Do Kindness

Cross Beams
August 2020

www.englishlutheranchurch.org

Our Vision: A Christ-centered, serving community.

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 ~ In-Person Parking Lot Worship
9:15 ~ Online Worship
10:00 ~ In-Person Parking Lot Worship
* Please note that changes to this schedule are
possible based on weather conditions or changes in
Pierce County Public Health Department
recommendations .*
Blake, Anissa, Zachary, Mary, Matthew, and
Brooklynn standing on the upper rock bridge
structure at Natural Bridge park on the way
to Christikon.

The camp meeting in the
meadow for worship.

The campers enjoying the new Gaga
pit that was constructed this spring.
This addition was a big hit with all the
kids, providing hours of fun.
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Mary and Julie ~
This was at the
end of a practice
hike with Mary’s
cabin group.

Matthew, Zachary, and
Pastor Jeff waiting for
the campfire worship to
start.

Blake and fellow cabin mate
stripping bark off of logs that will
be used for fence repair. Part of
the service projects the campers
help with each year.

Anissa & Brooklyn outside
their cabin, named
Kiowa. Each cabin is
named after a Native
American tribe from the
region.
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Dear Partners in Ministry,
When 2020 began, few of us would’ve guessed at how different a year it would become. I’ve thought a lot
about all the changes over the last 4+ months, including last week while at Christikon, a Lutheran Bible
Camp in the mountains of Montana. I continue to process all that I’m learning through the effects of this
pandemic, but here are just two beliefs that COVID-19 has reinforced.
1. The church is not the building. Like all of you, I miss gathering together to worship in the sanctuary at
English Lutheran. And yet, despite not being able to do that at this time, ministry continues. I could fill up
this article with all the ways, but a small sampling includes: weekly online worship and now parking lot
worship, financial gifts (to the ELCA, Luther Point, LSS, Malawi, and Ellsworth school lunches), pastoral
care by phone and mail, and our youth who attended summer camp at Christikon. We are blessed with a
church building that is paid for in full…and yet, all we really need is the people who gather in it. Church
building or not, we can continue to:
-pray for one another, our community and our world
-worship our Lord (no matter the setting)
-love our neighbors however we can
-pass on our faith to our children and to those who have not yet heard the Good News
Just as ministry at ELC has been a bit different this spring and summer, the program at Christikon had
some notable changes (like quarantining for 2 weeks prior to camp, no folk dancing, no holding hands or
hugging, no singing grace indoors, being served our food rather than passing bowls, wearing face masks
indoors and when singing outdoors, and of course washing and sanitizing hands repeatedly throughout the
day.) And despite all that, camp was comfortably familiar too- we still hiked, worshipped, performed skits,
gathered around tables to eat, played games, did service projects, joked and laughed, studied God’s Word,
and grew together as the body of Christ. Through it all, it was the presence of God and God’s people that
truly made it special. I hope whenever this pandemic is finally over, we will remember church is really
about God and the people, and not the building or programs.
2. Most of us have been overbooked. While this pandemic has added all kinds of additional or changed
duties to my pastoral job description that consume a ton of my time, it’s also meant the cancellation of
many in-person meetings, youth events, and other events that keep my family and me on the go. I’m sure
you all can relate! But I’ve found most (not all of course) of those cancellations to be a blessing. For the
first time since the first of my four children was born over 12 years ago, I’m home for supper more nights
than I’m away. And the nights I am home, I’m no longer scarfing down dinner and running out the door to
get the kids to sports or scouts. Since everyone else in the neighborhood is in the same boat, I’m actually
getting to know neighbors I never had time to talk to before and it has been wonderful! Kids are actually out
playing in their yards! Parents, and often pets, are actually going for walks! Neighbors who never mingled
are having campfires together in the driveway or their yard. I pray we will not feel compelled to fill our
schedules to the brim again when this is all over. This pandemic has reinforced my belief we are meant to
be human “beings” and not human “doings” which in part is why God tells us in Psalm 46, “Be still and
know that I am God.”
Certainly there is much bad that has come from this pandemic, including the death of at least 143,000 of
our fellow Americans so far. We grieve for all those lives lost and all the other negative effects of
COVID-19. But I pray we can appreciate and seek out the good things too, including coming together as
siblings in Christ to support one another and grow in our faith and having a little more time to build
relationships with friends, neighbors, and family and be still in God’s presence. God bless you always!
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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CHURCH NEWS
OUTDOOR WORSHIP IN THE PARKING LOT OF ENGLISH LUTHERAN
SUNDAYS at 8:30 & 10 AM. **
** Unless cancelled due to a spike in COVID-19 cases or weather.

If you plan to attend our outdoor worship, you should know:
UNDERLYING CONDITION OR OVER AGE 65? If you are at-risk for COVID-19 (65 years-old or older
or have an underlying condition) please consider staying home for your own safety.
FEELING ILL? If you feel ill or have symptoms similar to COVID-19, PLEASE STAY HOME.
MASKS: We strongly encourage everyone to please wear a mask at the service.
(Exceptions can be made for those with a medical condition like asthma or anxiety associated with
wearing a mask and those under age 5.) Remember, it’s not about protecting yourself so much as it is
about showing love to your neighbor by protecting them from your breathing/coughing/sneezing if you
are an asymptomatic carrier of COVID. Please bring your own mask. We will have a limited supply for
those who don’t have one.
CHAIRS: Please bring your own chair, if possible, to reduce the sanitizing we have to do after worship.
We will have a limited supply of folding chairs for those who don’t have one or can’t physically bring
their own.
PHYSICAL DISTANCING: Please come only with those who live in your household and sit together as
a household AT LEAST 6 feet from any other household and AT LEAST 15 feet from the worship
leaders in the front. Follow instructions from our ushers on where to sit.
Also, please keep at least 6 feet away from other households at all times when not seated- we know
you want to hug and shake hands, but we simply can’t take the risk at this time. There will intentionally
be no hospitality time or receiving line. We kindly ask you to head home as soon as the service is over.
50 PERSON LIMIT: We will limit attendance to 50 people per Pierce County Health guidance.
If attendance is high, we will add a service or take reservations for future services.
OFFERING: There will be an offering basket between where you park your car and the seating area in
the parking lot. Of course, you can always give electronically online as well.
SINGING: There will be no singing as singing has been identified as a highly risky activity due to the
aerosols it creates. Music will be instrumental or “special” pre-recorded singing. You may hum along if
you wish!
COMMUNION: We will not be offering communion initially. If the first few weeks of outdoor worship go
well, we may provide communion at a later date with many safety precautions.
WEATHER: We will hold the outdoor service unless there is severe weather or rain heavier than a mist.
If we have to cancel, online worship will still be available. Check our website, Facebook or our church
voicemail after 9 pm Saturday to see if worship has been cancelled.
CONTACT TRACING: We will be collecting contact info and seating locations of worshippers for
contact tracing in case someone at our services, later tests positive with COVID-19.
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CHURCH NEWS

Church Fair Stand
Unfortunately the Pierce County Fair has been
cancelled this summer, so we will not have our annual
gathering and won't be able to serve our famous Roast
Beef Dinners - I know - makes the taste buds water...
We're gonna have to wait until next year!
Thank you to all who are usually deep in
planning this time of year and cleaning
out the fair stand and calling
volunteers... Thank you to all of our
volunteers who give of their time each
year so we can share those dinners with
our community. We appreciate you all
and will miss our fellowship.

Confirmation Guides Needed

Ushers Needed!
As we move forward with outdoor worship,
and later indoor worship, we need a specially
trained team of ushers to direct people where
to sit, explain traffic flow, point out our
offering box, collect contact info, dismiss
groups at the end of the service, direct cars
where to park, set up a few chairs and
possibly do light cleaning of handrails, door
knobs, etc. If you are able to be part of a
team of ideally 4-6 ushers at each service,
please contact our Music Director Evan
Mitchell (music@englishlutheranchurch.org)
soon so we can get you trained before our
first outdoor service. Thanks for your
assistance to help us try to keep worship safe
and flow smoothly for everyone.

We are looking for confirmation
guides for grades 7 and 8. If you
are interested, please contact
Pastor Jeff for more details.

Confirmation &
Sunday School Update
Please stay tuned to our church email,
website and our September newsletter for
updates on when/if/how confirmation and
Sunday school will resume this fall based on
the latest guidance from our Pierce County
Public Health, our synod, the ELCA, the
Wisconsin Council of Churches, and what
our local schools decide as well. Our English
Lutheran Church COVID-19 Task Force and
our Children, Youth & Family Ministry Teams
will be working hard to figure out our best
course of action. Thank you for your
patience and support!
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CHRISTIKON

Christikon 2020
Stock Report
“Highlights & Memories”

(Pictured Left to Right in Front of the Main Lodge at Christikon: Brooklynn Gabert,
Anissa Cole, Matthew Lundstrom, Julie Lundstrom, Mary Lundstrom, Blake Fagerland,
Zachary Smith, Pastor Jeff Smith)
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CHRISTIKON

INTRODUCTION
The youth of English Lutheran Church headed back to Christikon Bible Camp, located in
the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains in south-central Montana, July 10-18, 2020. Included
in these pages you will hear about the experiences of the six youth and the two adults
who participated. Once again lives were touched, faith was strengthened, and
relationships were formed in the incredible mountain setting and Christian community that
is Christikon. Thanks much to all who supported our trip! May our words inspire others at
English Lutheran to try this trip in the future!
Anissa Cole
This year at camp, some of my favorite memories were made with new friends. My cabin
loved to play games like Frogger and One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. I always
enjoy bonding with not only my cabin, but also other counselors and other campers. I had
so much fun making new friends and creating wonderful memories that I will remember
for my whole life. Christikon is one thing I look forward to every year, and I can’t wait to go
again.
Brooklynn Gabert
I had an absolutely amazing time at Christikon. I grew closer to my friends, myself, and
God. The overnight was so much fun and I would love to do it again. I loved the songs
and dances, especially “The Rock.” The food was really good too. Even the community
service (project) was enjoyable with so many great people. Christikon changed my life. I
recommend it to anyone and everyone.
Mary Lundstrom
Going to Christikon was an amazing experience! I had so much fun making new friends
and growing closer to God. Every day something new and exciting happened. My favorite
part of camp was the overnight. We got to spend the night in the woods under the stars.
All of the counselors were a lot of fun and the food was great. Everyone should go to
Christikon. You definitely won’t regret it.
Blake Fagerland
Going to Christikon was very fun. I really enjoyed Hacky Sack and I also enjoyed hiking. It
was very fun, but then going on the overnight was very fun too!
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CHRISTIKON
Matthew Lundstrom
I enjoyed camp because we got to play Gaga Ball and we sat around the campfire. I also
liked that we went on day hikes and the overnight hike. My favorite part of the overnight
hike was that we climbed up a rock tower (pile) and got to see the sunset on the
mountains. We also got to sleep under the stars. Those were my favorite things about
camp.
Zachary Smith
I’m so glad I got to go to camp this year! It was so much fun making new friends, playing
games, hiking, eating amazing food and so much more! I really enjoyed the ride to
Christikon and back! I also enjoyed the day hikes and the overnight hike where I got to
climb boulders to see the beautiful sunset and sleep under the great tarp tent our cabin
built! I got a little better at Hacky Sack and GaGa Ball! Thanks for the wonderful
campfires, a great view, and an amazing week! I can’t wait to come again!
Julie Lundstrom (Adult Advisor/Chaperone)
I have had the opportunity to chaperone our English Lutheran youth to Christikon twice
now. I have seen how this camp impacts the children in a positive and meaningful way,
as well as myself. I have experienced how being in God’s beautiful creation and sharing
comradery with fellow Christians brings about soul rejuvenation and calming of the
mind. This year especially, I needed what Christikon had to offer. Like everyone, dealing
with COVID-19 has been very difficult. Between the challenges with work, childcare,
isolation, and stress of the unknown, there remains a constant unease with no real end in
sight. Christikon understands what a special place they have and worked diligently with
health workers, a camp accreditation organization, and by thoroughly examining their
procedures to figure out how to safely make camp a go this summer. I was impressed
with all of their precautions and thankful to be able to bring our group of English Lutheran
children to camp this summer when so much has been taken away. And wow, what a
week! These kids were pure joy to chaperone delighting and participating wholeheartedly
in activities. They didn’t even appear to mind the wearing of masks, and changes in
programming to minimize any potential spread of germs. We were all just so happy to be
at Christikon soaking up the scenery, hiking the glorious mountains, worshipping in the
meadow at sunrise and again at day close around a campfire. For one week this summer,
our minds were rested, our bodies challenged, and our faith in God strengthened. Thank
you, English Lutheran, from the bottom of my heart, for supporting our youth through this
trip to Christikon.
Sincerely,
Julie Lundstrom
Cross Beams - August 2020
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CHRISTIKON
Pastor Jeff Smith (Adult Advisor/Chaperone)
It’s no secret that Christikon is my home away from home. It’s a place that has
consistently grounded me, strengthened my faith, and formed so many meaningful
relationships in my life. It is because of its immense impact on me, that I continue to bring
groups of youth out year after year, from six different congregations now. This year’s trip
will always stand out because of the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused some youth to
cancel and which led to several changes to how camp typically runs for the sake of
safety. But even with the changes, camp still felt like camp and I think we all truly just
appreciated a week to catch our breath from the constant barrage of bad news. The youth
on this trip were so respectful and the staff was outstanding as usual. It was such a
pleasure to watch the kids have fun as they explored their faith through various
characters in scripture. Thanks so much to all who prayed for us, to those who gave
financial gifts to make this trip affordable, to the parents who trusted us with your children
in the midst of a pandemic, and to my co-chaperone Julie Lundstrom for her leadership,
driving, and great conversations. Thanks again ELC for allowing me to share this very
special place with our youth.
In Christ,
Pastor Jeff
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES & FINANCIAL UPDATE

July Council
†
†
†
†
†

New Council members Denise Hager and Paul Tonsager.
The ELC Covid -19 Task Force is following guidelines from Pierce County Public Health Department.
Currently indoor service can have no more than 10 people and outdoor service no more than 50 people.
Number of outdoor Sunday services: We will following the Covid-19 Task Force recommendation in
regard to the number of outdoor services on Sundays.
Youth house update: Cleaning and rental information still needed. Action tabled for now.
Next meeting: August 18, 6:30 p.m.

2020 General Fund
Month

Actual
Monthly
Income

Actual
Monthly
Expense

Actual
YTD
Income

Actual
YTD
Expenses

January

15,199.64

18,437.01 15,199.64

18,437.01

February

12,812.80

45,778.25 28,012.44

64,215.24

March

16,968.91

16,637.73 44,981.35

80,852.99

April

15,685.28

16,273.33 60,666.63

97,126.32

May

16,359.94

16,237.64 77,026.57

113,363.96

June

19,272.23

17,766.38 96,298.80

131,130.34

Cash Balances as of June 2020 month end:

Total = $188,587.11
General Fund = $45,890.95
Dedicated Fund = $72,806.68
Thrivent = $69,889.48
Notes:
~ The general fund, year to date expenses for 2020 are
higher due to $28,000 being moved to Thrivent from this
fund.
~ English Lutheran Church received a potentially
forgivable loan through the Paycheck Protection Plan
through the Small Business Administration. We have
been using $28,200 for our payroll and utility expenses.
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Thank you English Lutheran Children’s
Endowment fund for the scholarship for
Christikon. I loved that I got to hike in
the mountains and sing songs around
the campfire.
Thank you very much!
~ Matthew Lundstrom

2nd Quarter
Giving Statements
We thank you for your continued
support of English Lutheran Church!
If you wish to receive your 2nd quarter
giving statement, please email or call
Trina in the church office and we’ll send
one out to you.
Email office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Phone - 715-273-4617
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PRAYERS

Special Prayers:
~ Prayers for the family of David R. Johnson who died. Comfort for his wife, Nancy, and their daughters.
~ Prayers for the family of Jerry Place, who died. Comfort for his children and their families ~
daughter Deanna (Jeff) Redding and son Darren (Tami) Place.
~ Prayers for the family of Vern Andrews, whose mother, Lois, died in June.
Healing:
Mike Hince, Cousin of Darla Moquin
~ cancer on his palate
Long-term:
Burt & Lila Larson
Rusty Crow
Sherry York
Debbie Kannel-Howard
Terry Wegerer, Brother of Darla Moquin
~ Stage 4 Lung Cancer
Clint Olson
Karen McAdams, Linda & Gary Onan’s Daughter
~ Multiple System Atrophy
Deb Pierce, Trina Groen’s Mom ~ Alzheimer’s
Joyce Geister, Julie Baggenstoss &
Carol Melstrom’s Mother
Hazel Wegerer ~ Dementia
Mackenzie Marks, Connie Gossett’s Granddaughter
Tomi Erlandson ~ Seizures & Health

Dale & Marianne Melstrom
Mary Dee Prokop, Mother of Eileen Mewes
Wendy Wegerer ~ Health Issues
Military service:
Cody Tschida
Johnathan Bergman

Deaconess
The role of the Deaconess consists
of sending thoughts, well wishes,
and congratulations to members of
our church to let them know we are
thinking of them.
Please notify the church office or
any deaconess worker with any
prayers.
Deaconess for August
~ Mary Sokolik
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SYNOD

COVID 19 Stimulus Check Appeal for ministries of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
August 1, 2020
Friends in Christ:
Over the past few months our lives have changed dramatically. Daily routines have been disrupted, new challenges have
arisen. In spite of Covid 19, the ministry of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin continues to be impactful, making a
difference in the world for Jesus’ sake. I am grateful for your generous prayerful and financial support of the work that we
do together. I invite you to join me and our synod council in continuing to support the synod’s ministry with a
special gift. Perhaps you received a COVID stimulus check. For many this check was a blessing, a needed relief for those
who had lost income. However, if you are able, I invite you to consider making a gift from those funds to support
essential synod ministries. Consider these opportunities:
Give a gift to your home congregation
Give a gift that will keep on giving by donating to the
Synod Endowment Fund http://nwswi.org/endowment-fund
Give to the ongoing work of the NWSWI http://nwswi.org/giving
•
Give to the synod’s general fund
•
Give to our companion synod in Malawi
•
Give to our synod’s newest Latino/a ministry, Neighbor to Neighbor
Give directly to one of our synod’s ministries
•
Bible Camps: Luther Park, Luther Point, Wapogasset, Amnicon
•
Lutheran Campus Ministries: UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stout, UW-River Falls
As a Synod, we are making a difference for Jesus’ sake
1. The synod’s capital campaign, endowment fund and staff helped congregations upgrade technology and provided
assistance as nearly every congregation in the synod went to worship and meetings on line during the pandemic.
2. The synod ministers provided additional education, support, encouragement, and resources for both worship and faith
formation to pastors, deacons, SAMS and congregations since March.
3. The synod has provided financial support to the Lutheran church in Malawi to help with flood relief and pastor’s
salaries during the pandemic.
4. The synod’s justice team has been meeting and working on video resources on racial, gender, environmental and
hunger justice issues. The synod is launching a NEW Latinx racial justice ministry called Neighbor to Neighbor that
will focus on connecting with our American Latinx neighbors.
5. The Northwest Synod awarded small ELCA COVID 19 grants to our synod’s Bible Camps and Lutheran Campus
Ministries hit hard by loss of income during the pandemic.
Thank you for your faithful partnership in ministry in the past! I invite you to join me and the members of the Northwest
Wisconsin Synod Council in making a special gift to support the synod that will benefit the ministries of every
congregation in NW Wisconsin as we move forward together in God’s mission for the sake of the world.
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
The Northwest Wisconsin Synod Council
Al Arndt, Vice President
Julie Brenden, Secretary
John Levi, Treasurer
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Apple River Conference
Reverend Marilyn Crossfield
Justin Swanson
Kim Patterson

Cont.
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SYNOD & COMMUNITY

Chequamegon Conference
Carol Lekies
Lyle Roe

Chippewa Valley Conference
Reverend Lucy Schottelkorb
Arvin Solsaa
Michelle Pride

Dairyland Conference
Reverend Rolf Morck
Kathy Boe

Heart of the North Conference
Reverend Luci Sesvold
Ed Peters
Karyn Hullinger

Lake Superior Conference
Reverend Paul Simmons
Tom Potterton

St. Croix Valley Conference
Marcia Lindseth
Ralph Van Keulen

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame and
has taken his seat a t the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2

Run, Walk, Hike, Skip or Jump
– for LIFE!
Register today for First Choice Clinic’s 5k Run
& Walk for Life – August 28th-30th.
Due to Covid-19 and restrictions on large group
gatherings this will be a virtual event. We are
asking participants to complete the 5K at their
own pace and place.
Please consider inviting others to join you,
abiding by all the guidelines and restrictions of
course.
To register, go to www.FirstChoiceClinicRW.com
under the events tab to for more information and
to register or call FCC at (651) 267-4357.
Register by August 6th to pick up your event t
-shirt prior to the event.
Shirts will be available after Sept. 14th for any
registrations placed between Aug. 7th-28th.
Have questions? Call (651) 267-4357 or email
info@firstchoiceclinicrw.com
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English Lutheran Church
229 West Main Street
Ellsworth, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-273-4617

Church website:
http://www.englishlutheranchurch.org
Find us on Facebook!

Staff
Pastor, Jeff Smith
pastor@englishlutheranchurch.org
Office: 715-273-4617
Cell:
651-235-7204 (preferably 9 am-9 pm)
Call or text any time for urgent pastoral care.
Communications Coordinator &
Finance Administrator, Trina Groen
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
Custodian, Julie Baggenstoss
Music Director, Evan Mitchell
music@englishlutheranchurch.org

Congregational Council
President: Peter Carr
Vice President: Dennis Boettcher
Treasurer: Gary Brown
Secretary: Julie Davis
Jen Abbas
Melba Smith
Eric Van Nocker
Denise Hager
Paul Tonsager

Our Mission:
To share Christ’s unconditional love,
inspiring us all for service to others.

Cross Beams
Published monthly by:
English Lutheran Church
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.
Email:
office@englishlutheranchurch.org
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August 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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