
Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community. www.englishlutheranchurch.org  

June 2025  
Cross Beams 

What’s Inside: 
† Pastor’s Article 
† Church News    
† Youth News      
† Financial Update 
† Council Minutes 
† Prayer List  
† Church Calendar 
† Vacation Bible School 
† Miscellaneous 

We appreciate pictures of 
church events. Please 
capture and share with: 
office@englishlutheranchurch

.org Thank you! 

Bible Study - March 2025 

Confirmation Fun 
We need guides for the upcoming 
year. (See Page 3) 

Special Music - April 20, 2025  

Kingdom Kids May 7, 2025 

Graduate Sunday 
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PASTOR PETE’S ARTICLE  

  

The month before I finally sobered up, a friend of mine was getting married and I needed to spend 
the weekend in a hotel.  I was excited to see my friend get married, but I had no idea how I was 
going to stay sober.  The whole car ride, I kept hearing a phrase from AA running through my head, 
“Those who fail to plan, plan to fail.”  It was a three-hour car ride and I never did produce a plan so I 
ended up in the hotel bar.  I think that in the back of my mind, I wanted to fail at sobriety.  Because I 
failed to develop a plan to stay sober that weekend, I planned to fail.  It was three weeks later when 
I finally heard the pop (AA speak for finally wanting to get sober and being willing to go to any 
lengths to get it.)  Now if I am invited to a party, I bring my own pop so that I know that there will be 
something that I can drink and if I am struggling and want a drink, I can tell Kim, my wife, and we 
will leave.  I am lucky that she is willing to leave to support me in my struggle to stay sober.   
 

I always have some sort of a plan sketched out in the back of my mind.  I like to have a general idea 
of where I think that I would like to go.  It is important to have a plan and I have been trying to 
imagine what a plan would look like for our church.  In your paperwork, this church mentioned that 
they would like to do some long-term planning and visioning.  So, when I first started here, I bought 
a book called “Advanced Strategic Planning.”  Unfortunately, I would start to read the book and fall 
asleep.  So at our first council meeting with the current church council, Mike Harris, your council 
VP, asked if we had a strategic plan.  It turns out that he has had practice with that in his life prior 
to retirement.  So your church council has begun the discussion to lead us through a strategic 
plan. 
 

This will be a time for us to look back and think about our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
and threats, otherwise known as a S.W.O.T. analysis.  I know!  This sounds super exciting and 
fun!  And in a way, it is.  We will break it down into small steps and we will need your input.  In late 
June, a display will appear in the back of the sanctuary that will explain the process and guide us 
through the steps.  And we need your input and imagination because this is OUR church.  We are 
all in this together.  The Holy Spirit has called us together to be the church, so let us be the church 
and be the best that we can be. 
 

 Like I said, those who fail to plan, plan to fail, and we do not want to fail.  We want to have some 
direction for our church, which is why we are making this strategic plan.  I know that not everyone 
will want to read all the gritty details, and that is fine, but we still want you to be part of the 
process.  We need a road map to have an idea of where we would like to go.  I know that many of 
you have ideas of what we should or should not do and this will be a time for us to come together 
and work together on a plan for our church.   
 

Let us close in prayer.  Gracious God, we give you thanks for the blessings in our lives and for the 
tasks that you have called us to do.  Grant us wisdom as we listen for your call to be your church 
and your people.  Give direction to us and the strength to follow your will.  Bless us and be with us 
always.  In your holy name we pray, AMEN!!! 
 
 

Peace, Pastor Pete 
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Relapse Prevention Group 

A Recovery Meeting in the Ellsworth Area is held at English 
Lutheran Church on Thursday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
Read and Discuss “Staying Sober”. 

ST. CROIX VALLEY HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY OPENS PANTHER WOODS 

HOMEOWNERSHIP APPLICATION 
PROCESS  

Preliminary applications for Panther Woods, a 
twin-home project in Ellsworth, WI, are now 
open.   St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity’s 
homeowner program is an opportunity for 
individuals and families who meet income 
guidelines, have housing needs, and are willing 
to partner on the building of a home.  

 
The Panther Woods project is an innovative, modular twin-
home development, supported in part by a Congressionally 
Districted Spending award from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development and the office of U.S. 
Senator Tammy Baldwin (WI). 
 
The project includes two sets of modular, twin homes, each 
with a shared wall, a separate garage, and an unfinished, 
walkout basement.  The finished home square footage is 
1,050 sq. ft.  SCVHFH partners with Habitat for Humanity of 
the Greater La Crosse Region to acquire its modular 
homes.   “As a fellow Habitat for Humanity affiliate, we’re 
proud to support St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity in 
delivering Wisconsin’s first factory-built twin-homes for 
Habitat homeowners,” said HFH of Greater La Crosse 
Executive Director Kahya Fox.  “With the statewide need for 
affordable housing growing each day, this innovative 
approach allows SCVHFH to build faster, smarter, and more 
cost-effectively—so more families can achieve the stability of 
homeownership.”  
 
The Panther Woods project is being built on Panther Drive 
next to Ellsworth Middle School.   Panther Woods homes are 
modular homes, built in the traditional style of a stick-built 
home, in a manufacturing plant.  These homes feature 
modern appliances and finishes and will include an 
unfinished basement stubbed for an additional bathroom. 
  
Preliminary applications will be taken through June 2

nd
 and 

can be found online at scvhabitat.org/open-applications 

CHURCH NEWS   

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Pastor Pete is cooking breakfast  for the 
guys on Thursday mornings. They 
gather in the church kitchen at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast with a rotating menu, 
including fruit, coffee, and orange juice.  
 

The suggested donation is $5.00 to help 
cover the cost of food.  

Women’s Bible Study 
 

During the months of June, July, and 
August we do not have a Bible Study.  

Please join us again in September.  

 

 

Confirmation Guides Needed 
 

We need confirmation 
guides for the upcoming 
year (2025-2026). 
Please contact Pastor 
Pete with interest or for 
any questions you may 
have.  

Reminder - Cross Beams Articles Deadline 

We appreciate receiving information/
photos, etc. to be included in our 
monthly Cross Beams Newsletter. 
Please submit any information by the 
middle of the month prior for the 
following month’s Cross Beams to 
ensure it is able to be included.  (Each 
month the deadline for articles to be 

submitted is noted in the church calendar.)  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to the church office and/or Pastor.  

 

https://scvhabitat.org/open-applications
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Sharing Shed  
Please remember English Lutheran’s 
Sharing Shed for your extra or no 
longer needed new or gently used 
items. (Clothing and Household Items. 
No Furniture, please.) 
 
Drop off your items directly in the 
Sharing Shed which is located just 
outside the south door of the church. 
Thank you!  

CHURCH NEWS  

Heart-Helping Others 
Heart Story: 

Founded in 2012, Heart Response Ministry 
began with a simple mission: to support local 
officials and organizations as they work in their 
communities during disaster recovery. Since then, HEART 
volunteers have started to focus not only on disaster recovery 
but on other real needs within our communities. By partnering 
with over 170 non-profit organizations, and city and county 
governments, police departments, and schools, HEART's goal is 
to build relationships with local organizations to meet the 
spiritual and physical needs of their communities. We transform 
communities by getting the right goods into the right hands to 
distribute to the people in need that our non-profit partners 
serve. Heartland Outlet serves as one of the primary funding 
mechanisms for HEART. The outlet is open to the public 20 
hours a week and carries home improvement products, food, 
beverages, clothing, furniture, and so much more. 
 
Heart-Helping Others Heart was created to help those in need. 
Through this organization, we can shop and bid on items at 
significantly discounted prices. Shopping appointments are 
arranged for us, and purchases go directly to those in need. We 
are partnering with the Ellsworth School District and Pierce 
County Human Services to identify families who would benefit 
most from this support. This is a valuable opportunity to stretch 
our resources and reach out to those in need. If you want to 
contribute to this initiative, please designate "Heart" on your 
donations, or contact Cindy Baird. 

Heart committee members: Cindy Baird, Denise Hager, Melba 
Smith, and Diane Wiskerchen  

Random Acts of Kindness 
There are baskets located by the front and back doors of 
the church for nonperishable food items. All items 
collected will be donated to the Pierce County Food 
Pantry.  They are in need of:  
 
• Flour 
• Sugar 
• Jelly 
• Peanut Butter  
• Oatmeal 
• Macaroni & Cheese 
• Baked Beans 
• Dry Soup Mix 
• Cereal 
• Canned: Fruits, 

Vegetables, & Meats 
• Shampoo 
• Dish Soap 
• Laundry Soap 
 
Thank you for your “kindness”. 

Cheese Curd Festival 
June 27 & 28, 2025 
Please keep these dates in mind!  
Volunteering at the Cheese Curd 
Festival is a win-win! Not only are 
you contributing to an important 
community event, but a $10 
donation for each hour you work 
(plus a bonus, if applicable) also 
goes back to the non-profit that 

you designate.  We hope to have many of our 
members participate. It truly is a fun event!    
https://www.cheesecurdfestival.com/participate/
volunteer/ 

From Our Savior’s Softball Field 
 
Church Softball Season is here! 
 
There are games on: 

• Sundays at 4 pm and 7 pm 

• Mondays at 7 pm and  

• Tuesdays at 7 pm.     
(We eliminated the Thursday evening 
games so that there is more time for 
youth sports and the Farmer’s 
Market.)    

 

The schedule is on the church website, in bulletins, on the 
church calendar, and on the bulletin boards at church. 
 
We are excited to announce that on August 23rd we will be 
hosting an 1860 Softball League tournament at the 
park.    This will be amazing - these guys will be playing ball 
like they did back at the start of softball - no gloves, old-style 
bats, old-style balls, they bring their own bases, and the 
umpire will be in top hat and coat.   They will be bringing 4 
teams to play from 10 am to 4 pm.   We will have full 
concessions and are very excited about this event.  Mark it 
on your calendar!   
 
Reach out to Donna  if you have any questions.    
Thanks, Donna Constant constant.donna@yahoo.com 

Congratulations to ELC’s Graduates 
We would like to congratulate our graduates: Kaiden 
Baggenstoss, Tori Feuerhelm, Katie Groen, Morgan 
Halvorson, Emily Harris, and Riley Maher. They have busy 
schedules as only 2 of them were able to be at our May 11th 
quilt presentation. Congratulations to all!  We are proud of 
you!  Best wishes on your future!   

mailto:constant.donna@yahoo.com
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 ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

April 22, 2025 
 

Members present: Pastor Pete, Mark Groen, Mike Harris, Cindy Baird, Eric Van Nocker, Danielle 
Chollette, and Jill Hague.  
 

President Mark called meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
All read the mission statement. 
Pastor Pete gave devotions. 
Motion made by Eric and second by Mike to approve the March minutes and tonight’s 

agenda.  
 

Reports  
Treasurer's report was read as reported in Agenda.  Paul was absent so nothing was added. 

Eric made a motion to accept the report and was second by Cindy. 
Pastor Pete gave pastors report.  Easter services went well and we had a good 

attendance.  English Lutheran was also well represented at the Good Friday service in 
Esdaile.   

Property Committee reported the AC units have been installed and just need to be wired when 
there is time.  A section of the basement ceiling is coming down and will need to be 
repaired. 

Worship and Music committee has no changes at this time.  A meeting to plan for the summer 
will be held soon. 

Children, Youth and Family will be meeting soon.  A date for VBS has been set with 
Counselors from Luther Point leading. 

Stewardship is working on the Heart program.  Gift cards for gas were discussed. 
Endowment Committee is to meet on May 7th.  
 

Old Business 
The hot beef dinner made $3017.98 for the church fund.  
105

th
 Anniversary was discussed.  Possibly give out a commemorative item.  July 20

th
 was 

suggested as a possible date.  
The Strategic Plan was discussed.  Mike passed out handouts with suggestions. 
 

New Business  
The senior center would like blinds to be installed on part of the windows to make TV viewing 

easier.  A second bid will be requested.  Janelle will no longer be working for the center.   
Keys were discussed for the recovery group.  It was decided to give Malerie a key instead. 
Julie would like to have a more flexible schedule.  It was agreed we can find a workable plan 

for this.  
Grubby Sunday will be on Sunday May18th after church.  Projects that need to be done 

should be submitted. 
 

All recited the Lord’s prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned with next scheduled meeting May 20th.  
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Staff 
 
Pastor Pete Warren 
pastorpete@englishlutheranchurch.org 
218-760-6974 
 
Communications Coordinator: Julie Winger 
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 
Office: 715-273-4617 
 
Finance Administrator & Accompanist: Ava 
Maxwell 
finance@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Music Director: Missy Kowalchyk  
music@englishlutheranchurch.org 
 
Custodian: Malerie Mathis 
 

English Lutheran Church 
229 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin 
Phone:  715-273-4617  

Church website: 
www.englishlutheranchurch.org 

Find us on Facebook! 
EnglishLutheranEllsworth 

Financial Update 
 

April 30, 2025 Cash Balances  
General Fund = $99,269.71 
Dedicated Fund = $98,507.42 
Total = $197,777.13 
Thrivent = $109,345.16 
 

April General Fund Balance 
Income = 11,785.18 
Expenses = $18,956.97 
 

The next finance meeting: June 10 at 6:30 p.m.  

Deaconess 

The role of the Deaconess consists of sending 
thoughts, well wishes, and congratulations to 
members of our church to let them know we are 
thinking of them. Please notify the church office or 
any deaconess worker with prayer requests. 
  
The Deaconess for June is Kriste Lewis. 

Office Hours 

Please contact the office for an 
appointment 

 
office@englishlutheranchurch.org 

715-273-4617 

 

Prayer requests: 
Janet Arndt 
Addison Closs 
Linda During 
Vern Ellefson             
Tomi Erlandson 
Julie Gore 
Eldon Huber 
Mikey Krohn 
Lila Larson 

Dean Mewes 
Judy Morrow 
Steve Pieczykolan 
Sophia Sokolik 
Elaine Wegerer  
 
Military service prayers:  
Josh Bechel 
Jonathan Bergman 
Kohl Flock 
 
“God is our refuge and 
strength.” 
— Psalm 46:1    


