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Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community. www.englishlutheranchurch.org  

Cross Beams 
May 2022 

Do Kindness 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the wonderful mother’s at English 
Lutheran! Mother’s Day will be celebrated on May 8th!  

Easter Basket Delivery 

Palm Sunday 
Processional 

Last Supper by 
Confirmation Kids 
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PASTOR CHARLIE’S ARTICLE  

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was in the process of writing my monthly pastor's article on TRUST when the article practically 
wrote itself. The church computer I was using to read reviews of The Thin Book of Trust, by 
Charles Feltman was interrupted with flashing lights, sounds of recordings and a toll free phone 
number purporting to be from Microsoft Defender. It announced that my computer had trojan ad-
ware which could put passwords and account numbers at risk. I didn't trust the warnings, so after a 
few attempts I shut down the siren sounds and turned off the computer. When I restarted the com-
puter about 20 minutes later there were no signs of warning. I connected to Microsoft Defender on 
the control panel to reassure myself that there were no threats nor hacks into the computer. My 
suspicions of the "fix" were indeed well founded. This reminds me of the email that I got from the 
Hormel Corporation last week. I opened it up and found that it was Spam.  

 

Charles Feltman describes these traits of character which create trust between co-workers and 
team members: sincerity, reliability, competence, and care. In our spiritual life Jesus asks us to 
trust him so that our life becomes an adventure of discipleship. We follow Jesus as we experience 
new life in his resurrection and guidance. We find community, forgiveness, and joy in his name. We 
learn reliability and care for each other in our faith community. Join us for worship this month of 
May as we get leadership lessons from our good Shepherd Jesus.  

 

See you in church! 

 

- Pastor Charlie Bunk 

In this Issue: 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

Call Committee Update 
 

Sunday School Updates 
 

Council Minutes & Finance  
 
Thank You Notes   
 
Calendar 
 
Prayers 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Thank You Notes 
 

~Thank you to the Altar Guild for making the 
sanctuary look beautiful for Holy Week!  
 
~ Thank you to everyone who sent cards or 
came and shared their kind words at Joyce 
Karlstad’s Funeral. Thank you to the ladies 
who served the food, and Pastor Bunk for 
officiating.  
  - Chris Karlstad 
  
~To the children & youth of English Lutheran 
Church– Thank you so much for the Easter 
basket. Your kindness is appreciated. I would 
also like to thank the Easter Bunny for driving 
the bus.  
  -Margaret Levenhagen 
 
~ Thank you so much for stopping in to see us 
& for the wonderful Easter Baskets. It was very  
special for all of the residents!  
  -Preferred Living Residents   
 
~ Thank you for all your prayers 
the last few weeks, I am doing 
much better!  
  -Vicki Nelson  

Baptism 
Jack Richard Melstrom became our brother in Christ 
through Holy Baptism on Sunday, April 24th, 2022.  
 
Jack’s parents are Jared & Katy Melstrom, and his 
sponsors are Mark & Courtney Brunner and Kimberly 
Herron.  
 
We celebrate and welcome our 
newest member to the Body of 
Christ. Welcome, Jack!  

Women’s Bible Study 
 

Women’s Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, 
May 11th at 9:30 am.  
 
Our Bible Study is on intergenerational 
relationships and how in scripture, we can learn 
their importance.  
 
Stories have many facets: 
• They can personally reach us. 
• They can make us remember. 
• They can change how we think about things. 
 
We all have stories to share. 
 
Consider joining us! All are 
welcome.  
 
Our hostess this month is Vi 
Wilhelm.  

In Memory 
 

We celebrated the life of Joyce Karlstad on Monday, 
April 18. She passed away on April 9, 2022. Remember 
her family and friends in your prayers.  

Graduation Time 
We will be honoring graduating high school seniors at 
English Lutheran Church on Sunday, May 22nd.  
 
Quilts will be given to each graduate 
during worship.  
 
Congratulations to all who are graduating 
this Spring!  

Call Committee Update  
After meeting with Reverend Randy Olson on April 24, 
the Ministry Site Profile was submitted to the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin by the Call Committee.  
 
The submission officially starts the Synod’s search for 
prospective call candidates. The Call Committee 
continues to meet to prepare for the interview process, 
welcoming of potential candidates and future plans for 
helping the new pastor acclimate to English Lutheran 
and the Ellsworth community. Please feel free to 
contact any member of the committee with questions, 
suggestions or comments.  
 
We welcome your input and prayers 
during this transition for our church.  
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY UPDATES 

Confirmation  
 

This has been a busy time for the confirmation kids! We took 30 people up to Feed My Starving 
Children in Eagan to pack food for those in need around the world. We had a great trip! Thank you to 
Darren Place for volunteering his time to drive us up there. 
 
We packed Easter baskets and delivered them in the Bunny Mobile to the assisted living and nursing 
homes in Ellsworth, as well as those in our congregation unable to get to church. We delivered 65 
baskets! Thank you to Julie Baggenstoss for volunteering her time to drive the bus! We also 
participated in the Palm Sunday Processional, waving our palms and streamers.  
 
Confirmation classes continue with lessons on the Apostle’s Creed, however we did take a break to 
talk about Lent and Holy Week. We will end our year with a final lesson, ending our 
journey with the Apostle’s Creed and will have a party on our last night, May 11.  
 
Thank you to all our volunteer leaders this past year and the many parents who 
volunteered to serve a meal to the kids allowing us to have supper every class time.  

ELC Summer Youth Canoe Trip  
 

The trip dates will be July 13-17. We’ll be heading out on Wednesday afternoon and returning 
Sunday afternoon. We’ll be going through Wild River Outfitters near Grantsburg. We will camp at 
Wild River Outfitters on Wednesday night, then they will drive us north to canoe down the river until 
Sunday. There will be time for exploring, hiking, camping and fishing! We will be camping in tents 
along the way.  
 
Students do not need experience for this trip. Grades 7-12 for the 2021-2022 school year are eligible.  
 
We will be working with Wild River to fill any gaps for equipment we may need for the trip, so if you 
don’t have any equipment, no worries!  
 
You will need to register your child for the trip by May 15 at the latest. The online form 
to register is linked on our website.  
 
Please contact Trina or Mark Groen with any questions!  

Sunday School Update 
 

It’s May, which means we are wrapping up the Sunday School Year! Our last lesson will take place 
on May 8. This will be a special service, so please make sure to attend. Before heading to Sunday 
School, the children will be demonstrating their musical talents with our new 
handbells. We will also be showing our Mother’s some love that day!  
 
Thank you to all who helped make this Sunday School year possible. A special shout 
out to our teachers and substitutes for their time and dedication. We look forwards to 
reconnecting with everyone in the Fall!  
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Prayer Shawls 

If you have a loved one who is going through 
a tough time and could use the comfort of 
being wrapped in prayers with a 
blanket/shawl, please take a prayer 
shawl for them. 
 

We have a rack of prayer shawls 
outside the office door available for 
anyone at no cost, just take one. 

April Council Meeting 

 

† The April Council meeting was cancelled. In 
early April, the council met for a special 
meeting to approve the Ministry Site Profile, 
and there were no other pressing agenda 
items needing to be approved.  

† The next council meeting will be May 17th at 
6:30 pm.  

COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATE, NEWS 

Red Geraniums for 
Pentecost 

Pentecost Sunday this year is on June 5. The 
color for Pentecost Sunday is RED.  
 
Consider ordering one or more red geraniums 
to decorate our sanctuary and add festivity to 
the day. We are ordering the plants from 
Reuvers’ Nursery.  
 
You may take your red geraniums home after 
the 10:00 am worship on June 5, 2022.  
 
The cost of the red 
geraniums will be $4.25 
each. Order forms will be in 
the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Thank you!  
 

Financial Update 
 

March 31, 2022 Cash 
Balances: 

 

 General Fund = $70,239.87 
 Dedicated Fund = $97,361.01 
   Total = $167,600.88 

Thrivent = $104,443.14 

 

March General Fund: 
 Income = $11,993.85 

 Expenses = $13,465.34 

Wear Red for Pentecost! 
Please wear RED for Pentecost on Sunday, 
June 5.  
 
At English Lutheran Church, we traditionally 
wear red at both services to celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Thank you!  
 

Noisy Offering 
Our Sunday School children will be collecting 
a noisy offering on Sunday, May 8 during the 
10:00 am service.  
 
The money collected will be going to Elsie’s 
Barnyard.  
 
Make sure to bring your loose change and 
donate to a worthy cause!  
 
For more information regarding Elsie’s 
Barnyard, please visit their 
Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/
elsies.barnyard/ 
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PRAYERS 

Special Prayers: 
 

 

Healing: 

Rachel Proulx, niece of Julie Davis ~ Breast Cancer 

Liz Krohn  

Mikey Krohn 

Maisley Maxwell, granddaughter of Rob & Wendy 

 ~Maxwell, daughter of Tyler and Alexus Maxwell  

Judi Nielsen 

Holly DuFour 
 

Long-term:  

Lila Larson 

Sherry York  

Judy Morrow  

Debbie Kannel-Howard 

Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter  

 ~ Multiple System Atrophy 

Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s 

Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter 

Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health 

Dale Melstrom 

Marianne Melstrom 

Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes 
 

 

Military service:    

Johnathan Bergman        Josh Bechel 

Deaconess 

The role of the Deaconess consists of 
sending thoughts, well wishes, and 
congratulations to members of our church 
to let them know we are thinking of them. 
Please notify the church office or any 
deaconess worker with any prayers.   
 

Deaconess for May ~  Vi Wilhelm  
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Cross Beams  

 
Published monthly by: 
English Lutheran Church 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.  
 
Email:   
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Our Mission: 
 

To share Christ’s unconditional love, 
inspiring us all for service to others. 

Congregation Council 
 

President:  Peter Carr 
Vice President:  Eric VanNocker 
Treasurer:  Gary Brown 
Secretary:  Julie Davis 
CYF: Denise Hager 
100th Anniv: Greta Larson   
Worship & Music: Melba Smith 
Property: Paul Tonsager 
Jill Hague ~ undecided ministry  
 

Office Hours 
 
Our office hours are: 
   Monday-Thursday 
   9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 
Stop in, call, or email. Sydney will in the 
office Monday-Thursday, and Tristan on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays. Pastor Bunk will be 
in on Mondays & Wednesdays. 

Worship Services 
 
Online ~ Sundays on Facebook 
 Livestream at 8:30 & 10:00 
 
In-Person ~ Sundays 
 Traditional - 8:30 am 
 Contemporary - 10:00 am 

Staff 
Pastor Charlie Bunk– Interim Pastor  
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org 
605-467-9973 
 
Sydney Durfee- Communications 
Coordinator  
 office@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 Office:   715-273-4617 
 
Julie Baggenstoss- Custodian 
 
Tristan Bale- Finance Coordinator 
finance@englishlutheranchurch.org 
715-273-4187 
 
Music Director: Missy Kowalchyk  
music@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
 

 
English Lutheran Church 

229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  

Church website: 
www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 
EnglishLutheranEllsworth 
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May 2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 


