Do Kindness

Cross Beams
June 2022

www.englishlutheranchurch.org

Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community.

EHS Athletes of the Year
Sidney & Jack

Confirmation End of
Year Party

Graduate Quilt
Sunday

Cross Beams - June 2022

Page 1

PASTOR CHARLIE’S ARTICLE

Pentecost—Season of Hope
I really enjoyed our worship with the seniors who will be graduating on Sunday. It is a hopeful time of transitions. It is an opportunity to look back at time in Sunday School, confirmation class, youth trips, and our connections with the ministry of English Lutheran. It is also a
time to look forward to future plans and further schooling.

I also am feeling very hopeful about our time together in worship this summer. Easter season worship is rooted in God’s resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday and our hope in our
living Lord Jesus. Pentecost season begins with our celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit,
but it continues to be focussed on our hope in Christ for a new creation and the growth of
our life in Christ. We turn our altar hangings to green to emphasize this hope for growth
and renewal. We watch the seedlings in our neighboring fields for signs of this growth. We
see the leaves budding on the trees and we delight in the reappearance of birds in our
yards.
Pentecost worship helps us look for signs of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in
the lives of our neighbors. We sing hopeful songs celebrating God’s presence in healing
and prayer. We ask for God’s blessing. We wait hopefully for candidates who will consider
what Christian ministry might mean for themselves and their families in the Ellsworth area.
We plan for our engagement with others in youth trips and the County Fair stand.
Please join us as we imagine our future together at English Lutheran.
- Pastor Charlie Bunk
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CHURCH NEWS

Open House at the Bunks
The Fresh Art Spring 2022 Tour will take place at 17
places in Pepin and Pierce Counties June 3rd, 4th, and
5th. Barb Bunk’s watercolor paintings and Kate
Bauman’s pottery will be on display at our garage, N
3317 W Bluff Rd N, Stockholm WI 54769. It will be open
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm each day. We are site 14 on
the map.
Barb’s paintings include Mississippi River views,
chickens, turkeys, blueberries, and rural barns.
If you are able to climb a few stairs, please step down
past our guest house to see the view from our front
deck.
- Rev. Charlie Bunk

Dementia Awareness Sunday
We have invited Anna Raway, the Housing Director of
Preferred Living Center of Ellsworth to come describe
ministry with people experiencing Dementia on June
12th. We will sing a hymn, “When Memory Fades” ELW
#792.

Pastor Melba Smith will lead us in worship that day,
since Pastor Bunk will be attending to Barb after her hip
surgery in Red Wing.

Office Hours Changing
The church office hours are changing! The summer
hours, starting after Memorial Day, will be 9:00 am to
1:00 pm.
Sydney will be working from home on Monday’s, but will
be in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Pastor Bunk will be in the office on
Monday’s and Wednesdays.
The church will be closed on Friday’s.

In Memory
We celebrated the life of Wayne Kinneman on Friday,
May 20. He passed away on February 7, 2022.
Remember his family and friends in your prayers.
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Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study will not be meeting in
June, July, and August.
We will resume our study in September.
We meet the second Wednesday of the month
at 9:30 am in the church basement.
We use the ‘Gather’ magazine for our study.
There is a copy of it in the office.
The information regarding subscribing is inside
the 2nd page. However it is not necessary to
have the magazine. Bring you Bible and come
join us!
The fall meeting will be
September 14th at 9:30am.
Nancy Ellefson is the hostess.

Thank You Notes
~To the children & youth– I enjoyed the
wonderful Easter Basket with the candy and
crafts. You all did a wonderful job. Bless you
all.
-Sherry York
~ Dear English Lutheran Church— Thank you
for your financial support of the Summer Fun
Series. Your contribution will allow our
community to gather together for food, fun,
music, and art all summer long!
-Summer Fun Series Committee
~ Greetings, I am overcome with gratitude for
your donation to Elsie’s Barnyard. Thank you
for standing with us as we work to create
animal assisted activities for those in need
within our community. I am thankful God has
called us to this task and appreciate your
support in bringing it to
fruition.
- Mandy
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COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATE, NEWS

May Council Meeting
†

†

†

†

†

Financial Update

IT proposal of phase one approved for new
computers. We will be purchasing two new
office computers, power surge protection, new
backup system, and WIFI hardware.
ELC will use $250 from the Community
Outreach dedicated funds that had been
previously approved to host the E3 Summer
Fun Series on June 16.
ELC will consolidate its eight parcels into one
parcel to file as a non-profit property with the
Village of Ellsworth.
Call Process Update: The Ministry Site Profile
was summited to the Synod. The Call
Committee will review the resumes when they
come in.
The next council meeting will be June 21st at
6:30 pm.

April 30, 2022 Cash Balances:

Fair Stand Sign-Up

Christina Kowalchyk will be singing, and there
will be a food truck and games to
play!

Summer is right around the corner!
Volunteers are needed to work in the English
Lutheran Church fair stand for the Pierce
County Fair in August. You can work in the
kitchen, dining room, or be a fryer.
Sign-up forms are located in the back of the
church or contact the office to get your name
in for this great fellowship opportunity! Join in
the fun!
The fair runs from August 11th-August 14th.

ELC Softball Team

General Fund = $71,423.88
Dedicated Fund = $98,578.75
Total = $170,002.63
Thrivent = $100,030.41

April General Fund:
Income = $14,911.33
Expenses = $13,651.85

Summer Fun Series
English Lutheran will be hosting the Summer
Fun Series at East End Park on Thursday,
June 16 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm.

Come join ELC in a great night of
community building!

Ellsworth Area Ministry
Strategy
On June 23, at 6:00pm, there will be a
meeting at Our Savior’s with other local
pastors, council members and key leaders to
discuss possibilities for the area ministries.

The ELC Co-Ed Softball season is starting! All
games will be double headers at Our Saviors.
They will be hosting a refreshment stand
during the games, and congregation members
and their families are encouraged to attend!

There will be a presentation by Erin Nelson
who is with the Synod.

Schedule: All games at 7:00pm!
• June 5
• June 13
• June 22
• June 29
• July 11
• July 19

Please wear RED for Pentecost on Sunday,
June 5.

Page 4

Wear Red for Pentecost!
At English Lutheran Church, we traditionally
wear red at both services to celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY UPDATES

Confirmation Class
We wrapped up our confirmation classes this year with a party down at Brush Strokes and Country
Fit. Thank you to Kayleen at Brush Strokes and CJ at Country Fit for hosting us.
We had a great time eating supper, hydro-dipping water bottles, candles, and garden pots, selecting
our own tea flavors, and doing hula hoop, corn hole, Connect 4, and Jenga. We also talked about our
youth canoe trip and the kids met Morgan and Phillip who will chaperone and facilitate our
programming/devotions on the trip. The kids also recited the Apostles Creed, which they have been
studying all year! A great night!!
We’d like to thank all of the parent volunteers who provided supper for us every class this year!
Thank you to Pastor Charlie for the instruction. Thank you to the members of the CYF team who
coordinated and lead activities and all of our events. Thank you to all our students for
a wonderful year!
We had so much fun in confirmation that we’re gathering a couple of times this
summer to catch up with each other! We will meet up at the Ellsworth Summer Fun
Series event at East End Park on June 16. We’ll gather again on July 27, details to
come.

ELC Summer Youth Canoe Trip
The trip dates will be July 13-17. We’ll be going through Wild River Outfitters near Grantsburg. We
will leave on Wednesday afternoon and camp at Wild River Outfitters that night, then they will drive
us north to canoe down the river until Sunday. We won’t be canoeing the entire day, so there will be
time for exploring/hiking/camping/fishing. We’ll be camping in tents along the way on ThursdaySaturday nights.
We have 7 students going, and are excited for this adventure! Please pray for an
amazing experience for our adult chaperones and our students. Thank you to the
congregation for your support.

Events in
Ellsworth
Community
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PRAYERS

Special Prayers:
Healing:
Rachel Proulx, niece of Julie Davis ~ Breast Cancer
Liz Krohn
Mikey Krohn
Maisley Maxwell, granddaughter of Rob & Wendy
~Maxwell, daughter of Tyler and Alexus Maxwell
Judi Nielsen
Holly DuFour

Diane Wiskerchen
Long-term:
Lila Larson
Sherry York
Judy Morrow
Debbie Kannel-Howard
Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter
~ Multiple System Atrophy
Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s
Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter
Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health
Dale Melstrom
Marianne Melstrom
Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes
Military service:
Johnathan Bergman

Josh Bechel

Deaconess
The role of the Deaconess consists of
sending thoughts, well wishes, and
congratulations to members of our church
to let them know we are thinking of them.
Please notify the church office or any
deaconess worker with any prayers.
Deaconess for June ~ Vi Wilhelm
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617
Church website:
www.englishlutheranchurch.org
Find us on Facebook!
EnglishLutheranEllsworth

Congregation Council
President: Peter Carr
Vice President: Eric VanNocker
Treasurer: Gary Brown
Secretary: Julie Davis
CYF: Denise Hager
100th Anniv: Greta Larson
Worship & Music: Melba Smith
Property: Paul Tonsager
Jill Hague ~ undecided ministry

Staff
Pastor Charlie Bunk– Interim Pastor
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org
605-467-9973
Sydney Durfee- Communications
Coordinator
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Office: 715-273-4617
Julie Baggenstoss- Custodian
Tristan Bale- Finance Coordinator
finance@englishlutheranchurch.org
715-273-4187

Office Hours
Our office hours are:
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Stop in, call, or email. Sydney will be
working from home Monday’s and in the
office Tuesday-Thursday, and Pastor Bunk
will be in on Mondays & Wednesdays.

Music Director: Missy Kowalchyk
music@englishlutheranchurch.org

Our Mission:
To share Christ’s unconditional love,
inspiring us all for service to others.

Worship Services
Online ~ Sundays on Facebook
Livestream at 8:30 & 10:00
In-Person ~ Sundays
Traditional - 8:30 am
Contemporary - 10:00 am

Cross Beams
Published monthly by:
English Lutheran Church
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.
Email:
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
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June 2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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