. All Souls' Day is a beautiful occasion for contemplating how
we care for our own souls."
We will celebrate All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 4. If you wish to submit the
name of your loved ones who have died in the past year, please contact the office by
October 29, with their names and photos. Names you provide do not need to be
members of English Lutheran Church.
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CHURCH NEWS

Stewardship Campaign 2018
Would you like a chance to win (2) tickets to the November 25 Minnesota Viking vs Green Bay Packer game
at US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis? How about up to 5 chances to win the tickets?
Here's how; Turn in your 2019 Stewardship Campaign Commitment Card by November 14 to be eligible for
the drawing on Sunday November 18. If you turned in your card, by October 17, you have already earned
an additional chance. You can earn an additional chance for each of the following:
1) You already volunteer or sign up to volunteer for ANY ELC ministry.
2) You are already signed up for Electronic Giving or Sign up for Electronic Giving for next year.
3) You increase your offering compared to last year. If you selected all three of these, plus your chance for
turning in you card by November 14, you will have FOUR chances to win the tickets.

To add to the fun for this year’s campaign we are having a GUESS THE SCORE for the November 25
Viking/Packer game. Whoever comes closest to guessing the score will win a Tail Gate Party prize package
tailored to your favorite team. The winner will be announced on Sunday, December 2nd.
Forms are available in the back of church next to the Viking/Packer helmet stewardship box. So fill out your
form, volunteer, give electronically and increase your gift over last year to earn
extra chances to WIN. Campaign details are printed on the back of the form.
Go Packers!! Go Vikings!! Good luck to ALL!

Christmas
Services

TRAVELER’S CHRISTMAS

Wednesday, December 19 at 6:30 pm
A Service for Those Out-of-Town on Christmas

CHRISTMAS EVE

Monday, December 24 at 4:00 & 9:00 pm

Family Blessing & Candlelight Christmas for Ellsworth

CHRISTMAS DAY
Tuesday, December 25 at 10:00 am
Christmas for Ellsworth

FIRST SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS

Sunday, December 30 at 8:30 & 10:00 am
Christmas Carols & Hymns Service
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CHURCH NEWS

Bibles for 3rd &
7th Graders

Congratulations!

These students received Bibles in October.
3rd Graders:
Jens Christensen
Kooper Daleiden
Lane Hague
Lukas Smith
7th Graders:
Mackenzie Anderson
Mya Hill
Molly Janke
Trinity Sjoquist
Trey Wittenberg
Carson Wright

Congratulations to our 10th grade students who
confirmed their faith at the Affirmation of Baptism service
on Sunday, October 28:

Val Achenbach

Josh Bechel

Luke Benson

Allyson Cain

Whitney Elsen

Halle Flock

Seth Korman
Nicholas Maxwell
Kaitlyn Peterson
Ashlyn Sallander
Alivia Wittenberg

8th Grader:
Halle Schmidt

Thank You Notes
Thank you to Shelley Carr, Curt & Judy Dumermuth, Dan Klaustermeier, & Chris Karlstad for cleaning up
our section of Cty. Rd. C for the Adopt-A-Highway program!
Thank you to all who supported the Garage No-Sale with your donations of items, bars and your time!
Thank you to Julie Baggenstoss, Bobbie Sawyers, and Connie Gossett for coordinating the No Sale.
Thank you to Connie Burgess’ mom for her donation of a bag of stocking hats she knitted!
Thank you for your donations of socks for Pastor Hasselquist’s challenge. We met and surpassed our
goal of 429 socks! You have donated 452 socks and 1 jacket ~ Challenge Accomplished! The socks
were delivered to the Pastor’s collection point in Red Wing to be shipped to Texas.
We don’t have the words to say how much you’ve helped us get through this devastating time in our lives.
We never thought we’d have to survive the loss of our baby, the love of our lives. We don’t know how
we’d make it through without the support of loved ones like you.
With Love,
The Family of Logan Deiss
Thank you, English Lutheran, for the quilt. It is greatly appreciated.
Shane Elsen
Thank you to all for your good thoughts and prayers during Ken’s
surgery. It was greatly appreciated. After 10 days in the hospital, he
is home recuperating and doing well.
Sincerely,
Ken & Dixie Basch
Thank you for the gift of $40 to our Quilting Ministry. We were able
to purchase enough material for 5 quilt tops!
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CHURCH NEWS NOTES

Women’s Bible Study

Graduate Quilts

Women’s Bible Study will meet on Wednesday,
November 14 at 10:00 am in the Fireside room.

Quilters: our next gathering will be
Saturday, November 3, 10:00 am - noon

Our study focuses on repentance. What happens
when the church turns outward to the world?

No meeting in December or January.

Prepare by reading 1 John 1:8-9.

Please join us in November as we craft together
beautiful, handmade quilts for our high school
seniors who will be graduating next May.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Hostess will be Mary Sokolik.
Please join us!

Stewardship Corner
Here are a few examples of how your gifts to our
ministry were used this month!
†

On Oct. 24, 45 youth and adults from English
Lutheran volunteered at Feed My Starving
Children and packed over 25,000 meals!

†

Dozens of volunteers put on the Garage NoSale that was a great benefit to our community!

†

Your offerings in September allowed us to
continue having a physical presence on the
corner of Main Street and Piety. Those
offerings paid our mortgage payment of $1315
and utilities of $660. Thank you!

You do not need sewing skills as the tops are sewn
by some of our members at home, and we meet to
assemble and "tie" the quilts together at church.

Materials and monetary donations are welcomed to
help support this ministry.
For additional information contact:
Judy Erickson @ 715-603-5197
or
Tammy Brenner @ 715-273-3591

Music Corner
Special Musicians, Christmas Soloists and Music
Requests - Please let Jess know if you have ideas
for these topics!

CHOIR REHEARSAL:
Beginning after Jess returns from maternity leave.
~ Sunday, November 18 & 25 ~ 11-11:45AM
~ Saturday, December 1 ~ 10-11:30AM
(tentatively)
~ Sunday, December 2 & 9 ~ 11-11:45AM
~ Choir members feel free to rehearse on your own
as well!

Upcoming PerformancesSunday, December 16 (Tentatively)

~ Jess Monett
music@englishlutheranchurch.org
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHRISTIKON 2019 REGISTRATION IS HERE!
Registration is now open for Camp Christikon in Montana! Youth currently in 6-8th grade are invited to join
us for a great week in camp, while students currently in 9-12th grade are invited to go on a 5 day backpack
trip into the beautiful Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains that surround camp.
Sign up by the Nov. 28 EARLY BIRD DEADLINE and save $100 on your deposit. Registration forms are
available now to reserve your spot: hurry, we’re filling up fast! You can see Pastor Jeff anytime with
questions about the trip. A meeting will be held Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 8:00 p.m.
Join us in the adventure!
CHRISTIKON 2019
GRADES 6-8 On-Site Camp
GRADES 9-12 Backpacking
July 11-20, 2019
DUE DATES:
NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT PLUS REQUIRED FORMS:
Early Bird Deadline: (Due by Nov. 28) $50 (You save $100!)
OR
Regular Deadline:
(Due by Jan. 30) $150
FINAL PAYMENT PLUS REQUIRED FORMS

(Due by June 9) $450

MOONLIGHT MADNESS!
Come join us and about 400 other Twin Cities youth for this
exciting event for students in GRADES 6-9 and their friends!
HIGHLIGHTS OF OVERNIGHT:

8:15 p.m., Friday, Nov. 9 to
7:45 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 10
$40 or $30 if you bring a
non-member friend.
Financial Aid Available
Adult & Teen Chaperones Needed:
We can take up to 3 chaperones in
grades 10-12.
Adults needed as well.
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Augsburg College Gym & Dome
-Open Gym (bring own labeled balls)
-Dance with professional DJ
-Pizza and beverage
-Football Dome (bring own labeled frisbees, footballs,
dodgeballs, etc.)
Dakotah Recreation Center
-Swimming
-Gym
-Ice Skating
-Indoor Rock Climbing
Shakopee Theater
-Choice of 5-6 PG or PG13 movies
Bowlero Bowling & Arcade-Lakeville, MN
-Bowling & arcade
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Sunday School News
With the changing of the seasons and the weather getting colder, it reminds us that the Christmas season is
not far behind! This year the Sunday School will be performing their Christmas program on December 9
during the 10:00 am service. All children in Sunday school will be participating in this event. We will try to
keep the practices during the Sunday School hour, but will let you know if that should change. This is a
great opportunity for children to share their special talents. Please see the attached form if your child would
like to share their talent with the church on this or any Sunday during the holiday season.
If you are interested in helping, please contact the Sunday school directors, Renee Van Nocker or Crystal
Johnson, at childrensministry@englishlutheranchurch.org.

Special Music
Complete the information below if you are interested in sharing your special talent during this year’s
Christmas season. If you play an instrument or sing, we would love to have you share your talent with the
congregation. We are especially looking for a couple of performances for the Christmas Program on
December 9, during the 10:00 service. We are also looking for a couple of children to be part of a special
children’s choir to sing with the adult choir at both services on December 16. Please indicate when you
would be willing or able to share your talent and return to Jess Monett, Music Director or to one of the
Sunday school directors. You can email Jess at music@englishlutheranchurch.org or the Sunday School
Directors, Renee Van Nocker or Crystal Johnson, at childrensministry@englishlutheranchurch.org.
Child’s Name and Grade:

Special Talent:

Please check at least one:
I am interested in sharing my talent anytime in December.
I am interested in sharing my talent during the Christmas Program

on

December 9.

I am interested in singing in the children’s choir on December 16.
Parent’s Names:
Contact Number:
I give consent to use my child’s picture for English Lutheran Church publications/website.

Page 8

Cross Beams - November 2018

PRAYERS

Special Prayers:

Those recovering from Hurricane Michael.
Healing:

Connie Gossett ~ Knee Replacement Surgery
Chris Lee, Trina Groen’s Cousin ~ Kidney Cancer
Bentlee, Grandson of Christine Young
Ken Basch
Tessica Peters, Sue Myers’ Friend
Evan Horn, Nephew of Sue Hood ~ Lymphoma
Long-term:
Ed Sanders, Diane Wiskerchen’s Dad
Joyce Geister, Julie Baggenstoss & Carol Melstrom’s Mother
Craig Chartier ~ Cancer
Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s
Hazel Wegerer ~ Dementia
Mackenzie Marks, Connie & Adrian Gossett’s Granddaughter
Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health
Marianne Melstrom
Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes

Carol Denninger, Tami Place’s Mom ~ Dementia
Dale Melstrom
Muriel Jeffrey, Nancy Ellefson’s Sister
Tom Killian, Patti Killian’s Brother ~ Cancer
Kim Morth ~ Cancer
Sherry York
Wendy Wegerer ~ Health Issues
Esther Risberg, Julie Davis’ Mother
Military Service: Zack Daleiden, Cody Tschida &

Deaconess
The role of the Deaconess consists of
sending thoughts, well wishes, and
congratulations to members of our church
to let them know we are thinking of them.
Please notify the church office or any
deaconess worker with any prayers.
Deaconess for November ~ Vicki Nelson

Johnathan Bergman
Congratulations to Nicholas &
Mackenzie Belland who were
married at English Lutheran
Church by Pastor Jeff on
October 6, 2018.
Congratulations to Kelsie & Randy Most who
were married at English Lutheran Church by
Pastor Jeff on October 13, 2018.
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Congratulations
and Blessings to
Jess & Dan
Monett on the birth
of their baby,
Isabella (Belle)
Audrey Monett
born October 9. Belle was
9 lbs 10 oz., 22 in. Mom and
baby are both healthy!
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COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATES

October Council Notes
†

Helen Jacobson to Endowment Funds - ELC Women’s Group request
to transfer funds is complete.

†

Nominations Committee assistance for next council meeting agenda
item.

†

Updates by Pastor Jeff regarding “Rotation of Monthly Causes” i.e.
donations for different causes. Council discussed contacting Missions Team for ideas and
announcement to congregation at services.

†

Hearing Assistance in Services - Warren led discussion to use trial-ear pieces at upcoming services and
to audit members who have requested assistance to hear services. ELC currently has 2 devices. August
Hohl willing to be a contact point for this technology need in the future. Council members agreed to reach
out to members in need [some individuals have already been identified].

†

Donation/Station Update- Marketing & Supplying - Congregational involvement is key. Awareness to
Fire/Police/Pierce County contacts and community. Discussion about “marketing and signage”. Council
decision to rename “Donation Station” to “SHARING SHED”

†

Property - Air Conditioning installation completed.

†

Damage estimates were given since summer storms, working with insurance.

2018 General Fund
Month

Actual
Monthly
Income

Actual
Monthly
Expense

Actual
YTD
Income

Actual
YTD
Expenses

January

14,851.09

20,262.86 14,851.09

20,262.86

February 15,547.09

20,269.52 30,398.18

40,532.38

March

24,667.76

22,179.73 55,065.94

62,712.11

April

19,342.09

18,899.92 74,408.03

81,612.03

May

18,814.63

20,662.05 93,222.66

102,274.08

June

16,757.09

18,354.89 109,979.75 120,628.97

July

23,688.71

17,430.48 133,668.46 138,059.45

August

14,496.09

18,495.75 148,164.55 156,555.20

Sept.

31,549.09

20,806.35 179,713.64 177,361.55

Note: Income in September represents $16,549.09
total offerings plus $15,000 of Fair Stand Funds
transferred to the General Account from the
Dedicated Account.
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Worship Attendance
Week of:

8:30

10:00

Total

October 7

40

78

118

October 14

40

91

131

October 21

45

86

131

Totals:

125

255

380

Average:

42

85

127

Mortgage
As of October 7, 2018, the
mortgage balance is $55,275.43.
Payments due are $1,315. The interest rate
is 4.75%.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL GALA
ELLSWORTH,WI
All are welcome at this year’s St. Francis School Gala on November 3, 2018! The Gala is a fun adult
community event that incudes hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine tasting, dinner, live music, and silent and live
auctions.
The theme for the Gala this year is Moonlight
Masquerade: Unmask a Child’s Future. Masquerade
attire and masks are encouraged! The event will be
held at the Ridgetop Pavilion near Prescott, WI. Doors
open at 4:30 pm for social hour and dinner will be
served at 6 pm. Tickets to the event cost $40 and can
be purchased at the St. Francis School office or online
at http://www.stfrancisellsworth.org/gala.html. Join us
for a magical evening and invite your friends and family
to do the same!

Ellsworth Gift Box Program
Hello from the Ellsworth Gift Box Program,
November is fast approaching and we are gearing up for the 2018 Ellsworth Gift Box Program. The
focus of this program is to help families from the Ellsworth Community School District who are in need
during the holidays.
A registration form and a wish list for families in need is due by November 14. There is also a sponsor
form. Sponsors are greatly needed and can be individuals, families, or organizations. Your help would
be greatly appreciated. All of these forms can be found on the forms shelf outside the church office and
on the Ellsworth Community School website in the Community Section.
If you have any questions, please contact ellsworthgiftboxprogram@gmail.com. Information for this
program can also be found on the Ellsworth Community
School website: www.ellsworth.k12.wi.us.
Thank you and God Bless.
Sincerely,
Ellsworth Gift Box Program
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Journey House Campus Ministry, River Falls, WI
Monday Night Meals
We are looking for help for several meals. What this means is, we are looking for someone, a group, a
congregation, a bible study, a family, or some friends to come and either cook the meal here at Journey
House or prepare it elsewhere and bring it here. This ministry is extremely important to us as we want to
provide a way to help with food security, not only on campus, but within the community. That said, we are
looking for people to prepare the dinners, because we can not do it on our own.
Each Monday, we prepare enough food to feed 70-80 people. We also provide a vegan option and a
dessert. You can choose to prepare it on site or bring food that night that has already been prepared. We
have a list of dates and currently planned meals that we are looking for help with. If you want to change a
meal, that is completely fine! We just like to help plan ahead, in case some groups do not know what to
make for larger crowds.
Please feel free to email or call me with any questions. I am a student on campus, so I may not answer
your calls immediately, but I will definitely get back to you once I am available. Again, we appreciate your
help, and I look forward to meeting you!
Peace and Thanks,
Peyton Kowalski
Campus Ministry Assistant

Journey House Campus Ministry
Phone: (715) 340-8850
journeyhousecampusministry.org
journeyhousecampusministry@gmail.com

Luther Point Bible Camp SWAP
A couple of years ago the Support-With-A-Point (SWAP) projects were started in
conjunction with the Summer Celebration. In 2016, $4,695 was raised and combined
with other donations to purchase a new swing set and completed payments on the
upgraded refrigeration system. In 2017, $6,690 was raised to purchase new dining
hall chairs and to begin a vehicle fund to replace old cars, trucks, and vans.
The 2018 SWAP projects are:
(1) Purchase new windows for the Dahlberg Memorial Chapel—new windows will keep the campers
cooler in the summer, provide a cleaner look and allow us to one day put heat in the building, bringing
water and bathrooms to it as well. The goal is $3,000 and $1,125 has been received.
(2) Up-grade the Waterfront—the waterfront is one of the most loved parts of camp for summer
campers. We are in need of a new swim raft along with other improvements to continue to offer our
campers the best experience we can. The goal is $5,000+ and $1,500 has been received.
We will continue to seek donations for these two projects until enough money is raised to complete the
project.
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617
Fax : 715-273-5974

Church website:
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org
Find us on Facebook!

Staff
Pastor, Jeff Smith
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org
Office: 715-273-4617
Cell:
651-235-7204 (preferably 9 am-9 pm)
Call or text any time for urgent pastoral care.
Communications Coordinator &
Finance Administrator, Trina Groen
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Custodian, Julie Baggenstoss
Music Director, Jess Monett

music@englishlutheranchurch.org

The church office is open:
Monday, Wednesday, &
Thursday 9:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Closed on Tuesdays.

Congregational Council
President: John Luchsinger
Vice President: Warren Johnson
Treasurer: Gary Onan
Secretary: Kristen Kinneman
Joyce Karlstad
Dean Mewes
Mary Sokolik
Lynette Winger
Dennis Boettcher

Our Mission:
To share Christ’s unconditional love,
inspiring us all for service to others.

Cross Beams

Sunday Worship Times

Published monthly by:
English Lutheran Church
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship

Email:
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
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November 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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