
Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community. www.englishlutheranchurch.org  

February 2025  
Cross Beams 

What’s Inside: 
 
† Pastor’s Article 
† Church News    
† Youth News      
† Financial Update 
† Council Minutes 
† Prayer List  
† Church Calendar 
† Miscellaneous 

We appreciate receiving 
pictures of church events. 
Please capture and share with: 
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

Thank you! 

“The Lord stood at my side and gave me 
strength.” -2 Timothy 4:17 
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PASTOR PETE’S ARTICLE  

  
One of my favorite songs we sang while I was a camper at Luther Point was “They’ll Know We Are 
Christians.”  I love singing that song. (Pun intended) I remember one time in particular when we sang it 
during morning chapel.  It was towards the end of the week, and we had sung it a few times, so it was 
familiar to us.  Just about every song at camp is either acapella or accompanied by guitar.  But on this 
particular morning, when we got to the third verse, Jay (everyone’s favorite counselor) was sitting at the 
piano playing an accompaniment part that really added to the song.  When we got to the fourth verse, 
everyone was singing out and the guitars and piano were playing loudly in the chapel and the sound 
reverberated throughout that small building.  For me, it was one of those God moments.  It was one of the 
first times that I could feel the Holy Spirit in my bones, moving me and stirring something inside of me.  If I 
wasn’t such a good Scandinavian, I probably would’ve even cried, but I felt something well up from inside 
of my chest and it felt like it was going to explode, in a good way.  It was a moment that I will never forget. 
 

Part of that feeling was not only the music but also the words of the song: 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored. 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.   

 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our LOVE!!!  That explains the following meme: 

 

 
 

It is by our love that they will know that we are Christians.  It is God’s LOVE that flows through us to 
them.  But who are ‘THEY’?  THEY are the people that we meet in our world.  Our neighbors.  And strangers, 
who are just neighbors that we haven’t met yet.  And the best gift we can give them is to love them and love 
each other.  It’s a tall task, one that is sometimes hard to follow through with.  But when you share God’s 
LOVE, you can feel it in your very bones and in your soul! 

 

This past Sunday, as I was serving communion, I had that feeling again.  Something was moving deep in my 
soul, and I could feel something welling up within me. I almost broke down in tears.  I felt the Holy Spirit. As 
I was serving communion, it hit me like a ton of bricks.  I am so lucky and so grateful to be at English 
Lutheran Church.  I am so grateful to be your pastor.  Thank you for letting me be your Pastor.  Let us be one 
in the Spirit and let them know that we are Christians by our Love.  
 

Peace, Pastor Pete 
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Relapse Prevention Group 
A Recovery Meeting in the Ellsworth Area at 
English Lutheran Church on Thursday nights at 
6:00 p.m. 

Read and Discuss “Staying Sober” 

Hot Beef Meal 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 23, 
2025. This is when you can enjoy our scrumptious 
Hot Beef Meal at church. Meals are $20.00. 
 
This will be a community meal, and funds will go 
toward our kitchen refresh. Dine-in or Carry-out 
meals will be available.  
 
• Hot Beef Dinner (Roast Beef, Mashed 

Potatoes, Gravy on White Bread) 
• Corn 
• Coleslaw 
• Pie 
 
Register-seating is limited: English Lutheran 
Church: Hot Beef Dinner-February 23, 2025 (Sign-
up for dining in or for take-out meals.)   
Or: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-
hotbeef#/  
 
We will need volunteers 
to assist with this. Please 
let us know if this is 
something you can help 
with.  
 
Please make sure you 
pre-register for this meal, 
either dine-in or take-out.  

CHURCH NEWS   

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Pastor Pete is cooking breakfast  for 
the guys on Thursday mornings. 
They gather in the church kitchen at 
8:00 a.m. for breakfast with a 
rotating menu, including fruit, coffee, 
and orange juice.  
 

The suggested donation is $5.00 to help cover the cost of 
food.  

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday, February 12th at 9:30 a.m. 

in the Fireside Room at church. 
 

We continue our study on Faithfulness-
The Depths of Faith, Psalm 22. 

 
Host is Pastor Pete 

Please join us!   

Thank You! 
We would like to acknowledge Bryan and 

Cindy Reuvers for the seasonal pots they 

provide to enhance the beauty of our 

church each season. Thank you!   

 

Thank you to all who have donated cakes and have 

worked at funerals.  We appreciate each of you!  Thank 

you for saying “yes”.  

Christ Lutheran Church Piano Celebration 
Christ Lutheran in Menomonie is celebrating a gift and 

invites people to join them. Join them for a special 
evening as they celebrate the gracious gift of a beautiful 
Baldwin Baby Grand Piano! This piano will be used for 
worship at Christ Lutheran and serve the Menomonie 

community. 
 Date: 02/12/2025 

 Time: 5:00 PM - (Dinner) | 6:00 PM (Dedication 
Service) 

 Location: Christ Lutheran Church, Menomonie 1306 
Wilcox St. Menomonie, WI 

 Event Highlights: 

• Free Wednesday's Table Meal: Enjoy a delicious 
dinner with Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Salad, 

and Desserts  

• Music: Experience a variety of musical styles during 
dinner, featuring live performances  

• Piano Dedication: Stay for the Dedication Service at 6 
PM with hymn singing led by Layton "Skip" James!  

 All are welcome – bring your family, friends, and 
neighbors for a great food, music, and community spirit 
night!  

Pie Making Jan. 18, 2025   
 
And, (above) Sunday School chil-
dren at the communion rail on Jan. 
19, 2025 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-hotbeef#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-hotbeef#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-hotbeef#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-hotbeef#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAAA62CAAF5C07-53385910-hotbeef#/
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Sharing Shed  
Please remember English Lutheran’s Sharing Shed 
for your extra or no longer needed new or gently 
used items. This is perfect time to add winter coats, 
boots, etc. 
 

Drop off your items directly in 
the Sharing Shed which is 
located just outside the south 
door of the church. Thank 
you!  

CHURCH NEWS  

Heart-Helping Others 

The Heart Story: 
Founded in 2012, Heart Response 
Ministry began with a simple mission: to 
support local officials and organizations 
as they work in their communities during disaster 
recovery. Since then, HEART volunteers have started 
to focus not only on disaster recovery but on other 
real needs within our communities. By partnering with 
over 170 non-profit organizations, and city and county 
governments, police departments, and schools, 
HEART's goal is to build relationships with local 
organizations to meet the spiritual and physical needs 
of their communities. We transform communities by 
getting the right goods into the right hands to 
distribute to the people in need that our non-profit 
partners serve. Heartland Outlet serves as one of the 
primary funding mechanisms for HEART. The outlet is 
open to the public 20 hours a week and carries home 
improvement products, food, beverages, clothing, 
furniture, and so much more. 
 
Heart-Helping Others Heart was created to help those 
in need. Through this organization, we can shop and 
bid on items at significantly discounted prices. 
Shopping appointments are arranged for us, and 
purchases go directly to those in need. We are 
partnering with the Ellsworth School District and 
Pierce County Human Services to identify families 
who would benefit most from this support. This is a 
valuable opportunity to stretch our resources and 
reach out to those in need. If you want to contribute to 
this initiative, please designate "Heart" on your 
donations, or contact Cindy Baird. 

Heart committee members: Cindy Baird, Denise Hager, 
Melba Smith, and Diane Wiskerchen  

“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful 
or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is 
not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.” - 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 

Random Acts of Kindness 
There are baskets located by the front and back doors of 
the church for nonperishable food items. All items 
collected will be donated to the Pierce County Food 
Pantry.  They are in need of:  
 
• Flour 
• Sugar 
• Jelly 
• Peanut Butter  
• Oatmeal 
• Macaroni & Cheese 
• Baked Beans 
• Dry Soup Mix 
• Cereal 
• Canned: Fruits, 

Vegetables, & Meats 
• Shampoo 
• Dish Soap 
• Laundry Soap 
 
Thank you for your “kindness”  

Feed My Starving Children 
 

We are excited to announce that on Wednesday, February 
12th, we will be heading to Feed My Starving Children, a 
wonderful opportunity to be together as a community and 
embody our church's mission of kindness and service.  
We are thrilled to have the chance to serve alongside our 
confirmation students.  
 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM, and we will depart from our 
church promptly at 6:00 PM on a school bus, allowing us to 
enjoy conversations during the ride. With 35 spots reserved, 
we warmly invite everyone to join us. This is a chance to 
create lasting memories while making a difference in the 
lives of those in need. We hope you will consider 
participating, as it promises to be a joyful and impactful 
experience for individuals and families. Together, let’s build 
connections through service, and celebrate the spirit of 
giving that defines our community!  Register by clicking here: 
Feed My Starving Children  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSct1L6-x1W2oDQ3JcRFE6Xcfo15LozwuZFOIMK81JO38OjHug/viewform
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ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 17, 2024  

 

Members present: Pastor Pete, Greta Larson, Paul Tonsager, Denise Hager, Lynette Winger, Mark Groen 

President Greta called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

• All read the mission statement. 

• Pastor Pete gave devotions.  

• Motion to approve the agenda by Mark and Lynette. 

• Motion to approve the November minutes by Paul and Mark  

 

Reports: Update from Pastor Pete with the insurance information from Kris Flock from the November meeting and Pastor has 
the final paperwork.  

 

Finance: Paul and Lynette made a motion to increase the funds to Lutheran Services to meet the recommended funds. The 
pastor will report the information to Ava.  

Paul gave the overview of the financial report regarding Pastor Pete’s wages per Synod guidelines.  

The council agreed to the Piano purchase for 7160.00 used funds from the appropriate account. 

We reviewed dedicated accounts and combined them to make it easier for the finance committee and Ava.  

Motion to approve the financial report by Lynette and Denise. 

 

Pastor’s Report: This month has been busy with different things. Kingdom Kids, Confirmation and funerals, and preparing for 
Advent services with the meals before. The Synod met at our church and the Pastor made the meal for the attending Pastors. 
These are the highlights of the month. Time and Talent sheets were collected, and Pastor will work with Julie on them.  

 

Worship and Music Report: The Cantata was great. Pastor has made plans for the Christmas Pop-Up Pageant and Services 
on Christmas Eve at 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 pm with communion at both services.  

 

Property Report: Mark has been getting bids for 2 Air Conditioner units and two furnaces. The water heater in the kitchen 
needs to see if it just needs adjusting. This information will be discussed at the Annual meeting in January.  

 

Children Youth and Family Report: Pastor Pete and Denise shared the excitement we have at Kingdom Kids with our youth. 
Thanks to others who help make it fun. Confirmation is going well with only a few youths and Kayla Zimmer, Phillip, Morgan 
Truax, Trina Groen, and family make this a wonderful time for youth.  We have planned a Luther Point outing and Feed your 
Starving Children in February. Sunday School is going well with Piper Van Nocker and Katie Groen as teachers.  

 

Stewardship: no report  

 

Endowment: no report  

 

Old Business: Kitchen Renovation no report  

Carpet replacement: A & Flooring in Ellsworth carpeted the front entrance and hallway and took 3 days and was under $4000. It 
looks great and he helped Pastor Pete put things back in order also. 

Roast Beef Dinner update by Lynette: February 23
rd

 is the day for the dinner. The pie-making date is January 18
th
. Advertising 

has started and there are tickets for sale in the office. There will be an online signup for time slots. We are planning for 250 
people and take-out orders too. 

 

New Business: Ellsworth Elementary Carnival Sponsorship: We decided we would donate 200.00. 

Recovery Group: Questions about a key and Pastor Pete will collaborate with them and decide.  

Heart Ministry: Denise reported we used many gifts from the Heart Ministry for our Pierce County Families in need at Christmas 
and wrapped over one hundred gifts. We also helped families with furniture and food as needed.  

 

All recited the Lord’s prayer.  

 

Paul and Lynette made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, January 21
st
 at 6:30 p.m.  
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Staff 
 
Pastor Pete Warren 
pastorpete@englishlutheranchurch.org 
218-760-6974 
 
Communications Coordinator: Julie Winger 
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 
Office: 715-273-4617 
 
Finance Administrator & Accompanist: Ava 
Maxwell 
finance@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Music Director: Missy Kowalchyk  
music@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Custodian: Malerie Mathis 
 

English Lutheran Church 
229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  

Church website: 
www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 
EnglishLutheranEllsworth 

Financial Update 
 

December 31, 2024 Cash Balances  
General Fund = $124,306.75 
Dedicated Fund = $101,386.04 
Total = $225,692.79 
Thrivent = $110,263.90 
 

December General Fund Balance 
Income = $14,098.86 
Expenses = $17,039.82 
 

The next finance meeting: February 11 at 6:30 p.m.  

Deaconess 

The role of the Deaconess consists of sending 
thoughts, well wishes, and congratulations to 
members of our church to let them know we are 
thinking of them. Please notify the church office or 
any deaconess worker with prayer requests. 
  
The Deaconess for February is Bev Greeley. 

Office Hours 

Our office hours are: 
   Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
   10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 
 

Prayer requests: 
Janet Arndt 
Ben Bauer 
Jerry Christiansen 
Addison Closs 
Linda During 
Vern Ellefson             
Tomi Erlandson 
Vincent Figi 
Julie Gore 

Christa Krohn 
Mikey Krohn 
Lila Larson 
Marianne Melstrom 
Dean Mewes 
Judy Morrow 
Steve Pieczykolan 
Sophia Sokolik 
 
Military service prayers:  
Josh Bechel 
Jonathan Bergman 
Kohl Flock 
 
“God is our refuge and 
strength.” 
— Psalm 46:1    


